
LATEST LAUNCHES 

FROM AUTO-SLEEPERS & BENIMAR 




HELPING YOU BUYYOUR PERFECT MOTORHOME 



JANUARY 2016 £3.95 
which-motorhome.co.uk 




EVERY Transit camper 
and coachbuilt examined 





C35K CAMPERVAN 







Top tips from the trade 



AUTOMATICALLY BETTER? 

Choosing a motorhome with an automatic gearbox 







ALL 2016 
MODELS NOW 
IN STOCK 



Motorhomes (Newark) 



BUY NOW AND 
BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE* 




Auto-Sleepers 

MOTORHOMES OF EXOELLENCE 







Great Offers On The 2016 Range 

The UK’s Largest Auto-Sleepers Dealer 








• Family run business • Excellent Servitm & Customer Care • Great value for rummy 








r 



EX-DEMONSTATOR SALE 



New 


Auto Sleeper Burford Duo 


was £71 ,495 .... 


....now £66,495 


New 


Auto Sleeper Beckford 


was £67,995 .... 


....now £62,995 


New 


GInbenar G2 Relax 


was £45,995 .... 


now £35,995 


New 


Autosleeper Kingham 






New 


PiloteG600L 


was £58,275 ... 


....now £52,995 



2014 PILOTE EXPLORETEUR DIAMOND G742 LCE 2k miles, Island Bed, Aide Heating £67,995 

2013 62 PILOTE (LHD) G742 LCE EXPLORATEUR DIAMOND 3k Miles, Island bed, F/lounge £69,995 

2007 Phoenix Liner iSOOOL 56,500 Miles £64,995 

2008 LE VOYAGER 675 LVX MERCEDES 30k Miles, Large Front Lounge, End Bathroom £59,995 

2009 BURSTNER 1821 G ELEGANCE 29k miles £57,995 

201 4 PILOTE G600L 2k miles £56,995 

201 0 FRANKIA 1680 ED 38k miles £49,995 

201 0 FRANKIA 1680 ED 27k miles £49,995 

2014 GLOBECAR FAMILYSCOUT L (ELEVATING ROOF) 1 0k miles £46,995 

2009 PILOTE EXPLORATEUR 730FG 39k miles. Rear Bed Over Garage, Front Lounge £46,995 

2009 RAPIDO 9096 Front Lounge, Transverse R/Bed £45,995 

201 4 KNAUS SUN Tl, 1 0k miles £44,995 

2012 BURSTNER NEXXO T728 8k miles £44,995 

2012 CHAUSSON SUITE RELAX. 12k miles £42,995 

201 2 BESSACARR E562, 1 8k miles £ 41 ,995 

2010 BURSTNER NEXXO T720 13k miles £41,995 

201 2 ELDDIS ASPIRE 1 3k miles £39,995 

2014 ROLLER TEAM 694 3k miles £39,995 

2008 HYMER B508 CL 36k miles £38,995 

201 4 PILOTE F600 DG AVENTURA, 1 2k miles £36,995 

201 1 HYMER CAR STREETLINE 1 5k miles £35,995 

2009 PILOTE G 630 LR Large Front Lounge, End Bathroom and Kitchen £35,995 

2008 AUTOSLEEPER BROADWAY EL 31 k miles £34,995 

2009 SWIFT BOLERO 630 PR 31 K miles £34,995 

2009 SWIFT VOYAGER 685 FB 8k miles £34,995 

2010 AUTO SLEEPER DORSET 20k miles £34,995 

2010 10 SWIFT BOLERO 600 EK 15k miles £32,995 

2009 AUTO SLEEPER WINDSOR 32k miles £32,995 

2009 Burstner Travel Van 570, 28k miles £31 ,995 

2007 AUTO SLEEPER NEUVO ES 1 7k miles £31 ,995 

2008 57 AUTO SLEEPER NEUVO ES 1 7k miles £31 ,995 

201 1 1 1 FORD DETHLEFFS SUNLIGHT 1 6k miles £31 ,995 

2008 Cl 746, 26k miles £29,995 

2009 BESSACARR E425, 1 9k miles £29,995 

2013 DEVON SUNRISE 24k miles £29,995 

201 1 SWIFT ESCAPE 622 25k miles £29,995 

201 0 CARADO Tl 35 25k miles £28,995 

2009 SWIFT SUNTOR 590 RL £27,995 

2007 LUNAR PREMIER H522 1 8k miles £26,995 

2007 VW TRANSPORTER ELITE CONVERSION 57k £24,995 

2006 BURSTNERT585.2.8 FIAT,32k miles £24,995 




FOR FULL VEHICLE 
SPECIFICATION AND STOCK 
LIST WITH UP TO DATE 
SAVINGS VISIT OUR WEBSITE 







www.smcmotorhonnes.co.uk 

Tel: 01636 670760 • Northern Road, Newark NG24 2EU 



• Oror 40 years experience • Over SO tpiaHty used veftrcies on display 
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Tickets 

from 

£7 

Book tickets 
now and save! 



The UK’s biggest start-of-season 
showcase of caravans, nnotorhonnes, 
cannpervans, trailer tents and folding 
caravans, plus tents of all sizes and 
caravan holiday homes & lodges all 
under one roof! 

All the holiday inspiration you need 
for families, pet owners looking 
for pet friendly ways to holiday, 
lovers of the great outdoors and 
those looking for ways to spend 
their leisure time - A leisure vehicle 
makes it all possible! 



■ Over 350 exhibitors, it’s a great way 
to browse, compare and buy all the 
latest models 

■ Speak to our experts throughout the 
show and hear the best advice in the 
Experts’ Theatre 

U New for 2016 - Giamping Hoiiday Village 

■ Holiday destinations, campsites and 
holiday parks 

■ Taster towing and motorhome 
manoeuvring sessions 

■ 1000s of holiday accessories 

■ Free attractions and much more! 

It’s a great day out! 



Follow us on: 

^@necccaravanshow K Caravan Camping || For show news & offers 

^ ■■ and Motorhome Show ^ download our FREE App 



CARAVAN 

CAMPING & 

MOTORHOME 

SHOW2016 



23-28 February 
NEC Birmingham 



Supported by: 



CARAVAN 

CLUB 



Camping and 
Caravanning 
Club 






Car Parking 

Show Guide 

FREE attractions & 
ceiebrity speakers 

Pius Kids Go FREE! 



Organised by: Show partner: 



^Advance tickets prices £7 Senior (60yrs+), Adult £8 when booking before 23:59 22/02/16 (advance tickets switch to on-the-door 
prices of £10 at this time). Car parking is included and a free Show Guide is subject to availability. £1.25 transaction fee applies and this 
can be subject to change. Children 15 years and under go free when accompanied by a paying adult/senior. No dogs (except assistant 
dogs). For more information call 0844 873 7333. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 



events Wal6S 

^ ^ Cymru 
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Offering full and parf bespoke conversions wifh 
innovative design, high quality components, 
skilled staff and an unrivaled finish. 



Reimo UK dealership and converter 
Volkswagen conversion specialist T5 & T6 
Brand new T6 vans ordered to your specification 
A personal and friendly experience - lets make it fun! 
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When this photo was taken (in the 70s), the Ford Transit was a far 
better drive than its Bedford and Commer rivals (alongside). Since then, 
the Tranny has remained Britain's favourite delivery van, but its fortunes 
in the motorhome market have had more ups and downs. In our April 
2004 issue, the Ford only came 5th (equal with the Peugeot Boxer) in 
our base vehicle test. But today's Transit is a market-leader. 
The 'big' Tranny soundly beats the ubiquitous Fiat and 
Peugeot for cab comfort and driving characteristics, while 
the smaller Custom is giving the T6 a run for its money in the 
campervan class that VW has ruled for so long. Now, 
the choice of Ford-based motorhomes is on the up, 
too, so enjoy our 'blue oval' special and don't buy a 
new 'van until you've driven a Ford. 

PETER VAUGHAN EDITOR 




@WhichMotorhome facebook.com/whichmotorhomemagazine 
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Silver Selection brings Ger 
quality at highly competiti 



Lowdhams' 50th anniversary and improved exchange rate means Knaus models with lots more 



uring the last year the sterling 
to euro exchange rate has 
sided very favourably with 
our own currency, making imports 
from the Continent substantially 
better value for money. The 
problem for motorhome dealers, 
though, has been how to take 
advantage of the favourable 
exchange rate without significantly 
undercutting the price of last 
year's imports and antagonising 
any customers who bought last 
year's models. 

The Lowdhams way has been 



to take the Knaus range and add a 
huge amount of extra specification 
over what a European buyer of the 
same model would get at the same 
price. On top of that, Lowdhams 
has also introduced the Silver 
Selection, a custom version of 
the Sky Ti, which comes with even 
more spec. That's all in addition 
to the various value-for-money 
optional packs that Lowdhams 
has been putting together as the 
company celebrates its 50th year 
in business. 

The Knaus Van H gets an 



additional Fiat Chassis Pack, Van Ti 
Pack, TV Pack, Fiat Media Pack, 
16-inch alloy wheels, spare wheel, 
aluminium vents on the dash, 
leather steering wheel, sunroof 
over the cab, extra storage 
elements. Decor Pack, L-shaped 
seating, carpet in the cab and 
living area and Truma Combi gas 
and electric heating. 

The Knaus SkyTi comes in right- 
hand drive form with the Sky Ti 
Pack, Fiat Chassis Pack, TV Pack, 
Styling Pack II, Fiat Media Pack, 
spare wheel, aluminium-style 



vents in the cab, leather steering 
wheel, entrance door with 
window, additional garage door, a 
sliding window on the passenger's 
side. Decor Pack, L-shaped 
seating in the lounge, carpet in 
both cab and living area, Truma 
Combi mains electric/gas heating, 
a gas oven with grill and a 190-litre 
AES fridge. 

The more prestigious Knaus 
Sun Ti has the same additional 
equipment but gets a bigger Knaus 
panoramic sunroof, has a free 
weight upgrade to 3,850kg and 



8lmolSihom«IM0NTH2016 








Steve Sharpe, Commercial Director for Lowdhams, said, "We have sold Knaus for 15 years and 
the Sky Ti Silver Selection is a rework of a former Motorhome of the Year award winner in the UK. 
There is a huge amount of added specification, including our 50th Anniversary Pack, and we have 
also taken full advantage of the current euro rate. This saw sales rise more than 50% at the 
recent NEC show and this has continued through the end of October and into November. In 
essence this is great German quality at an exciting price and fantastic specification." 




throws in a kitchen rack in 
Plexiglass, a wooden duckboard 
for the shower and adds the 
Ambient Light Pack. 

Then there are the optional 
packs, which every buyer is sure 
to go for. The Sky Ti Pack costs 
just £1,495 and adds air-con, cruise 
control, DAB radio/CD with 
navigation, reversing camera, 
16-inch alloys, an awning and the 
Oyster 65 Premium satellite 
system. The Sun Ti, Van Ti, Sky 
Wave, Sky I and Sky I Plus, and 
BoxStar Packs all cost £995 and 



add the same equipment, except 
for the awning and satellite dish. 
The BoxLife Pack costs £495 and 
offers air-conditioning and cruise 
control. All Ti' suffix models are 
low-profiles, 'I' models are 
A-classes, while BoxLife and 
BoxStar are van conversions. 

That brings us to the Silver 
Selection edition of the SkyU 
which takes all the extra spec 
for 2016 but then throws in the 
following features: a passenger 
airbag, electrically heated and 
operated side mirrors, 16-inch 



wheels, height-adjustable 
passenger seat, air-con and cruise 
control, windscreen and side 
window blinds, lighting around the 
Midi Heki rooflight, seat covers in 
the Pilot Comfort Seat Design, 
coloured bumpers, DAB+ radio 
with CD, navigation and 
touchscreen, reversing camera, 
leather steering wheel and 
gearshift. Techno design 
instrument panel, tyre pressure 
monitoring system, comfort TV 
drawer. Oyster 65 Premium 
satellite system with flatscreen 



TV, an awning, L-shaped seating 
group with a single-post table, 

CP-Plus heating control unit. 
Decorations Package, two USB 
sockets and an electric entry step. 

The Sky Ti range starts at 
£45,995 for the 6m French bed 
550 MF, up to £49,995 for the 
7.47m island bed 700 MX. The 
Sun Ti range starts at £55,495 
for the 7m French bed 650 MF, 
up to £58,195 for the 7.47m island 
bed 700 MX. » 



ve prices 

equipment, offering stunning value 
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With a 5 Year Warranty and new 6 berth layout 




Our award winning collection is prouing to be more popular than euer before. Our 2016 
season goal has been to add euen more specification and more ualue for money. With prices 
from an amazing £36,921 OTR, all models benefiting from a 5 year warranty as standard, 
plus, we haue introduced the new Tribute 736 with its family friendly, 6 berth layout, 
making Tribute without a doubt the best ualue for money range in the UK today! 




Visit ujuiuj.tnbutemotorhomes.co.uk to doionload the Latest 2016 neujsLetter 







This month 




Adventure Leisure Vehicles releases Silverline 



T he company responsible for importing 
iconic Airstream caravans into the UK has 
produced a brace of special edition motorhomes 
based on the V-Line Sport van conversions from 
Auto-Trail. The Silverline 610 and 620 are both 
finished in silver and measure less than 6m long. 
Both have a 177bhp 3-litre engine and six-speed 
semi-automatic gearbox. 



The Silverline 610 has a rear, U-shaped 
lounge that can convert into two singles or a 
double bed. The upholstery is trimmed in red 
and the 'van comes with sat-nav, colour-coded 
front and rear bumpers, a Thule 6200 awning, 
an LPG gas tank with 25-litre capacity, tinted 
cab windows, cruise control, cab air-con, 
electronic traction control and an electric 



entrance step. The mass in running order 
(MIRO) is 3,090kg which gives a usable 
payload of 410kg. Prices start from £59,800. 

The Silverline 620 is the same size as the 610 
but comes with a fixed transverse double bed at 
the rear, as well as an additional offside bench 
seat and dining area up front. The 620 has a 
payload of 400kg and prices start from £65,000. 



AUTO-TRAIL EXPANSION BEGINS 

It's only been just over 12 years since Auto-Trail moved to a purpose-built 
factory at tbe Europarc complex near Grimsby but work bas now started 
on a new multi-million pound factory extension. Tbe nine-montb build 
programme is scheduled for completion during tbe summer of 2016. Once 
complete, this production plant will become tbe largest and most modern 
dedicated motorbome factory in tbe UK, with production capacity 
exceeding 3,000 vehicles per year. 

Auto-Trail is owned by the French Trigano Group which is financing this 
5,500-square-metre factory development. In addition to this expansion plan, 
a further three-and-a-half acres of adjoining land has been purchased from 
Wykelands, the original developers of the Europarc business park. The 
new land will cater for all the logistic needs involved in the despatch of 
completed motorhomes. 

Two local companies are actively involved in this new development, 
with all architectural and project management work being handled by C R 
Parrott and the building contract being awarded to Cube 3 Construction. 




Benimar adds overcab 
coachbuilts to its UK range 

F ollowing the success of the Spanish brand in the UK with 
its high-spec low-profile coachbuilts, there are three new 
Benimar Mileo models on the way, courtesy of British 
importers. Marquis. The three new models, which are the first 
overcab coachbuilts in the range since its relaunch here in 
2014, will debut at the February NEC show. They are the Mileo 
313, 323 and 346, all based on the Fiat Ducato (as are the 
existing UK-bound line-up). 

The compact 313 has rear transverse bunk beds in a sub- 
six-metre body. Forward of the bunks are a washroom with 
circular shower and a pullman dinette on the nearside. On 
the offside is a galley with three-burner gas hob and a 149- 
litre Thetford fridge, plus a wardrobe forward of the entrance 
door. It's a classic family motorhome but in an unusually 
short body length. 

The Mileo 323 is 6.79m long and also has rear bunk beds. 
However, the extra length has been used to provide two 
dinettes up front, a small two-seater on the nearside and a 
full-sized, four-seat pullman arrangement on the offside. The 
slightly larger kitchen area is L-shaped and sits between the 
habitation door and the lounge, also on the offside. 

The Mileo 346 is the largest of the three newcomers, at 
7.17m long. It has another classic layout for a continental 
overcab coachbuilt, majoring on a fixed transverse double bed 
over a garage at the rear. Its grander washroom includes a 
separate shower, while lounging and dining is, again, served 
via a pullman dinette. A wardrobe and tall fridge/freezer line 
the offside wall, next to the relatively small kitchen. As with 
the 313 and 323, there is a large overcab double bed. 

Look out for exclusive tests of the new Benimars in 
forthcoming issues of Which Motorhome. We also have 
a Mileo 264 on long-term test - see page 59. » 
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Compact and uersatile 



AuaiLabLe in tuuo innouatiue Layouts the 669 and the 670 offer euerything you couLd euer uuont in o 
uon conuersion. Designed to offer you the uery best in Luxury Lining, these cost effectiue and compact 
uehicLes suffer no compromise in user space, thoni?s to their ingenious space sauing design. 



The 669 features o fixed rear doubLe bed and another odditionoL doubLe directLy oboue, oLLouuing four to 
sLeep in reoL comfort. The 670 on the other hand boasts o Large sociobLe rear Lounge, uuhich effortLessLy 
puLLs out into o fuLL-uuidth doubLe bed. Both modeLs possess four troueLLing seats, a fuLLy equipped 
i?itchen and o Luxurious uuet room, making your uehicLe o genuine home from home. 






Visit uiuiiii.tnbutemotorhomes.co.uk to downtoad the Latest 2016 brochure 






This month 







AUTO-SLEEPERS' NEW AL-KO FLAGSHIPS 

As we went to press, the first details were emerging of Auto-Sleepers' 
new top-of-the-range Corinium. Named after the Roman town now known 
as Cirencester, this new model takes the floorplans of the Mercedes- 
! based Burford and Burford Duo and transposes them onto a Peugeot 
Al-Ko chassis with single rear axle. With an overall length of almost 7.9 
metres and a starting price of around £63,000, the Corinium will be offered 
with French bed or fixed single bed floorplans, each with an end 
washroom. These designs will debut at the February NEC show, followed 
by an island bed version in May. The Corinium is expected to boast a very 
comprehensive specification, while a Media Pack will add satellite TV. An overcab 
bed and a lounge offering rear travel seats will be further personalisation options. 



Delays to Ford 
Transit deliveries 




I f you've been trying to get hold of a front-wheel 
drive Ford Transit L3H2 to convert into a 
campervan, then be prepared to wait. The current 
order lead time is said to be 37 weeks, thanks to 
problems with producing the gearbox at the Kocaeli 
plant in Turkey. This factory produces both the Transit 
and Transit Custom and has a capacity of 320,000 
vehicles a year. It even has its own port. When 
quizzed on the delay. Ford responded that, "There 
have been constraints within the plant which has 
slowed down lead times but Ford is working to 
overcome these." Ford also denied that there were 
any issues with gearbox production and wouldn't 
elaborate on what the constraints actually were. 

We still reckon that the new Ford base vehicles 
are worth waiting for. See our complete guide to 
Ford-based 
motorhomes 
starting on 
page 
15. 




T he French motorhome manufacturer, Chausson, has appointed more dealers in the UK, 
including Central Motorhomes in Northern Ireland and Preston Caravans & Motorhomes in 
north-west England. Central Motorhomes has reported that it will be stocking the 610 Flash 
and Welcome, 628EB Flash, 737 Welcome, and 718EB and 728EB Flash models, while Preston 
Caravans & Motorhomes currently has a Chausson 718EB Welcome and 737 Welcome in stock 
but was expecting delivery of 620, 625 and 628EB Flash models as well, as we went to press. 

Adam Hulme, Sales Director of Preston Caravans & Motorhomes, explained why the 
company had become a Chausson dealer, "We decided to become a Chausson dealer for 
several reasons. Firstly, the range complimented the models that we sell from our main 
supplier, Elddis, and therefore offers our customers more choice. We were very impressed by 
the build quality and value-for-money that Chausson represents. Plus, as an aside, we have 
known Chausson's Jeff Kenrick for many years." 




lili'hJil 



FEBRUARY ISSUE ON SALE 14 JANUARY 

IT’S OUR 30TH BIRTHDAY! 



We celebrate three decades of motorhome testing with exclusive 
first tests of the new Florium A-class from France and 
. Auto-Sleepers' new Fairford van conversion 



AWARDS TIME 

Plus, we reveal all the winners in the National Motorhome Awards 2016, plus the 'vans that didn't quite make the grade 
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FamilyTravel Centre 

Discover your route to the great outdoors 



Take a Closer Look... 

■ Customer Service Dealer of the Year 



Premier Dealer for Motorhomes 



Largest Stock of New Adria 
Motorhomes in the UK 



All New Adria's on 
Display in our Huge 
Indoor Showroom 




2016 

MODELS ON 
DISPLAY 

LARGE STOCK 
AVAILABLE 



www.familvtravelcentre.co.uk 

Tel: 0117 214 0004 

14-1 6 Flowers Hill, Brislington Retail Park, Bristol, BS4 5JJ 



2015 



Find us on facebook or follow 
us on Twitter: @familytravelctr 
info@familytravelcentre.co.uk 

Q You flllilS 
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BEST CUSTOMER 
SERVICE AWARD 
WH3 
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New and Used Motorhome Sales. Motorhome Hire. Accessory Shop. Onsite Workshop for servicing, repairs & MOT 






Ford special 




Fords forge ahead 

With our two 'live-in' tests in this issue both representing the blue oval, we round up 
all the other new models which opt for the Transit over the dominant Ducato and T6 



T ransit has become a byword 
for a big panel van, just as 
Hoover and Thermos brands 
have been adopted into the 
vernacular. Today, it is the third 
best-selling Ford - after the Focus 
and Fiesta - and, in terms of 
market share, it trounces both, 
taking more than a third of UK 
sales in its class. An advertising 
campaign once declared it was 
the "backbone of Britain", while it 
was also accused of being used in 
95% of all bank raids in the 1970s. 
And the Transit has been with us 
for over 50 years. 

The Transit has also been a 
basis for motorhomes, right from 
the start. From its early roots as a 



better-driving rival to the Bedford 
CF and the Commer, the Tranny 
has been through five generations 
- all of them spawning campervan 
and coachbuilt derivatives, some 
even appearing occasionally as 
A-classes. Today, the Transit has 
left its spiritual home in 
Southampton, with all production 
focused on Turkey, but the range 
has also grown far beyond what 
could have been imagined at the 
outset in 1965. 

Now, in addition to the Transit 
(with no suffix!), confusingly, there 
are the Transit Custom, Transit 
Connect and Transit Courier. The 
Custom is a VW T6 or Renault 
Trafic-sized van that's a growing 



force in the campervan sector, with 
Wellhouse Leisure leading the way 
after taking the Campervan of the 
Year title in 2014 with its Terrier. 
Next size down is the Transit 
Connect, a VW Caddy/Fiat Doblo/ 
Citroen Berlingo-class contender 
that can be converted into a car- 
like camper. No one has yet tried 
to make a motorhome out of the 
smallest Transit, the Courier. 

It's the 'full sized' Transit that is, 
unsurprisingly, the most relevant to 
the motorhome market. A number of 
manufacturers have started to offer 
high-top van conversions, while 
Trigano Group (and its Chausson 
and Roller Team brands) are still the 
sole manufacturers offering 



coachbuilts. That may limit your 
choice, but there are good reasons 
to go for the Ford over its obvious 
rivals. The cab has the feel of a big 
Focus with a lower seating position 
than in a Fiat Ducato/Peugeot Boxer 
and a more ergonomic dashboard 
design. Its driving characteristics 
also manage a fine balance 
between the sharp-handling but 
firm-riding Fiat and the softly, softly 
approach of a Mercedes. Only the 
lack of an automatic option - 
expected to be rectified this year 
-counts against it. 

So, if you fancy a Ford, here are 
your motorhoming options at the 
start of the 2016 season. We can 
only see the choice growing... » 



whiGh-motorhome.co.uk 1 15 




MARCH 2016 



eGREATYORKSHIRE 

MOTORHOMESALE 



HARROGATE 





YORKSHIRE'S BIGGEST 

MOTORHOME 



EXCLUSIVE SHOW OFFERS ON 
HUNDREDS OF NEW AND USED 
VEHICLES AND ACCESSORIES! 






★ BOOK N ADVANCE ★ 



SAVE OVER 25% 



//HEN BOOKED BEFORE 17™ WRCH 



REMEMBER SUBSCRIBERS GET A PAIR OF FREE TICKETS IN YOUR APRIL motarhoms 

ADULTS:£7.00 ■ FREE PARKING ■ FRIDAY- SUNDAY 

CHILDREN: Fftff I &SHOWGUIDE I 9:30am-4:30pm 

GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOWGROUNa HG2 8NZ 



BOOK ONLINE TODAY: 



T^greatyorkshiremotorhomesale.co.uk- 



BEPAfiTOFTHESTORYI 
FOLLOW THE lOURNtY 



0844 581 1240 



PRESENTED 6Y: 



*SQd booklrm fe« aDDtltSn 



Caravan motorhoniB 





Ford special 





Auto Campers Day Van from e27,3S0 

Based on the Tourneo Custom (the passenger-carrying version of 
the Transit Custom), the Day Van from Auto Campers (aka Roy 
Wood Transits) was voted Campervan of the Year in the 2015 
Motorhome Awards, although, at that stage, it was known 
as the Leisure Van. To confuse matters further still, the 
company brought out another model, also called Leisure 
Van, a short while later, but more about that below. 

Despite its name, the Day Van's spec does include a one- 
burner cooker and a 12-litre water canister that is part of a unit that can be completely removed if you want 
to use the vehicle as a people-carrier. The seats (all of them original Ford chairs) can also be completely 
removed if you need the van to do some serious hauling instead. In fact, the Auto Campers brochure shows 
12 possible permutations for the Day Van, from eight-seater bus to empty load-lugger. Kitchen and storage 
units are optional, as part of the vehicle's modular design and you can go for a standard-height fixed roof 
base van, a high-top or an elevating roof (with or without roof bed). In this most versatile of campervans you 
can even access the fridge or cook from outside. 

COMPARE IT WITH... VW T6 California Beach 



Auto Campers Leisure Van from e30,280 




The Leisure Van, which, like the Day Van, is available in low roof, high-top or rising 
roof format, came out shortly after the Day Van and is aimed at people who want a 
vehicle that's slightly more adapted for motorhoming. So you get a permanently sited 
kitchen unit with a two-burner hob and sink, a 40-litre water tank and a rear seat that 
folds out to make a generous double bed and can be slid forwards to provide more 
storage room at the back. There's also more substantial, permanent storage in the 
offside rear corner. 

But, while this might sound like the classic 
campervan layout, the Leisure Van spices things up 
with optional lime green or orange furniture and 
a second sliding door that allows the drawer- 
style fridge to be reached from outside. 
The spec includes metallic paint, 
front and rear parking sensors, 
a 100W solar panel and even 
a heated windscreen. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Danbury Go 




Auto Campers MRV 

FROM E29,780 

There's always room for compromise and the MRV 
is just that. In response to a customer who liked to 
go motorhoming but also bred pedigree dogs that 
she took to dog shows. Auto Campers has created a 
campervan that aims to include the best bits of both 
the Day Van and the Leisure Van. So you get the 
permanent kitchen furniture (including the 50-litre 
compressor fridge, 40-litre water tank and two-ring 
gas hob) but also seats that can be added or 
removed to suit requirements. There's plenty 
of space for storage beneath the slatted bed. 

The key difference between the MRV and more 
conventional campervans is the use of original Ford 
seats in the rear. These single seats can take 
passenger-carrying capacity up to five, each chair 
having armrests and being individually reclinable. 
COMPARE IT WITH... Bilbo's Space (on VWT6) 
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Chausson 510 from e30,550 

Back in 2014, Chausson simplified its low-profile ranges; then in 2015 it widened the 
gap between Flash and Welcome trim levels and offered all models on either Fiat 
Ducato or Ford Transit base vehicles. The Ford adds an extra 3cm to the overall 
length but reduces the cost by £1,300 compared with the Fiat. 

The 510 (photo above shows 2015 spec) is one of two babies in the 2016 range 
(the controversial 500 disappearing from the line-up after just one season), but 
still meets the target of providing a four-berth with a drop-down bed and end 
washroom in less than six metres: it comes in at 5.99m. 

Like all Chaussons, it comes in both Flash and Welcome spec, with a £3,800 price 
difference between the two. With Welcome you will find, among other things, a wider 
choice of colours and finishes, plus reversing sensors, a panoramic skylight, an AES 
fridge, a TV bracket, a better mattress, smarter exterior styling at the rear and 
additional indirect LED lighting. Going for Ford also gives you a stereo with USB 
connection and steering wheel-mounted radio/phone controls in the cab. 

The 510 started life as the Flash 10 and was one of the pioneers of the compact 
drop-down bed low-profile category, which now includes almost every European 
manufacturer. In Flash trim, it still presents as a good-value alternative in its class 
with one of the biggest and best washrooms around. Not only that, but its drop-down 
bed lowers right down to seat height when you only need two berths. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Rapido 600FF (on Fiat) 




Chausson 514 from e39,250 



/buy IF.. 

/ You want a 



The 514 is another sub-six-metre low-profile, but this one comes garage in a 
with a permanent transverse double bed at the rear whose 
height can be adjusted to make more room in the garage below. 

Called Easy Bed by Chausson, it can be varied in height by up to 30cm. 

There is also a manual drop-down bed over the front dinette, although this 
can be deleted as an option. In the centre of the vehicle are a compact kitchen 
and all-in-one washroom with semi-separate circular shower. Diesel-fired 
blown-air heating is standard and can be used while you drive. As with all 
^ ‘ * * Chaussons, going for the Ford 

version limits your engine options 
^ 'ffll to a 2.2-litre diesel with either 
I /fcl ^23bhp or 153bhp, butyou do 

i!^|SlI got a stereo in the cab as well 
as ESP as standard. 

COMPARE IT WITH... 

^ Swift Rio 325 (on Fiat) 



Chausson 510 from e40,6S0 

In Flash specification and based on Ford, the Chausson 
610 is the 2015 Motorhome of the Year, thanks to a clever 
design that takes all the best bits of its 510 sister model 
and solves its one possible criticism - limited storage. 

It obviates that issue in some style with a massive rear 
garage that even includes three access hatches and a full- 
height section for skis, etc. And yet overall length is still a 
reasonably modest 6.69m. 

Another large part of the 610's appeal is its lavish end 
washroom, which has since sparked something of a trend 
among motorhome designers. Its shower is huge for a 
motorhome and the wardrobe is vast by any standard. 

The transverse drop-down bed (the main berth) comes 
down to a height that is lower than many of this motorhome's 
competitors, making it accessible for almost anyone, 
although some might find the basic lighting options in the 
Flash spec a little too rudimentary, especially with the lack 
of any central skylight. Upgrade to a Welcome and the 610 
looks plusher and wants for little. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Benimar Mileo 286 (on Fiat) 




If the size of your travelling party means you need to consider 
bunk beds, the 616 could well be the 'van for you. It manages 
to fit five berths (two bunks at the back, a drop-down double 
at the front with two height positions, and a smaller single 
underneath that you can make up from the lounge seating and 
drop-down table) within a length that comes in well short of 
that crucial seven-metre barrier, at 6.79m. There are five travel 
seats, too, but one of these is a rather makeshift rear-facer. 

This layout also means that you get a huge wardrobe just 
forward of those transverse rear bunks - plenty big enough 
for a family of five - while the Transit's wheelarch makes a 
useful seat in the shower. The 175-litre fridge/freezer is family- 
friendly, too, and the lower bunk bed can be folded away to 
create a full-width garage. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Roller Team Auto-Roller 707 
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Ford special 




Chausson 620 from £ 42, 250 

The 620 is a new model for 2016, but features an end 
washroom similar to its cousin, the 610, as well as a 
central 'island' travel seat that was a feature of the now 
discontinued Suite range. The latter divided opinion - and 
Chausson has ditched the central island kitchen that was 
also part of the Suite's unique design. 

More importantly, the lounge area layout allows the 
inclusion of the world's first ever drop-down lengthways island 
bed. Yes, you can have all the comfort of a fixed bed that both 
of you can access easily and still raise it away in a morning to 
leave you with an interior that feels enormously spacious for 
a 'van that comes in at less than seven metres long. 

The 620 also has the triple-door garage of the 610 (so there's 
masses of storage) and Isofix on the rear travel seat (perfect 
for fitting kiddy seats). With a 175-litre fridge/freezer and a 
wonderfully open and roomy interior, it's no wonder that this 
model is shortlisted in the 2016 National Motorhome Awards. 

For more detail see the road test in this month's MMM. 
COMPARE IT WITH... Something a lot bigger and more 
expensive, then buy this! 





Chausson 625 from E 42,650 

Another Chausson Ford that comes in at less than seven metres, the 625 is the classic 
French bed layout in Chausson's low-profile range. As with all the rest of the range, it's 
£1,300 less on a Ford base than the Fiat alternative, while upgrading to Welcome spec 
costs £3,800 more than the entry-level Flash. 

Flowever, the ever-innovative French firm has added a twist to the French bed format here, placing 
an entirely separate shower cubicle at the foot of the bed, rather than incorporating the shower into 
the toilet area alongside the double mattress. The shower door can also open out across the vehicle 
to provide a private en suite at the rear. 

The 625 comes with a 175-litre fridge/freezer, diesel-fired heating and a drop-down double bed over 
the front lounge. 

Like most 2016-model Chaussons, it also comes with a Technibox, which locates electrical and water 
services together, accessed via an external hatch. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Knaus SkyTi 650 MF(on Fiat) 





Chausson 626EB/718EB/728EB from £43,250 

We've grouped these together as they are three island bed layouts. The 628EB's raison c 
is its sub-seven-metre length. At 6.99 metres it still fits in an entirely separate shower, 
a 175-litre fridge/freezer and a height-adjustable rear bed. 

The 718EB and 728EB are both half a metre longer, at 7.49m. They differ slightly in 
their galley format, but the key differences are in the bathroom area. The newer 728EB 
manages to squeeze in a more secluded central washroom, with partition doors sealing 
off both the front of the 'van and the bedroom. It has the fashionable dividing wall at the 
foot of the bed (the perfect place to site a TV) with the central washbasin on the reverse 
side of the wall. If you want the most up-to-date motorhome design, this is it. 

The bedroom-to-bathroom partition is missing in the 718EB, so you will need to be on 
very intimate terms with your nearest and dearest. It does still have a shower on one side 
of the 'van and a totally separate toilet/washbasin cubicle on the other side. 

All three models come with a drop-down double at the front, as well as the usual choice of Flash or 
Welcome spec, while the EB suffix means Easy Bed, so the island double can be varied in height by up to 30cm 
COMPARE IT WITH... Rapido 650FF and 691 FF (on Fiat) 
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Ford special 




Chausson 727GA/737 from E43,990 

With numbering that is strangely similar to Boeing's, these two models are 
new (737, photo below) and updated (727GA) additions to Chausson's low- 
profile range. With fixed single beds, this pair offers a format that is 
becoming increasingly popular in the UK. 

They are both well over seven metres, with the 737 stretching the tape 
measure by an extra 10cm - 7.49m plays 7.39m. If you want maximum 
storage space, it'll be the 727GA for you as this takes the traditional high- 
beds-over-a-garage route. Entirely separate shower and toilet areas are 
at the foot of the beds. The garage impresses with its triple door access. 

Meanwhile, the brand-new 737 is a low bed model with a full-width end 
washroom. Its beds measures 6ft Bin and 6ft 2in long and its galley comes 
with a low-set oven (grill in Flash trim) and an apothecary storage unit. 
There's a full-height external storage locker in this model, though it cannot 
match the 727GA's garage for volume. As in other Chaussons, we love the 
Easy Chef external slide-out cooker for those balmy summer weekends. 
COMPARE IT WITH... Adria Matrix Silver Collection ^ 

/buyif... 

You want single 
beds and plenty 
of space 




Danbury Fun fr9m ess, 999 

Compared with the Now (below), the new Fun is a much more 
standard campervan, competing with VWT6-based rivals. It 
comes with a 50-litre fridge, a fixed water tank and a proper 
wardrobe and cupboards, albeit that most of the storage is still 
under the seat. It's not at all basic, however, as this campervan 
also includes rear stereo speakers and LED lighting. And the 
relative lack of furniture means that you get a rear seat which 
can easily seat three fully grown adults and which - once you 
remove the headrests - folds out electrically to produce a really 
good-sized double bed. There are two trim levels for the base 
vehicle. Base and Trend, with the latter including cruise control, 
a heated windscreen, power-fold mirrors, automatic headlamps, 
parking sensors, cornering lights and a leather-trimmed steering 
wheel. Prices start at £33,999 with the 99bhp engine, rising to 
£36,999 with the 153bhp diesel and Trend trim. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Bilbo's Komba (on VWT6) 



Danbury Go fr9m ess, 999 

The recently improved Danbury Go is a more 
conventional and more fully appointed stablemate to 
the Fun, with a full side kitchen and a two-seater rear 
bench - the classic campervan layout. The rear seat 
can be slid forward so that children are nearer to their 
parents in the cab and the load area behind is 
extended. As an option, the Go can also include an 
innovative kitchen splashback that doubles up as a TV! 
You also get a 50-litre Webasto fridge, a three-burner 
hob, and a combined grill and oven, as well as LED 
lighting and mains 
sockets. Trim levels are 
1 the same as for the Fun. 

\ Both 'vans are well-priced. 
COMPARE IT WITH... 
Volksleisure Silver 
Star(on VWT6) 



/ BUYIF 

Danbury Now from ei9,34s 

The cheapest of Bristol-based Danbury's ? use for occasior 

three new Ford campervans, the Now is « | camping 

based on the Tourneo Connect (the people- I 

carrier version of the little Transit Connect). ^ 

The Now is an innovative take on the old ^ 
chestnut of trying to provide a campervan * ^ 

that can also double up as a five-seat daily 
driver. It achieves this by including the 

fridge, toilet, cooker and kitchen storage / y 

in one unit at the back, in the original boot ' * ** 

area of the car. The whole galley can easily ^ ^ 

be removed, although it has been designed for use in situ, with the tailgate open as 
a 'roof. An optional tailgate awning provides more weather protection. 

On first viewing of the prototype, we weren't totally convinced by the support 
available for the double bed. On the plus side, however, you get plenty of flexibility, with 
three different trim levels on the base vehicle - Style, Zetec and Titanium. The last of 
those includes integrated roof rails, 16in alloy wheels, a panoramic roof, parking 
sensors, cornering lights and Active City Stop. Engines range from a 99bhp petrol to 
a IlSbhp diesel with optional Powershift automatic gearbox. 

COMPARE IT WITH... CMC Reimo Caddy Camp (on VW Caddy) 




use for occasional 
camping j 



» 
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Two great names, combining 
flair with technology so you can 



N0W/ GO/ 



and have 



FuN! 





Danbury 

N0w; 

New from 

£19,345^ 



Available M 
from under 

£165 

per month* 



Da n bu ry GO/ New from £35,999 

Danbury 

MotorCaravans 



www.danburymotorcaravans.com 
01454 310000 



tAII vehicle prices are inclusive of on-the-road charges. These include factory delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Vehicles and photographs 
shown with various cost options. *Finance example: cash price £19,345, £5,000 deposit, amount to be financed £14,345, 120 months @£164.28 per month. Total amount payable 
£24,723.60. Includes £10 option to purchase fee. Apr 6.9%. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Danbury Motorcaravans, Armstrong Way, Yate, Bristol BS37 5NG. 







riC 



findmylove.org 




New & Used Campervans from £26,000* 




www.danburymotorcaravans.com 



01454 310 000 




*Danbury VW T5 Transporter 2009, 52,000 miles, 5 seat Surf conversion. Subject to availabilty. 





Ford special 




Devon Discovery from £44,688 

This new two-berth model from Devon Conversions is based on the front- 
wheel drive Transit long-wheelbase panel van with medium-height roof (L3 H2). 
Somehow, that sleeker roofline manages to visually offset the large snout of 
the cab that some people find off-putting and yet it provides full standing room 
inside (1.85m), unlike the high-roof version of the smaller Transit Custom. 

The Discovery's layout includes two rear travel seats, for the occasional 
travelling companion (or for grandchildren who like camping in their own tent), 
while the forward aspect of the conversion can be arranged as a pullman 
dinette (for dining) or an L-settee (for lounging). Both cab seats swivel but 
the L-settee prevents the driver's chair from fully rotating. 

The conversion offers a generous payload (up to 618kg) and a fitted, 
underslung gas tank, but complex bed making and small water tank capacities 
do count against it. The rear nearside kitchen includes a two-burner hob and 
separate Smev combi oven/grill, as well as an 85-litre three-way fridge. 
Opposite, the well laid-out washroom has a bench cassette toilet, but a 
clingy curtain is required for showering. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Auto-Sleeper Stanway (on Peugeot) 



BUYIF..^ 

Headroom's not an 
issue, but a top- 
spec cab is I 



Devon Firefly 

FROM £36,177 

The Firefly - see Motorhome of the 
Month in this issue (page 38) - is 
Devon's Ford Transit Custom-based 
version of its VW T6 LWB-based Sundowner. 
Launched as a high-top model, it is now also 
available with an elevating roof. 

Devon has chosen Ford's top Trend trim level as 
standard here, so, along with twin airbags, cruise 
control and air-conditioning, you also get a trip 
computer, automatic headlights, a heated 
windscreen and an impressive audio system. Despite 
all that it still comes in several thousand pounds 
cheaper than the Sundowner. 

The high-roof's lower-than-average 2.43m overall 
height might enhance the vehicle's appearance, but 
it does restrict internal headroom. Of course, this is 
solved by the rising roof option, but then you lose 
out a little on storage. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Devon Sundowner (on VW T6) 





Devon Mayflower from £50,907 

Devon has resurrected the Mayflower name for 2016 and used it to christen this, 
the longest of its new Ford-based models. Here, a Ford Transit Jumbo (L4 H3) panel 
van brings overall length up to 6.7m - longer even than an extra-long Fiat Ducato. 

As a result, you get two lounges which both make into proper beds (two singles 
or a giant 1.90m by 1.71m double at the rear, a 1.83m by 0.61m single up front) and a 

consistent internal height of 2.05m - not bad for 
a rear-wheel drive model. Putting those beds 
together can be a bit of an ordeal with so 
many scatter and filler cushions, 

however, while both the washroom 
and kitchen storage are a bit of 
a compromise. There's only so 
much you can fit into a van 
conversion, even a big one 
like this. 

COMPARE IT WITH... 

Auto-Sleeper Fairford (on Peugeot) 



» 
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Ford special 




Evo Design Ford Custom from e36,499 

Evo Design's Jon Collier is one of the relatively few campervan specialists to have taken 
the bold step of bringing out a campervan based on the new Transit Custom, rather than 
concentrating solely on Volkswagen's ever-popular Transporter in either T5 or new T6 
guise. But just look at the price - and standard spec - of the Ford, compared with the VW. 

The cab feels like a Ford Focus rather than a builder's van, with a leather-clad 
'buy IF... ✓ Steering wheel and great ergonomics. There's a decent amount of 

storage, too, and a comfortable bed created from the excellent 
RIB seat. The only downsides are that, because of the furniture 
layout (with a slight L-shape), only the passenger seat swivels, 
while, as the Transit is taller than the VW, car park barriers may 
become a problem. Otherwise, this is a high-quality side 

M kitchen campervan with lots of appeal. The use of 
^ drawers in the kitchen and practical under-seat 
stowage for a loo are just two examples of 
touches that make the Evo stand out in an 
overcrowded campervan sector. 

COMPARE IT WITH... 



Other campervans 
aren't good 
I enough 




Hillside Castleton 

FR9M £34,995 

Although it also converts Renault Trafics 
and Nissan NV200s, Derby-based van 
converter, Flillside Leisure, is best known for 
Volkswagen conversions, one of which won 
our Ultimate Showdown of T5 campers in 
the December issue. But, in among all the 
brouhaha about the new T6, Flillside has 
also brought out the Castleton, its first 
venture with Ford. 

Based on a Transit Custom, the Castleton 
is available with two spec levels - standard 
at £34,995 and a higher spec model at 
£37,795. That's based on Ford's Limited trim 
level (one step up from Trend) and includes 
a 123bhp engine upgrade, plus cab air- 
conditioning, among other goodies. 

The layout features a standard rock'n' 
roll RIB seat/bed, which we found a tad 
on the short side as a bed, plus a spacious, 
L-shaped kitchen behind the driver's seat. 
Flillside has also made use of space on the 
nearside to include extra lockers. Upstairs, 
the rising roof offers a comfy double berth 
with Froli plastic springs. 

COMPARE IT WITH... 

Flillside Ellastone (on Renault Trafic) 



Murvl Morello fr9m £49,939 

The flagship of this Devon-based van converters' range has wowed 
journalists and punters alike and won a string of awards in Fiat- 
based guise. Now, this end kitchen model is available with the 
all-new Ford Transit LWB as a base vehicle as well. You can even 
choose from front, rear or all-wheel drive. 

Inside, though, it's the classic Murvi layout - luxurious L-settee 
facing the sliding side door, L-shaped rear kitchen along the 
nearside and across one rear door, then a corner washroom on the 
offside. It all works absolutely brilliantly and decor and specification 
can be tailored to your exact needs, including various cooking 
equipment and fridge size options, even a gas-free version with 
diesel hob. But, whatever version you choose, you can be sure that 
the quality will be unreproachable. 

COMPARE IT WITH... IH 630 FL (on Fiat) 




24lnjolliirhoiiiHllANUARY2016 




Compact Camper with a Difference 



Here Now from £34,995 OTR 



Elevating Roof / 4 Berth / 4 Seat Belts / 2 Ring Hob / Great Value for Money 



HILLSID€ 



Come and visit our workshop and showroom: 
Chequers House, Chequers Lane, Derby DE216AW 
01332 207 976 1 hillsideleisure.co.uk | sales@hillsideleisure.co.uk 

Vehicle shown is a Hillside Leisure Castleton with an OTR price of £45,995. All images, facts and figures are correct at the time of printing. Hillside Leisure Limited reserves the 
right to change vehicle specification and pricing without prior warning. For more details on our terms and conditions, visit our website at www.hillsideleisure.co.uk 






Murvi Pimento 8 Pimento XL 

FROM £48,153 

The increased width of the all-new Transit means a version of Murvi's shorter 
(5.53m) Pimento model is also now available on a Ford base. This two-berth comes 
with an ingenious cantilevered wardrobe which means that the double bed, when 
assembled, is some 1.96m (6ft 5in) long. The washroom is accessible from the rear 
door, too, but whereas on Fiat and Mercedes-based models the toilet is moved to 
one side to provide greater access, the stipulations of the Ford chassis means you 
have to step over the loo here to get in. 

The Pimento may have a smaller lounge than the Morello but otherwise it 
loses little to its bigger brother. Its L-shaped kitchen and corner washroom 
design are broadly similar (with a wide range of options), while the straight, 
side-facing sofa still offers great views through an open sliding door. 
Meanwhile, the Pimento XL gains extra storage for bulky gear, accessed 
via the back doors. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Auto-Sleeper Symbol (on Peugeot) 



Roller Team Zefiro 690 G from £39,050 




The larger of the two Roller Team overcabs, the 7.20m-long Zefiro 690 G has 
another classic, family-friendly layout. You get a transverse double bed at the 
back this time, along with a useful internal door for accessing the rear garage 
- something that could make the space suitable as a kennel. A pity, then, that 
he two rear-facing travel seats among the four in the front 
pullman dinette only have lap restraints. In reality, though, this 
motorhome works best as a generous four- 
berth, with big double beds over 
the garage and in the luton. 

Its raison d'etre is the 
large rear garage - you'll 
not want for stowage 
space here - and that's backed 
up by a 505kg payload, even 
on a 3,500kg chassis. 
Read the review in 
MMM, Summer 2015 
issue for more details. 
COMPARE IT 
WITH... Rimor Koala 
Elite 111 (on Renault) 



Roller Team Zefiro 675 

FROM £39,850 

The 675 is the shorter of two Zefiro overcab coachbuilts, 
which Roller Team introduced in 2015. Each one is a real six- 
berth. The 675 has transverse bunk beds at the rear and four 
travel seats in the front pullman dinette (which is extendable 
widthways for more seating capacity on site). The 123bhp 
engine is standard, with 153bhp as an option. 

Designed and built in Italy, a country where they are used 
to large families, the size of this motorhome (6.87m long is not 
too bulky) should come as no surprise, but there's a good 
level of storage here, too, thanks in part to the bottom bunk 
which folds up to provide extra space in the rear garage. 

There's a modern look inside with white locker doors 
contrasting against dark wood. Kitchen worktop space 
is generous for family cooking and the fridge is a tall/slim 
model with bottle drawer. A separate shower is another 
plus, especially at this super-keen price. Just add another 




Roller Team Zefiro 695/6 

FROM £40,350 

Following huge demand for the Ford cab. Roller Team has 
extended the Zefiro range for the UK in 2016. There are two 
new island bed models - the only difference between the 
695 and 696 is that the latter also has an electrically 
operated drop-down bed over the lounge (and therefore 
costs £500 more). 

These 7.45m low-profile Zefiros have typically European 
layouts - so, not the comfiest of lounges and a bijou 
kitchen, as, given their climate, Italian motorhomers tend 
to like to dine outside. 

But there's loads of storage space and you can move 
the island bed to a higher position to make room for a 
bicycle when you are on the move. The kitchen has the 
addition of an oven, to suit British tastes, while the 
separate shower and toilet areas is a definite plus of this 
type of floorplan. See our exclusive first full road test of 
the Zefiro 696 on page 30. 

COMPARE IT WITH... Carado T449 (on Fiat) 
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Ford special 




RS Equinox from £45,ooo 



South Yorkshire-based RS Motorhomes is best known for its huge, £100k-plus coachbuilts but is 
also now offering its Equinox family of van conversions on the Ford Transit (as well as the 
.. Mercedes Sprinter). The basic layouts from the bespoke manufacturer provide either front 
or rear lounges (two-or three-berth), a huge garage (for motorbike carriage) or a fixed 
rear double bed. 

Your pocket's depth is the only limiting factor to what might be provided 
here. Most fittings - including the woodwork and the GRP washrooms - are 
made by the company on site, and leather upholstery is the norm. 

Most Transit-based Equinoxes will probably come on the 6.7-metre-long 
Jumbo panel van, but choice of vehicle length is up to the customer. Prices 
start in the mid-£40,000s. 

COMPARE IT WITH... The IH range (on Fiat) 



/BUY IF... 

I You want an 
affordable, bespoke 
motorhome 




Thor Gemini from £79,995 

What's this, an American RV based on a Ford Transit? Unlike its 
UK compatriots, it comes with a 3.2-litre, 185bhp diesel engine. 
Perhaps even more excitingly, it is the first motorhome on the new 
Transit to be available in the UK with an automatic gearbox. The 
six-speed SelectShift transmission fitted to the Gemini also allows 
you to switch to fully manual operation, if you prefer. 

At 7.16m in length, the Gemini is remarkably European in size, 
but it still comes with a slide-out at the rear to extend space in 
the bedroom with its central island 
bed. The RV's other features 
include soft-close drawers, 
habitation area air- 
conditioning, an electric 
awning, microwave, generator 
and even an external TV! 

COMPARE IT WITH... 

Moto-Trek Euro-Treka QB 





Wellhouse Terrier 2 

FR9M £43,999 

Two years after it became the first manufacturer to 
offer a campervan conversion on the all-new Ford 
Transit Custom, and 300 sold 'vans later, Wellhouse has 
updated the Terrier with stylish new Italian-designed Tecnoform 
furniture. It's even better than the original, which won the 
Campervan of the Year title in 2014. 

The existing layout (involving a side 
kitchen and sliding rear seat) remains, as do 
the two different SE and Sport spec levels. 

There are five different furniture colours to 
choose from but all models offer five 
seatbelts. Prices start at £43,000 
and the Terrier is available 
through a wide range of 
Ford dealers up and 
down the country. 

COMPARE IT WITH... 

VW T6 California Ocean 
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Ford special 



Wellhouse Terrier Lux 

FROM £34,000 

This two-berth, rear kitchen, entry-level model expands 
Wellhouse's Ford-based Terrier range and offers 
something quite different. Based on the high-roof Transit 
Custom, it features two rear seats that convert into single 
beds, plus the option of a cassette toilet in the rear. The 
lounge seats are rather flat and basic. 

Despite its budget positioning (with prices starting 
at just £34,000), standard spec includes parking sensors, 
cruise control and a DAB radio. Options include a heater, 
solar panel and alloy wheels. Think of it as a back-to- 
basics conversion for older couples who have no need 
for rear travel seats, but who don't want to sacrifice 
build quality and don't want to buy secondhand. 
COMPARE IT WITH... A used Auto-Sleeper Symbol 





Wellhouse Terrier XL 

FROM £41,500 

Here's a longer, taller 
Terrier. The extra 
length has 
allowed 
Wellhouse 
to incorporate 
a toilet 

compartment (no shower or hot water, though) in the rear 
corner, while still not losing the five safe belted travel seats 
of the original design. Standing room is a bit tight, as is storage 
space, but here's an interesting addition to the Terrier range 
that should have some niche appeal. You can read more about 
this unusual design in our comparison of 5.5-metre high-top 
van conversions in the June 2015 issue. 

COMPARE IT WITH. . . A used Westfalia Nugget on the old Ford 
Transit (surely the inspiration behind this layout) 





Wellhouse M-Camper 

FROM £55,000 




Another new addition to Wellhouse's Ford Transit Custom campervan range 
has been designed with input from M Sport, the team that creates Ford's 
World Rally Championship vehicles. Hence the snazzy 
exterior with lowered suspension, 18in alloy wheels, side 
arch extensions, a rear tailgate spoiler 
and a quad exhaust system. It looks the 
business, or all a bit too Max Power... 

The rally theme continues on the inside, 
where you get Nappa leather seats, 
limited edition dials and a thicker, 
all-leather steering wheel. 

Equipped with the 153bhp 
engine and a pop-up 
roof, prices for this 
'van start at a cool 
55-grand. 

COMPARE IT WITH... 

Err... 
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2004 Hymer B51 4 left hand drive, Fiat 2.8 jtd 

huge spec, 3.85T chassis, Goldschmitt suspension, garage version, 
outside BBQ point, outside lockers, awning, double electric step, 
excellent condition, FSH 



wellhouse 

buitt for Lifestyle 



201 4 Ford Terrier custom se 2.2 tdci issps, 4 berth, 

full sliding rear seat, seats 5 people, 4 berth, has leather, roof bed, 
solar panel, Webasto heating, Reimo active rails, Reimo multi rail. 
Ready to go 



£39,500 



2000 Dethleffs Globetrotter on Fiat2.8JDT 

53,000 miles, LEFT FIAND DRIVE, Cab AC, Solar, Sat dish, drop 
down bed, rear French bed with storage, small garage version, 
ladder roof bars, FSFI 



All vehicles sold with warranty’s 
and come with mains lead, 
gas bottle, cab screens, MOT, 
TAX, full PDI and valet. 

Nationwide delivery service available. 



Ford Terrier Custom LWB hitop LUX 

model , rear kitchen with hidden cassette toiiet, doubie giazed 
windows, blinds and fly screens, 2 seater, 2 berth, front & rear 
parking sensors, air-con, blue tooth, new unregistered 



New Eriba Troll 550 elevating roof 3 berth caravan, 
heating, double glazed, easy to tow. 



2011 Hyundai 1800 2.5 CRDi only 15,000 miles, built 
by us when new, oven, hot water, 4 berth, alloys, AC, seats 5, lovely 
condition and still under manufacturer’s warranty. 



NEW Ford Terrier Custom S 2.2 TDCi lOOps in white, ex 
demo, seats 5, sliding rear seat, Webasto heater, electric step, alloys, 
black roof, unregistered and ready to go 



£29,500 



2011 Hyundai 1800 2.5 CDRi 168ps, only 17,000 miles 
in black, as new condition, seats 5, hot water, oven, 4 berth, Reimo 
elevating roof, bike rack 



£29,500 



Toyota Regius and Granvia. Choice of 8 already to 

go, 2.7i or 3.4V6 petrol or 3.0TD high tops and elevating roofs, all 
with Wellhouse conversions. 



Ford Terrier M-Sport. Latest 2016 Italian conversion, 
full M-Sport bodykit, leather, extra lighting, starlit roof, probably 
best small compact camper in UK. 



2014 Ford Terrier Tourneo custom 2 2i55ps 5 

seater, 4 berth, has roof bed, reversing camera, 3800 miles. Tectonic 
silver, ready to go 



NEW Ford Terrier Custom Sport “Rosso Edition” 155ps, 
18 inch alloys, special black and red leather upholstery, awning, 
SMEV mini grill, roof bed, SAT NAV, solar, electric step, reversing 
camera, stunning looking camper, ex demo 



£46,500 



Mercedes Vito Moseiie ieast 2016 modei, 

elevating roof, sliding seat system, heating, choice of colours, auto 
or manual, 136 to 190hp. Prices from £48,500 



NEW Ford Terrier XL ex demo, LWB Fli-top 2 berth with 
rear loo compartment and cassette toilet, L-shape rear kitchen, mini 
grill, Webasto heating, twin swivel seats, ex demo 



2014 Ford Terrier Custom SE 125ps in Tectonic silver, 
9500 miles, leather, solar panel, alloys, Webasto heater. Reversing 
camera. External BBQ point, CAT 1 alarm system 



Prices from £48,500 OTR 



We are open 6 days a week Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm, weekends 1 0am - 4pm and are situated on the A629 and 
A635 Junction, 15 minutes from J37 of the Ml and only 5 minutes from Hoimfirth (last of the Summer Wine’ town). 

For more details visit or telephone 








star test 



The winning Te 

Has Roller Team achieved the impossible, creating a big, 
family-friendly motorhome which is also fun to drive? 

AT A GLANCE • PRICE FROM £40,850 • BERTHS 5 • TRAVEL SEATS 5 




T he debut of the two-model Zefiro range, 
based on the brand-new Ford Transit, 
proved a runaway success for Roller Team 
in 2015, accounting for one-third of the marques 
sales. Accordingly, the line-up has been doubled 
for 2016, introducing the 695 and 696, both 
featuring island beds. The Zefiro 696 also has an 
over-lounge drop-down bed - though you 
wouldn’t guess, as the new ’van lacks the slightly 
awkward roach-back look typical of this layout. 
Instead, it has a flat top tapering to a smart, knife- 
edge, low-profile overcab. 

The Zefiro is a bit of a ‘jumbo’ at 7.47m (sorry!), 
with a 2.5m rear overhang. However, it looks neat 
and functional, if conventional. The most unusual 



aspect is the base vehicle - we’re so used to seeing 
the Fiat Ducato’s familiar face on coachbuilt 
motorhomes, it’s something of a shock to see the 
assertive snout of a Transit instead. Even its mother 
couldn’t call it pretty, but looks aren’t everything 
and the new Transit is good to drive, earning an 
excellent reputation for performance and 
ergonomics. As Roller Team motorhomes are 
aimed towards the lower-priced market sector, it’s 
no surprise to see an unpainted (though more 
practical) front bumper, although all 2016 Zefiros 
do come with the Lux Pack which includes a four- 
bike rack, reversing camera, solar panel and full- 
door flyscreen. The price may be budget, but the 
equipment level clearly shows higher aspirations. 



CONVENTIONAL & CONTINENTAL 

Closer inspection reveals a neatly finished exterior, 
the body being insulated with Styrofoam and 
topped with a GRP skin, which extends to the 
underside. Another of the many companies which 
have moved away from wood-framed construction 
methods. Roller Team calls its own version Evo 
Extreme Protection System, using plastic extrusions 
for the coachbuilt structure to obviate problems 
traditionally caused by water ingress. The company 
also shares the new, highly impressive warranties 
now offered throughout the Auto-Trail empire - 10 
years on bodywork integrity, five years for the 
habitation area and five years and unlimited 
mileage for the base vehicle. 
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Roller Team Zefiro 696 





Being Italian-made, its not surprising that the 
Zefiro has an offside habitation door. However, its 
worth noting that the company’s Auto-Roller range 
(all on Fiat Ducato) are UK-handed and it is hinted 
that Zefiros may follow suit for 2017. The door is a 
trifle narrow, and the two internal steps are also slim 
(front to back), so care has to be taken upon exiting. 

The layout is quite conventional, in a modern, 
continental way. Forwards of the habitation door is 
the lounge, incorporating swivelled cab seats and 
with the rear travel seats forming a half-dinette 
with a fixed table. Immediately behind, on the 
nearside, is a small, L-shaped kitchen (with fridge 
tower opposite), then, behind a sliding privacy 
door, comes the en suite bedroom. 



THE FUN BIT FROM FORD 

The new Transit’s cab is as good as it gets - aside from 
a couple of minor quirks. The large, central binnacle 
has a multitude of audio system controls which 
newcomers might find daunting - though vital ones 
are duplicated on the steering wheel - and heating/ 
ventilation knobs seem intended for passenger 
operation, being too far away from the driver. 

Everything else is great. The superb driving 
position is fully adjustable, with multi-position seats, 
twin armrests and reach and rake adjustment for the 
wheel. The gearstick for the six-speed manual ’box is 
perfectly positioned, the handbrake not too far down 
by the driver’s right and the steering wheel (with 
cruise control and trip computer controls, part of the 



£999 Driver’s Pack), is small and leather covered. 

Door mirrors are smaller than those on the rival 
Fiat, so perhaps less vulnerable - nonetheless, they 
give an excellent view, assisted by the interior mirror, 
here set up as a superb rear view camera monitor. 

The test ’van had the standard 2.2-litre, 123bhp 
engine, which made a good fist of propelling this 
big motorhome at quite indecent speeds. Why 
travel so fast? Well, we collected the Zefiro from 
Auto -Trail’s factory in Grimsby and made leisurely 
progress to the Woodhall Spa C&CC site - only to 
find, when we set up shop’ in late afternoon, that 
we’d left our bags of clothing behind in our own 
’van, back at Grimsby! Cue a ‘forced march’ in 
rather frosty silence, back to Auto -Trail before 



» 
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star test 




QUALITY COUNTS ★★★★★ 



Nothing fell off. Nothing broke. 

Everything seemed well assembled. Some 
of the materials used internally were a bit 
lightweight, including the washroom's 
tambour door, but this is a budget 
motorhome. However, externally, GRP 
cladding and a wood-free construction 
inspire confidence. Our main gripes are 
the strangely family-unfriendly seat fabric 
and the awkward-to-wipe table but these 
are design, rather than quality, issues. 




• Top-class base vehicle 

• Comfortable beds 

• Big garage 

• Long warranties 

• Good value-for-money 



AGAINST 



• Small kitchen 

• Awkward table 

• Lack of washroom wall-space for 
hooks/fittings 



closing time - an 80 -mile round trip on challenging roads. 

You know what? We (well, the driver), really enjoyed 
the blast. The Zefiro absolutely flew. The gruff engine 
pulled with an enthusiasm belying its modest output. The 
gearing proved perfectly judged and outstandingly 
flexible, pulling from low revs or high. The gearchange 
was slickness personified. The steering seemed light, 
positive and full of feel. The handling was secure and the 
suspension supple but controlled, while the interior 
fittings were quiet and well-behaved. So much fun did 
one of us have that, on the return trip to Woodhall Spa, 
stern instructions were issued to slow down and stop 
playing at being Lewis Hamilton! 

MODERN MOTORHOMING 

The habitation door is a high-quality Hartal unit with a 
window - unusual in a budget Van - and a mirror to the 
side, reflecting extra light. It opens onto a very modern 
(though not particularly cosy) interior. Woodwork is a dark 
mocha, and a bit overwhelming, but there is some cream 
wall-boarding and the fridge and overhead cupboards have 
glossy cream, angular doors. The very pale upholstery is so 
easily marked that it would quickly look used. 



The windows have rather low-rent cassette blinds, 
with gaps beneath through which morning sunlight 
intrudes. Though the bedroom and lounge windows have 
the addition of Roman net blinds, they’re fiddly to 
operate, with easily tangled multiple pull-cords. 

COME INTO THE PARLOOR 

The lounge seating uses the swivelled cab seats facing a 
half-dinette (incorporating two forward-facing travel 
seats) with a narrow, inward-facing perch on the nearside 
and, opposite, a side seat, all around a large table. The 
base of the transverse drop-down bed forms the ceiling 
- easily forgotten, as there’s ample (1.88m) headroom. 

Typically continental, the lounge exhibits all the usual 
pros and cons of the layout. The key feature is the table, on 
its solid, flxed pedestal. The large top (adequate for four or 
five diners) can be moved, but not by much, nor easily, and 
neither does it fold. Although its curved top is intended to 
allow the passenger cab seat to move backwards fully when 
travelling, the shape isn’t quite right and doesn’t achieve 
that purpose. Finally, its peculiar surface texture, with 
subtle grooves (like on a vinyl record, remember them?) 
means it can only be wiped clean around the groove. 
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Roller Team Zefiro 696 




The travel seats are rather upright. The single offside 
seat is better on site, and, although designated as a travel 
seat (facing backwards, using a lap strap), this isn’t 
something we’d recommend. The extension of seat cushion 
along the nearside wall is too narrow for anyone other than 
small children - and with more than four adults, foot space 
around the table would be seriously compromised. 

There are no mains sockets in the lounge (though this 
could easily be rectified by your dealer) and no TV point, 
either. But lighting is good. In addition to the large overcab 
skylight and windows, there are six LED lights in the ceiling 
and LED strips under the overhead cupboards - and one of 
four blue night-time location lights in the end of the travel 
seat. There are no reading lights for the cab seats, though. 

ROAST, NO TOAST 

The kitchen is bijou. The fridge is excellent - the latest 
141 -litre slimline Thetford automatic energy selection 
model, with separate freezer and huge bottle drawer at its 
base (which we also found a boon for fruit and veg). But, 
the L-shaped kitchen unit opposite is small - and storage 
is even smaller as the promising cupboard below the 
sink is quite shallow, as it backs onto the external gas 



locker. Moreover, there’s no cutlery drawer, just a slim 
space that’s currently neither use nor ornament. Above, 
there’s one high-level cupboard, plus you’ll find a deep 
drawer below the oven and a further cupboard above the 
fridge - very high up and too deep to be practical. 

The round, stainless-steel sink has a large, swivelling, 
mixer tap but lacks a lid to augment the scant worktop 
available and the three-burner hob (with cover) occupies 
most of the rest of the space. The single mains socket, 
under the overhead locker, faces the most inconvenient 
way. There is an oven, though, with Roller Team taking 
on board the apparent British need for full Sunday roasts, 
even if a grill for burning bread is beyond comprehension. 

SPLIT PERSONALITY 

Where the Zefiro hopes to score is in the ablutions 
department, with modish split facilities providing a shower 
cubicle to your right, and, behind a tambour door, a 
washroom to your left. The shower has outward-opening, 
translucent acrylic doors (ok as there’s no carpet for them to 
drip on) and a moulded plastic back wall. It’s a shame this 
doesn’t extend around the sides, which are less practically 
finished with wallboard. There’s a bracket for the showerhead 



WHERE CAN I BUY A 
ROLLER TEAM? ^ 



Wherever you are 
in the UK, you 
shouldn't be too far 
from a Roller Team 
dealer -at last 
count there are 18 
dotted around the 
country. Scotian 
covered by Dixons of 
Perth and BC 
Motorhomes and 
Leisure from Ayr. 

Northern Irelanc 
Abbey Caravans 
Leisure at Newtownabbey. There is only 
one dealer actually in Wales - Threeways 
Motorhomes at Abergele - but there are 
three more dealers in the Welsh Marches 
and Midlands who aren't too far away. 
England, meanwhile, is well catered for, 
from Tyneside Leisure World in the north- 
east to Davan in Somerset - the full list 
of dealers can be seen on the company's 
website rollerteammotorhomes.co.uk/ 
dealer-and-hire/dealers which also 
contains details of the many outlets 
offering Roller Team motorhomes for hire. 




» 
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Tall bedside tables are convenient for bedtime reading 
matter, etc, but make reaching the wardrobes awkward 



Wheelacch seat is the only 
place to^ark shower gel, etc 




WHAT'S NEW? 



Additions to the 2016 Zefiro range are 
the 696 (tested here) and the 695, both 
with island beds. The £500 extra for the 
696's drop-down bed is money well 
spent and will be rewarded with easier 
resale as it will extend the vehicle's 
appeal to a wider audience. 

That's not all that's new from Roller 
Team, of course, as Zefiro is one of 
three ranges imported to the UK. There 
are two new low-profile Auto-Rollers 
(on Fiat) for 2016 - the seven-berth 707 
with rear bunk beds and a novel 'double 
L-shaped' lounge and the 747 with a 
more conventional (and very British) 
rear U-shaped lounge and front pullman 
dinette floorplan. Finally, look out for 
the new T-Line 785 with its end 
washroom and fixed single beds 
(we've also tested that one - see 
a forthcoming issue!). 



and a drop-down rail from the skylight for wet towels/ 
clothes, but there’s no soap dish. Your unguents must stand 
on the wheelarch moulding which doubles as a useful seat. 

The washroom has a large, rectangular basin, the 
swivelling tap pushing out of the way to enable face- 
washing, and there’s plenty of leg and elbow-room around 
the swivelling toilet, although its seat is a little high. 

There’s a big mirror over the basin, two halogen lights 
above, good storage in an overhead locker, a double- 
doored, shelved cupboard beneath the washbasin and a 
shelf to the side, under the translucent opening window. 
Although there’s a small towel rail, other fittings are 
notable by their absence and there’s no wall space for 
hooks, etc, because, when opened, the tambour door 
covers all the remaining wall. 

YOUR BEDROOM OR MINE? 

The Zefiro’s main attraction lies in its beds. Pride of place, 
the island bed is of domestic size (if one ignores the 
rounded end, to allow access, which remains a squeeze). 
With two steps at either side, it’s easier to slip out over the 
bed end where low-level location lighting is provided. 

There’s a small skylight, two reading lights and an LED 



strip under the over-bed cupboards but, unfortunately, 
the shelf beneath prohibits sitting up to read as headroom 
is only 69cm. With a TV point and 12V and mains 
sockets in the corner, you could, however, watch telly. 

There’s one problem which arises on bright summer 
mornings - you must shut the washroom door at night, 
otherwise light through its blindless window will assault 
you. But even then, a flood of daylight from the (again, 
blindless) shower skylight may still disturb you. 

Meanwhile, a further double bed can be lowered 
electrically from above the lounge. With the aluminium 
ladder being cold and unforgiving to delicate tootsies, we 
found we could hop into bed easily from the swivelled cab 
seats. Not quite as wide as the island bed (1.32m 
narrowing to 1 . 1 Im, thus allowing access to the habitation 
door with the bed deployed), the mattress is long (1.98m) 
and comfortable, with a sprung base. There’s an LED strip 
at one end and the overcab skylight is accessible. 

There’s also the possibility of a single bed in the 
lounge, using a couple of flat infill cushions laid atop the 
lowered table. The single bed is quite comfy and long 
enough for smaller adults to sleep below the dropped- 
down bed, despite the proximity of the overhead lockers. 
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Roller Team Zefiro 696 




FACT FILE 



MAINS SOCKETS 3 



BASE VEHICLE 



FORD TRANSIT CHASSIS-CAB 



MPG ON TEST 25 3 



COOKING/HEATING 



COOKING Smev three-burner hob, 
Smev oven 



BOILER Truma Combi 4, 10-litre, gas only 



MOTORHOME SUPPLIED BY 



AUTO-TRAIL VR LTD 

TEL 01472 571000 
WEB autotrail.co.uk 



motofliomesairs .. 

This new Zefiro is an excellent 
value, sturdily built, family-friendly 
motorhome on a superb base 
vehicle, with large garage and 
roomy, comfortable beds. 



mattress is split, so it can be raised, revealing good storage 
underneath. However, irritatingly, there’s no prop to hold 
up the base, so packing clothes is a two-man job. 

In the lounge, there’s a small overhead cupboard on the 
offside, and a larger, split cupboard over the nearside. The 
offside seat base also provides some storage, but the 100- 
litre fresh water tank fills the space below the travel seats. 
Below the overcab’s large shelf and side cubbies are 
several slots for maps, sunglasses and the like - a 
standard Transit feature, along with cupholders, door 
pockets and general clutter containers. 

LIFE SUPPORT 

If you’re buying a big motorhome for around £40k, you’ll 
have to accept some compromises in equipment levels. 
The heater is a case in point here as it’s a gas-only Truma 
Combi 4. The Combi 6E (more powerful, dual-fuel) 
version is a very desirable £600 option. The Truma’s 
control is also the old-fashioned, enigmatic dial rather 
than the modern digital version, though the main control 
panel is clear and informative. Also, there’s no spare 
wheel as standard. Generally, though, the Zefiro is a lot of 
’van for your money. 



PRICE FROM £40,850 



PRICE AS TESTED £41,849 



EXTRAS FITTED Driver's Pack - cab air- 
con, cruise control, radio with steering- 
wheel-mounted controls, passenger 
airbag, electric mirrors (£999) 



TYPE APPROVAL European Whole 
Vehicle 



BERTHS 5 



TRAVEL SEATS (INC DRIVER) 5 



DIMENSIONS 7.47m L, 2.31m W, 2.90m H 



INTERIOR HEIGHT 1 88m lounge, 
2.10m elsewhere 



MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg 



PAYLOAD 425kg 



BEDS Island bed 1 .94m x 1 .37m, 
drop-down bed 1 .98m x 1 .32m, 
lounge single bed 2.12m x 0.63m 



FRESH WATER 100 litres (inboard) 



WASTE WATER 120 litres (underslung) 



GAS 1 X 13kg or 2 X 7kg 



LEISURE BATTERY 95Ah 



ENGINE 2.2-litre, 123bhp, Euro V, front- 
wheel drive, six-speed manual gearbox 



FRIDGE Thetford 141 -litre slimline fridge 
including 15-litre freezer compartment 
and bottle drawer 



HEATING Truma Combi 4, blown-air, 
gas only 



EXPANDING SUITCASE 

In a family motorhome, good storage capacity is vital. 
From outside, the Zefiro 696 promises much - a large 
door either side at the back (1.14m tall by 80cm wide) 
would satisfy our definition of garage doors. However, 
inside, it’s a bit disappointing at first: the island bed 
protrudes considerably. 

Never fear - the Zefiro has a secret! Stern notices require 
you to sleep with the bed in its lowered position but, when 
travelling, it can easily be wound up (manually) to sit flush 
with the garage roof. Upon arrival on site, you unload your 
bikes, then wind down the bed. The garage has a maximum 
payload of 250kg and there are tying points and a blown-air 
heater outlet, but no light or mains socket. Note, though, 
that a total payload of 425kg will require you to load the 
garage lightly if there are four of you on board. 

You’ll store most of your holiday gear in the garage - 
inside, it’s not quite so easy. In the bedroom, large faux 
cabinets either side of the bed provide useful surfaces for 
glasses and books but they don’t open because of the garage 
below. However, their size creates an awkward stretch to 
the wardrobes and the two unshelved over-bed cupboards. 
Two bedside steps have opening lids and the foot of the 
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star test 



Before you buy cousider these... 



Chausson 718EB Flash 




BASED ON Ford Transit (or Fiat Ducato) 

NOTES So, you’ve decided you want an island bed 
low-profile on a Ford Transit base. Well, if you don’t 
fancy the Roller Team, then your only choice is 
Chausson. But within the Chausson line-up there 
are options. The 718EB is the closest competitor, 
but you can have it in Flash or Welcome trim (for 
£3,800 extra - as shown). The 728EB is another 
7.49m model, but with a more fashionable approach 
to its ablutions. And finally, there’s the 628EB for 
those who want a slightly smaller ’van - at 6.99m. 
READ THE ROAD TEST Summer 2014 {MMM) 



Rapido 6B0FF 




BASED ON Eiat Ducato 



NOTES Another exciting addition for 2016 is this 
sub-7m Eiat-based low-profile from Rapido. It, too, 
has a drop-down bed up-front, plus an island bed. 
Like the Zefiro, it has split ablutions, although the 
washroom has not one, but two tambour doors. The 
inner one shuts off just the toilet, leaving greater 
floor space to access the bed. Like all 6-Series, it 
comes with a choice of modern Montalcino furniture 
or classical Elegance. It feels a definite step upmarket 
from the Roller Team, and the Chausson alongside. 
READ THE ROAD TEST None yet 




Rimor Katamarano 1B9 Plus 



BASED ON Renault Master 
NOTES Yet another product of the Trigano stable, 
the Katamarano is, unusually, based on the Renault 
Master. Don’t let that put you off - bus-like steering 
wheel aside, the Renault is a great chassis with a 
comfortable ride quality and spec that includes Hill 
start Assist and Bluetooth. Unlike the Eord, there’s 
also a semi-automatic gearbox. And, if you thought 
the Zefiro looked well priced, look at this, though you 
do need to add £1,200 for cab air-con. Layout is very 
similar to the Roller Team and length is 7.48m. 
READ THE ROAD TESTN/a 



If If fill 05|||^t tflffUfll HPIIU Island beds are still relatively new and often came in 

II J^UM UHII • HllUlU llvlllliii flagships first, so £ 30 k is probably the starting point here 



2BB8 Adria Coral 690SP 




NOTES There’s no drop-down bed in a Coral 
(you need Adria’s Matrix range for that), so this 
one’s just a three-berth. Otherwise, though, the 
layout is very similar to the Zefiro’s, with separate 
shower and washroom facilities and a Euro-style 
lounge up front. It has better kitchen storage and 
warmer-looking internal woodwork than the 
Roller Team, plus it appears to be in great 
condition, having covered only 16,000 miles over 
its seven years. It’s a Gold Edition version, too, so 
the spec should impress. 

DEALER familytravelcentre.co.uk 



2911 Home-Car Devotion IB 




NOTES A relatively unusual motorhome on the 
used market, the (now defunct) Home-Car range 
was imported by Lunar Caravans from its then 
sister factory in the Netherlands. This island-bed 
’van offers a good-sized, comfortable lounge, 
which converts into a third bed. The kitchen has a 
107-litre fridge, plus a low-level combined oven/ 
grill. Its compact washroom still provides a 
separate shower cubicle. This distinctive ’van 
(with its twin, slim overcab sunroofs) has travelled 
a fairly average-for-its-year 22,000 miles. 

DEALER davan.co.uk 



2999 Rapido 7999F 




NOTES Rapido’s 70-Series range is an upmarket 
product using an Al-Ko chassis and this 7090E is a 
very early example of the currently very popular 
island bed design with split washroom. It has 
generous storage on the outside, while Rapido’s 
trademark fold-in-half table makes the comfy lounge 
feel bigger. It’s a 3.7-tonne chassis, allowing a decent 
payload of 620kg, while power is from the standard 
130bhp motor. An awning and reversing camera 
have been added to the original spec and this 
example has only done 25k miles. 

DEALER marquisleisure.co.uk 



thA WAAfl Daa^ Reprints are available for all our road tests -call 01778 391187 

116911 1116 I U9U 1661 or visit outandaboutlive.co.uk for more details 
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ROLLER TEAM 

NEW tor 2016 



• Available on both Ford and Fiat chassis 

• Seat belts and berths from 4 to 7 

• Lengths from 5.99m 

• Electric drop down beds on all ranges 

• New 5 year warranty 

• 10 year body construction integrity warranty 




2016 DRIVER’S PACK 




• Cab air conditioning 


• Radio antenna in rear view mirror 


• Cruise controi with speed iimiter function 


• Passenger airbag 


• Radio with steering wheel controls and 


• Electrically operated and 


bluetooth connectivity 


heated mirrors 



ONLY 



£999 



ROLLER TEAM 

iFind your, nearest stockist and more online, 











Motorhome of the month 



ft Gf^na Day 
Gift* . or tKtee 

We're off to Wallace and Gromit country in the new Devon Firefly, 
a campervan small enough to avoid A Close Shave 

AT A GLANCE • PRICE FROM £36,177 • BERTHS 2 • TRAVEL SEATS 4 • OUR TRIP Exploring the western side of the Yorkshire Dales 




W E are VW T5 campervan owners (and 
past Ford Transit van conversion 
drivers), so were perfectly placed to 
consider the appeal of one of the latest conversions of 
the Transit Custom. Here, then, is a direct competitor 
for VW T6 and Renault Trafic conversions, in which 
we would be investigating the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park - in particular, its western fringes. 

It starts off well for the Devon Firefly, with its silver 
livery (metallic paint is standard) sporting tasteful 
black and grey decals and trademark orange Devon 
badges. This little camper looks neat and modern. 

Practically identical in length to a short- 
wheelbase VW (at 4.97m), but a bit wider (at 1.99m, 
excluding mirrors), its 2.43m height is slightly lower 



than many high-top campers, but this only enhances 
its appearance. Or Devon will also offer a more 
conventional rising-roof Firefly, with the same 
layout, and a height of just over two metres. Its 
dimensions might indicate that the Firefly is wider 
than ideal for small Yorkshire lanes, particularly 
those lacking passing places and bounded with 
stone walls, but it never felt unduly portly, and its 
roadholding, handling and supple suspension are 
excellent, providing a really enjoyable drive. 

FUEL FOR THOUGHT 

Driving the high-roof version across the Pennines 
in typically blustery conditions demonstrated, 
however, that even compact, modern campervans 



can be susceptible to side winds - although the 
small, leather-bound steering wheel gives good 
control and plenty of feel. Meanwhile, the 2.2-litre 
engine produces 123bhp, and, although it’s no ball 
of fire (Ford does offer a 153bhp version), it’s 
immediately notable for its flexibility, pulling from 
low revs in any gear, without protest. It’s far superior 
in this regard to our own I38bhp (IdOPS) VW T5. 
On the other hand, we averaged just a sip under 
30mpg on this test, around 5mpg less than we’d 
expect in similar driving conditions from our ’van. 

The Custom’s cockpit is similar to other current 
Ford commercials, with a multi-adjustable driver’s 
seat and steering wheel, so most drivers should attain 
a satisfactory position. It’s similar in this regard to 
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Devon Firefly 




the VW but a little less comfortable on long journeys. 

However, because Devon has chosen Fords top 
‘Trend’ trim level, the base vehicle is very fully 
equipped, way beyond the standard spec of a T6. 
Not only does it feature twin airbags, cruise control 
and cab air-conditioning, but also a trip computer, 
heated windscreen, automatic headlights and 
windscreen wipers and cornering lights. The centre 
console is occupied by an impressive bank of audio 
controls, with further buttons handily placed on the 
steering wheel, along with intuitive cruise control 
buttons. As with other Fords, the heater controls are 
a long stretch for the driver - but they’re ideally 
placed for the passenger! 

Visibility is good, courtesy of relatively thin 



A-pillars, twin-lens door mirrors and some view 
through the rear door windows. Best of all, there’s a 
superb reversing camera, whose monitor occupies half 
the interior mirror. Coupled with sensors front and 
rear, this means it should be well-nigh impossible to 
clout anything when parking. Having a small footprint, 
it was easy to find suitable parking spaces, too - and 
here, the Dales National Park excels. We found good, 
relatively cheap parking in most places we visited. 

WE'LL GO SOMEWHERE 
WHERE THERE'S CHEESE! 

The obvious place to start a tour of the western 
Dales is Hawes. It’s a delightful little town, 850ft 
above sea level, has held a market charter since 



1307, and still has a street market on Tuesdays. 
Famously, it’s home to the Wensleydale Creamery, 
a must for all turophiles (cheese connoisseurs) - 
and Wallace & Gromit fans! It has a museum, 
cheese-making demonstrations, cafe and, best of 
all, an amazing cheese shop. Try the Bishopdale, 
it’s fabulous! 

There’s parking here for motorhomes, plus a 
roomy pay and display car park nearby but lower 
down the hill, and it’s also an easy walk from the 
Caravan Club site on the outskirts of town. Also 
within Hawes is Gayle Mill, an 18th century water- 
powered former cotton-spinning mill now 
converted to a sawmill and powered by water 
turbines. Access here is a bit tight, so it’s best visited 
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FACT FILE 



PRICE FROM £36,177 

PRICE AS TESTED £38,403 

EXTRAS FIHED Webasto Airtop 2000 
diesel heater (£954), Smev oven/grill 
(£492), Midi Heki (£595), 60-litre 
three-way fridge (£185) 

OTHER EXTRAS AVAILABLE 

153bhp engine (£750), solar panel (£595) 

TYPE APPROVAL Individual vehicle 

BERTHS 2 

TRAVEL SEATS (INC DRIVER) 4 

DIMENSIONS 4.97m L, 1.99m W, 

2.43m H 

INTERIOR HEIGHT 1 76m 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 2,900kg 

PAYLOAD 600kg (vehicle weighed empty) 

BEDS Two longitudinal singles - nearside 
1 ,88m X 0.60m, offside 1 .81 m x 0.60m 

FRESH WATER 32 litres (underslung) 
WASTE WATER 27 litres (underslung) 
GAS 2 X 4.5kg 

LEISURE BATTERY IIOAh 
MAINS SOCKETS 2 



BASE VEHICLE 



FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM TREND 
LI H2 HIGH-TOP PANEL VAN 

ENGINE 2.2-litre TDCi, 123bhp, EuroV, 
front-wheel drive, six-speed manual 
gearbox 

MPG ON TEST 29 9 



COOKING/HEATING 



COOKING Two-burner gas hob, 

Smev oven/grill (optional) 

FRIDGE Waeco 80-litre compressor 
(standard), Dometic 60-litre three-way 
(optional, as tested) 

HEATING Webasto Airtop 2000 
diesel-fired blown-air heater (optional) 

BOILER Not fitted 




from the aforementioned town centre car park, 
even with a small campervan. 

Hawes also has an operational Ropeworks 
(Outhwaites Ltd) - a rare craft nowadays - and the 
Dales Countryside Museum, while, a few miles 
south, rail enthusiasts can watch the Dalesman and 
Fellsman steam trains puffing over the Ribblehead 
Viaduct on the Settle-Carlisle railway. The Station 
Inn, close by, is pretty good, too. 

If you like waterfalls, there are plenty to choose 
from around here. Nearby is Hardraw Force, one of 
the highest single-drop waterfalls in England (at 
over 100ft), which is very conveniently reached via 
a path to the rear of the Green Dragon pub. Then 
there’s Aysgarth Falls, where the River Ure drops 
over three major falls in less than a mile, and the 
vertiginous Buttertubs Pass, one of the famous 



stages in Le Grand Depart of the Tour de France in 
2014. The scenery around here is spectacular but 
many of the roads are small, and sometimes busy, 
so one might hesitate before risking them in a large 
motorhome. They weren’t a problem in the Firefly. 

GOING UNDERGROUND 

We moved down from Hawes to Ingleton, via the 
B6259, a wonderful driver’s road which enabled the 
Transit Custom to demonstrate its sporty handling 
talents to advantage. Being in a limestone area, 
Ingleton, an attractive village on the main east-west 
A65, gives access to several fascinating caves 
offering guided tours - with hard hats provided. We 
toured two sites - White Scar Caves, just north of 
Ingleton, which has its own large car park, and 
Ingleborough Caves (which is, confusingly, at 



Clapham). Ingleborough Caves is an easy, mile-long 
walk up a picturesque wooded valley and there’s 
good parking at a reasonable price (loos, too) in 
Clapham village. 

It’s also an ideal starting point for a vigorous 
walk up to the distinctive flattened peak of 
Ingleborough, which, at 724m, looms over the 
villages. There’s a superb view from the top. 

So, for those keen on countryside, caves, cheese 
and climbing, the western Dales have a great deal to 
offer. The area is also teeming with top -quality 
teashops, pubs and other feeding stations, to 
replenish the calories you’ve burnt off. 

SUNDOWNER'S SIDLING 

But this isn’t just a touring tale, we’re here to test a 
motorhome, too, so what’s the Firefly like inside? 
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Devon Firefly 




The new camper follows the layout of its long- 
established VW-based sibling, the Sundowner, 
having swivelling cab seats, twin rear travel seats 
and a central aisle. Behind these, the kitchen unit 
runs down the nearside and the fridge (with 
cupboards above and below) is opposite. 
Rearwards of the fridge is the toilet area, with a 
privacy screen which swings out over the kitchen. 
It’s a tried and tested design. 

Entering the Firefly through the nearside 
sliding door is quite a stretch (there’s no 
retractable step and it’s quite high). Inside, the 
decor is traditional Devon, with the same warm- 
hued woodwork that’s found throughout the 
company’s range (and has been for some time). 
Cladding the walls are grey carpet and beige, 
hessian-effect material. Flooring is light, wood- 



plank-effect vinyl with a rather impractical 
cream carpet in the cab. Lounge windows are 
single-glazed sliders that you can open when 
travelling, something that will be appreciated by 
rear seat passengers. There are grey, blackout 
curtains instead of blinds (on this prototype, 
rather skimpy and ill-fitting). Devon provides 
internal, insulated blinds for the cab, which we 
put in the slim overcab. The overall effect is very 
cosy but perhaps made cosier still by the distinct 
lack of headroom - 1.76m (5ft 9in) maximum. 
That sleek-looking high-top turns out, in 
practice, to be more of a not-so-high-top. 

CLASSIC CAMPERVAN 

To form the lounge, you’ll need to swivel the cab 
seats. As usual, it’s easiest to do with cab doors 



open, and the centrally mounted handbrake 
needs to be lowered before turning the driver’s 
seat. The prototype lacked reading lights over the 
cab seats (these will be provided in production 
models), but the rear seats each have an 
adjustable light, together with two ceiling 
clusters. All lights are LED, in accordance with 
best modern practice. 

The wall-mounted table has a single supporting 
leg and will serve those sitting on the offside, but 
it’s a stretch from the nearside seats. Sockets 
(mains and 12V) situated on the offside wall 
under the table are handy for your computer and 
the rear seats are comfortable, with some backrest 
rake and headrests (though these lack any steel 
framework for strength). 

The kitchen is well up to usual campervan 



» 
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WHO IS DEVON? 



Devon is one of ^ 
the longest- 

established British converters, having 
started producing campervans in 1956 in 
Sidmouth, Devon - hence the company 
name. However, 25 years ago the 
company relocated to Ferryhill, in Co 
Durham, where it remains to this day, 
owned by the same family. Devon 
specialises in panel van conversions, 
offering an extensive model range 
covering all the major light commercial 
base vehicles. Aside from purchasing 
directly from Devon, two dealers have 
been appointed - Todds Leisure of 
Preston and Freeborn Motorhomes of 
Southampton and Godaiming - so part- 
exchange of your existing motorhome 
via them is possible. 







standards, having a neat, two-burner gas hob 
and integral rectangular sink with internal tap 
and split, darkened glass lids. This sink/hob 
combination is set slantwise in the work surface 
- it may, as Devon Conversions suggests, look 
better that way but you do lose some valuable 
worktop in the process. 

However, there is space to park a draining tray 
or stand your kettle aft of the sink and the 12V 
and mains socket are conveniently placed 
underneath the end of the worktop. There’s an 
(optional) Smev combined oven/grill, while the 
fridge is opposite and here was an optional 
60-litre Dometic three-way model. 

Standard fitting - and our choice - is the larger 
(80-litre) Waeco compressor fridge, which 
occupies no more space and removes the external 
grilles that slightly jar the lines outside. The 
llOAh battery (under the fridge) should provide 



sufficient power for a couple of days’ use off-site, 
and a back-up solar panel is another option. 

Kitchen storage is very good, with a big 
overhead cupboard and slim shelf below, a cutlery 
drawer above the oven, and a huge cupboard 
below. Then there’s another shelved cupboard 
under the rear of the work surface, above the gas 
locker, and yet another at the front end, set at an 
angle, and divided into three shelves. Moreover, 
crockery (a set is supplied) can be stored in 
dedicated wall-cubbies behind the hob. So, full 
marks to Devon for cramming a great deal of 
useful storage into a small kitchen. 

PRACTICAL PRIVACY 

For many, the availability of some toilet privacy is 
a make-or-break issue when choosing a 
campervan, so they will appreciate the Firefly’s 
design. A swivel toilet in the offside rear of the 



’van has a wooden privacy screen which unfolds 
across the aisle, incorporating the kitchen sink 
opposite, but shutting off the rear area. There’s 
plenty of elbow and leg-room when enthroned, 
and the sink is convenient for washing. There’s a 
small wardrobe set into the wall above the loo but 
it’s actually too shallow, front to back, to be of 
much use, and the rail is set so near the roof that 
only wire coat hangers could be used. 

As there’s ample room in the ablutions area, we 
wondered whether a large Porta Potti could be 
housed instead of the swivel loo. This could slide 
into the aisle for use and would enable the 
provision of a much bigger wardrobe/storage area 
above. Actually, this is already an option, which 
shows one of the advantages of dealing directly 
with the converter, as such design modifications 
can easily be discussed. 

Come night-time, it’s easy to prepare the twin 
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Devon Firefly 






HAWES CARAVAN CLUB SITE 

Brunt Acres Road, Hawes DL8 3PS 
OPEN 1 March - 4 January 
PITCHES 129, all hardstanding 
TEL 01 969 667338 
WEB caravanclub.co.uk 

A pleasant, partially wooded site, divided 
into separate areas, within easy, level 
walking distance of the town, yet in a 
peaceful location. Many longer walks 
are accessible directly from the site, 
including the Pennine Way, which passes 
through the town. The bus stop at the 
end of the road provides links with the 
rest of Wensleydale and beyond. 

THORNBROOK BARN CARAVAN SITE 

Thornton-in-Lonsdale, Ingleton LA6 3PD 
OPEN 1 March - 30 September 
PITCHES 29, all hardstanding 
TEL 01 524 241432 
WEB thornbrookbarn.co.uk 

Immaculate, brand-new site, on the 
outskirts of Ingleton. Conveniently close 
to the A65, but quiet and secluded and 
with superb views towards Ingleborough. 
Close to the excellent Country Harvest 
shop/deli/cafe, and an easy walk to the 
pub, there is also a hail-and-ride bus 
stop by the site entrance with services 
to Kirkby Lonsdale, Settle and Skipton. 



MOTORHOME SUPPLIED BY 



DEVON CONVERSIONS 

TEL 01 740 655700 

WEB devonconversions.co.uk 



single beds: release a couple of catches in the base 
and each rear travel seat flattens as it moves 
forward to meet the swivelled cab seat. The 
resultant beds are quite level (apart, that is, from 
the sculpted cab seats, although these can be 
evened out with a blanket or foam pad). They are 
comfortable too, being made of thick Reflex foam. 
For sleeping, they are better than the equivalent 
RIB seats found in many competitors, although 
those are far superior as travel seats. Bed lengths, 
at 1.88m (6ft 2in) nearside and 1.81m (fractionally 
under 6ft) offside, will be adequate for most 
people - certainly anyone comfortable with the 
Firefly’s modest headroom! 

Campervans are, by definition, small, and have 
limited storage space. However, the Firefly comes 



well up to class standard - in addition to the 
generous kitchen capacity, large compartments 
under each travel seat can be accessed from either 
in front or above. 

There’s also that slim overcab store, an overhead 
cupboard on the lounge’s offside, a shelf over the 
sliding door, a large shelved cupboard over the 
fridge, a high-level cubby above the wardrobe and 
a little extra space in the cupboard below the 
fridge. It’s worth pointing out, though, that a 
rising-roof Firefly will be less well endowed. A 
good payload also means you’ll have no worries 
about overloading, but the quoted figure of 600kg 
is calculated with the vehicle empty. Fresh water 
won’t eat much into the payload as the underslung 
tank has a modest 32-litre capacity. 



IMPRESSIVE PRICING 

Regarding equipment levels, we’ve already touched 
on the extensive base vehicle kit, but this prototype 
also had the optional Webasto Airtop 2000 diesel 
heater, oven/grill and a Midi Heki. That lot pushes 
the Firefly’s competitive starting price up to just 
over £38,000. By comparison, Devon’s own similarly 
laid-out Sundowner (on the long-wheelbase VW) 
would cost around £6,000 more. 

The Firefly’s base vehicle is certainly highly 
competitive with that of its sibling - the choice, for 
Devon customers wanting this layout in a high-top 
campervan, could come down to whether the 
Firefly’s reduced headroom was of concern. For 
those preferring the rising-roof version, no 
headroom issues would apply. 



^hjcii A welcome addition to the campervan market, providing versatile living 

moiorhome says accommodation on an excellent new base vehicle - and at a keen price. 
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• More road tests and more buying information than any other 
motorhome magazine 



• Every test vehicle rated on our rigorous star scheme 



• Comparison tests put rivals head-to-head - up to 19 ’vans in one go 




• New and used motorhomes and campervans for 
every budget 
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First sight 



CMC Reimo 



Words & pictures 
Peter Rosenthal 




AT A GLANCE 



PRiCE FROM £ 42,680 • BERTHS 2/4 • TRAVEL SEATS 5 



T hrow a stick anywhere in the south of England 
and the chances are it’ll bounce off the head of a 
VW conversion specialist. There are hundreds of 
firms converting the Vee-Dub, with more springing up 
each year (we sampled a baker’s dozen of them in last 
month’s magazine). However, only a handful of them 
have established themselves with a reputation for 
durability and longevity. CMC Reimo is one of them. 

The only company in the UK authorised to build 
Reimo’s complete conversions, CMCs involvement with 
the German brand dates back to 1987 and it has a great 
reputation for quality. 

Like the converter, the VW base vehicle is always a safe 
choice (even post-‘dieselgate’, which seems to have left 
motorhomes unaffected). But with better driving rivals 
from Ford and Renault now on the scene, the German 
firm has had to refresh the Transporter (which dates back 
to 2003 in T5 form), though the bodywork makeover is of 
the blink-and-you-miss-it variety. Most of the changes 
have taken place under the skin, including new Euro VI 
engines - with outputs up to 201bhp (204PS) - and lots 
of electronic safety aids with exotic-sounding acronyms. 



Twist the key of the 101 bhp (102PS) model and the 
CMC Reimo FreeVan thrums to life. CMC boss, Sam 
Shortland, reckons the T6 is quieter than the outgoing 
T5, but it seemed pretty similar to my ears. On the road, 
I couldn’t tell any great difference to a T5, either - the 
seats are firm and it rides stiffly with precise steering. 

While the dashboard layout may be new, it has 
Volkswagen’s typical logical approach and every control 
and switch is positioned intuitively and feels built to last 
a millennium. It’s also one of the most upmarket cabs 
available in the campervan market, although it does lack 
covered storage space and your phone/wallet/valuables 
are all on display unless you remove them every time you 
leave the ’van. The California Ocean (VW’s own camper) 
rights this omission with a much more sophisticated 
fascia, but that is not available to conversion companies. 

Overall, though, the T6 feels like a high-quality 
product, with the plastic trim being more solid than the 
Renault Trafic’s and the controls being easier to live with 
on a daily basis than those in the Ford Transit Custom. 
And another key attribute with the VW base is that, with 
the Reimo elevating roof, its overall height is still 2.00m 



FreeVan 

Offering the tempting cocktail of all the right brands, the new 
CMC Reimo FreeVan is a safe campervan conversion to invest in 
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CMCReimoFreeVan 





Removable fridge, no worktop over it 




Dometic loo can be stored under sink 




Sliding roof rack from Thule is an option 




AdBlue filler is below the diesel one 



FOR 



• VW residuals and build quality 

• Euro VI engines for £135 road tax 

• Bombproof Reimo build 

• Superb sliding seat/bed 



AGAINST 



• New dash lacks covers for storage 
compartments 

• Some options can be pricey 

• Removable fridge robs worktop space 

• VW base makes conversion expensive 



» 
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First sight 




Front seat swivels work well and don't lift the seating 
position too much - the driving position is unaffected 




Rear storage is vast thanks to the Reimo Variotech 
sliding seat base. Ideal if you deal in antiques! 



(well, excepting the roof rack fitted here), so you have 
more options to slip under car park height barriers. 

A big plus for the FreeVan conversion is the Reimo 
sliding seat system. This unit is a crash-tested item that 
features stout aluminium rails mounted in the floor. The 
FreeVans seat uses the Variotech 3000 system which gives 
a trio of three-point seatbelts and, in night-time mode, a 
comfy 2m-long bed. When the rear seats are not occupied, 
you can even slide the seat fully forward to give removal 
van levels of storage. It’s a very expensive seat system to 
fit, but is probably the best you can have in a campervan. 

Alongside the seating is a bank of cabinets, trimmed in 
pale boarding with a shiny, wood-effect panel around the 
kitchen equipment; it’s worth pointing out, though, that 
other colour schemes are available. The leading edge of 
the cabinets also curves to match the worktop and it 
sports a tambour-doored storage area underneath. The 
curves are aesthetically pleasing and have the added 
benefit of giving the driver’s seat more legroom. 

Unusually, the fridge is a removable Waeco 18 -litre 
item. It’s good to have the flexibility of being able to take 
it outdoors but an integrated unit would make better use 
of the space. Next to the fridge is a small, stainless-steel 
Can sink/hob unit that’s specially made for CMC 
(normally the sink is to the right of the single burner). 

Both cab seats spin around easily, and, as the seatbelt’s 
lower anchorage points aren’t mounted to the seat bases, 
you don’t get entangled in the webbing. The resulting 




Lift-up wardrobe door panel looks stylish, but we'd 
have preferred a tambour door 

lounge is spacious and highly practical, thanks to the 
wipe-clean rubberised flooring and the fact that the rear 
seat can be slid fore/aft and locked in any position. 

The familiar Reimo roof extends easily by simply 
undoing two straps and shoving it skywards. The test 
vehicle lacked a roof bed and just sported a rear shelf for 
extra storage. If you need the extra berths it’s another £500 
(or £850 for the deluxe model with a sprung slatted base). 

The storage space to the rear consists of two cupboards 
(the lower one housing the gas locker) and a wardrobe 
with vertically sliding door. While you can access this with 
the bed made, or with the seat in travel mode, it’s fiddly to 
use. Inside, there’s a small rail for clothes hangers, storage 
for the table leg, plus the RCDs and 12V fuses. 

All the lighting is LED, individually switched, so the 
standard-fit 70Ah leisure battery shouldn’t struggle to 
keep up - the main current drain will be the compressor 
fridge, but that can be switched to 230V AC power when 
you’re hooked-up on a campsite. A roof-mounted solar 
panel is a £595 option that is worth choosing. 

Flip up the rear tailgate and the real ace in the 
FreeVan’s pack is the massive storage. CMC has resisted 
the urge to panel in the back of the seat system (although 
there is a storage drawer that we’d happily delete as it’s a 
£350 option) to give massive loading space. With the seat 
slid fully forward, two or three adult bikes will easily fit 
in. Thanks to the 3,000kg chassis weight you’ve got the 
payload to take most items, too. 



FACT FILE 



PRICE FROM £42,680 
PRICE AS TESTED £54,805 

EXTRAS FITTED CMC Motorhome Pack 
(£3,500), front parking sensors (£186), 
metallic paint/colour-coded roof (£995), 
adaptive cruise control (£738), heated 
screen (£378), Discover Media sat-nav 
(£816), multi-function wheel (£192), 17-inch 
alloys (£1,320), Webasto heating (£1,100), 
under-seat drawer (£350), window fascia 
panels (£450), multi-function table (£100), 
leather with saddle stitching (£2,000) 

TYPE APPROVAL Individual Vehicle 
BERTHS 2 (4 optional) 

TRAVEL SEATS 0 

DIMENSIONS 4.89m L, 1 .91 m W, 2.00m H 
interim HEIGHT 2 37m (max, roof up) 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,000kg 
PAYLOAD 650kg 

BEDS 2.00m x 1.30m 
(optional roof bed 1 .95m x 1 .20m) 

FRESH WATER 12-litre (portable container) 

WASTE WATER Collapsible waste 
container only 

GAS 2 X 2.75kg Campingaz 

LEISURE BATTERY 70Ah 
MAINS SOCKETS 2 



BASE VEHICLE 



VW TRANSPORTER T6 SWB T30 
HIGHLINE WINDOW VAN 

ENGINE 2-litre, Euro VI, lOIbhp, front- 
wheel drive, five-speed manual gearbox 



COOKING/HEATING 



COOKING Can single-burner gas hob 
FRIDGE Removable 18-litre Waeco 

HEATING Webasto blown-air diesel 
heating (£1,100 option) 

BOILER None (Elgena 230V/12V 3-litre 
boiler is £395 option) 



RIVALS 



Volksleisure Silver Star 
VW California Ocean 



MOTORHOME SUPPLIED BY 



CMC REIMO 

TEL 01 303 261062 
WEB cmcreimo.co.uk 



mollofhomesays 

The FreeVan has a multi-purpose 
nature that makes it ideal for both 
the school run and as a camping 
base for almost any outdoor 
hobbies. It's pricey, though. 






Enjoy in-depth reviews, travel, practical advice and much more in campervan mag azine, now 
available on your tablet and smartphone. Download campervan at ‘ - * 
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VonConcept 



Order your 
new VW T6 
NOW! 




with an award winning 
CMC RBMO camper 



Adventure Support Vehic les 




Volkswagen Trio Style 



Volkswagen Multi Style 



Caddy Camp Maxi 



More Than J ust a Campervan 

The Trio Style is the ultimate 
everyday camper. Flexible rear 
seating allows for up to 7 people to 
travel in style and comfort. 

"An excellent blend of quality, 
safety and practicality.” 

"Everything a compact camper 
should be, with Reimo pedigree 
and proven products fitted by a 
company that definitely knows 
what they are doing.” 

Which Motorhome. 



Looking to Downsize? 

The award winning Multi Style 
has been designed to provide the 
luxuries of a larger motorhome but 
in an everyday vehicle making it 
ideal for those who appreciate the 
little comforts in life. 

"A great LWB VW camper. Four 
travel seats make it work as 
an everyday vehicle, while the 
permanently-installed toilet adds 
important versatility.” 

MMM magazine. 



Ciever & Compact 

Built on the VW Caddy Maxi chassis, 
REIMO's new ultra compact camper 
is perfect for those who desire a 
vehicle to be j ust as much a car as 
a camper. 

With a flexible living space and 
compact furniture unit the Caddy 
Camp Maxi has been ingeniously 
designed to be a camper without 
compromise and will provide home 
comforts wherever it may take you. 

Runner up in The Motorhome 
Awards 2015 



Ihe J oumey Starts Here 



Contact us today for more infotmation on 
ourfoll range of innovative leisure vehicles 



Concept Multi-Car Ltd 

01303 261062 | enquiries@cmcreimo.net | www.cmcreimo.co.uk 

Unit 1, Pennypot Ind Est, Hythe, Kent, CT21 6PE 







First sight 



Dethleffs 

Esprit 1 7150-2 EB 

The 2016 Esprit range has been simplified but this fixed 
single bed model stands out from the continental crowd 




AT A GLANCE 



PRICE FROM £ 74,990 • BERTHS 4 • TRAVEL SEATS 4 





T he Dethleffs Esprit has long been a stalwart of the 
German luxury motorhome market. With bolder 
colours and design, it has often stood out from its 
more conservative rivals. For 2016, the range continues to 
offer plenty of choice - low-profile or A-class, three exterior 
paint shades, two body lengths, single beds or an island 
bed. . . and that’s before you even get to the options list. 

Gone, however, is the choice of Esprit (single floor) 
and Esprit Comfort (double floor). All the latest Esprits 
have Dethleffs’ IsoProtect Plus double floor - a feature 
befitting an £80k A-class like the one here - as well as the 
company’s Lifetime Plus wood-free construction. The 
double floor houses both fresh and waste water tanks 
(each of very generous capacity), as well as a small 
amount of additional storage, accessed only via trapdoors 
in the aisle through the ’van (but not from outside). 

Just as important for some buyers will be the fact that 
the double floor results in a stepless passage from cab 
right through to the rear single beds, while weight 
distribution and handling are nevertheless optimised by 
the use of an Al-Ko low-frame chassis. 

Our test model looks as good as it will drive, too, thanks 
to the twin options of alloy wheels and Titan Silver metallic 
bodywork. But, while there’s no doubting the Teutonic 



quality of construction, the redesigned A-class nose is less 
imposing (and less American looking) than its forebear. 
The habitation door loses the trademark arched top, too, 
though it gains a window and 220mm in width. 

The complex I 7150-2 EB nomenclature here is 
explained by T’ for integrated (or A-class), 7150’ indicating 
the longer body, the 7’ suffix is for the double floor and the 
‘EB’ being an abbreviation of the German for single beds. 
Simple, when you know! But there’s also a choice of high or 
low rear beds, and the 750mm-high loading doors (on both 
sides) and 820mm maximum internal height mean that 
the version you see on these pages favours bedtime 
comfort over bike carrying. Still, this is a massive load area 
for any other purpose and it’s unencumbered by any 
intrusions. It’s also lit by a full-width LED strip. 

With a further outside locker (also accessed from 
inside, unlike the main space) under the foot of the 
offside bed, you’ll not be short of storage. Nor will 
payload be an issue, as the standard 4,250kg chassis gives 
a payload of 876kg (with 20 litres of fresh water included). 

Inside, it’s probably the bedroom that will win you over 
to this new Esprit. The low beds - with new EvoPoreHRC 
mattresses from Switzerland - are just 690mm off the floor, 
so you can simply fall in! And, despite cutaway sections at 
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Dethleffs Esprit 1 7150-2 EB 
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Double floor hides both water tanks 





Full-width LED illuminates rear storage 




Mirrored toilet door creates en suite 




Sturdy table means no spilt soup! 



FOR 



• Superb bedroom area 

• Wide entrance door 

• Top quality throughout 

• Low-level oven 

• Hide-away rear seatbelts 

• Generous water tank capacities 



AGAINST 



• Small side seat in lounge 

• Flimsy screen between bedroom 
and en suite 



» 
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First sight 




Superb bedroom with low-level beds 




Kitchen has (very) low-level oven for UK market 

the foot of each, dimensions are generous - well over 2m 
long on the offside. Tip-up supports on a ratchet system at 
the head of each bed, along with room to sit bolt upright, 
only go to make this a great bedroom, while those Swiss 
mattresses really are a cut above the norm. And, if you 
prefer something a bit more cuddly’, then a simple infill 
creates a vast double bed more than two metres square. 

Overhanging wardrobes at the foot of each single bed 
lack hanging depth but are high enough above the 
mattresses not to interfere with sleeping. 

Then, with the toilet compartment door swung round 
across the aisle, the rear of the motorhome gains a private 
en suite. The only division between loo and sleepers is a 
concertina screen, but the toilet area is large enough to 
use with its door closed (unlike some). Unusually, the 
shower opposite has an opaque tambour door but space 
below the large showerhead is unlikely to disappoint. 

Further forward is what Dethleffs calls its Gourmet 
kitchen. It certainly looks the part, with its giant-sized 
drawers and attractive curves, while practicalities include a 
top-notch metal tap, kitchen roll holder, two bins and 
electric central locking for the drawers. There’s an extractor, 
too, and a Thetford Duplex combined oven and grill set just 
off the floor. There’s not a great deal of worktop, though, 
and the three-ring hob looks a bit old-school compared 
with Hymer’s option of a full British-style slot-in cooker. 




Shower with tambour door, wardrobes are shallow 



Drop-down bed has good headroom and essential vent 



At least the oven isn’t mounted over the massive 190- 
litre fridge/freezer opposite and those heading for the heat 
will be pleased to note that the cooler not only has AES 
operation but is an HPC high-performance model, too. 

Up front, the lounge feels fairly big, thanks to the wide 
entrance, huge windscreen, sunroof and generous 
ambient lighting. The inward-facing perch is too small to 
be much more than an occasional-use item, but the 
L-settee and Aguti captain’s chairs make up for that, as 
does the sensible-height TV bracket by the door. We also 
liked the clever rear seatbelt arrangement which uses two 
buckles per belt but allows the belts to hide completely 
when not required. Rear passengers will also love the 
excellent forward visibility, but, if you only ever need a 
two-berth, then the low-profile version is worth 
considering as it’ll save you 10-grand. 

If, however, you’re travelling four-up, then no one is 
going to feel shortchanged by the drop-down bed. It is one 
of the bigger A-class berths, lowers manually, offers well 
above average headroom and good ventilation to boot. 



INSURANCE QUOTE 



CARAVAN 

CLUB 



Based on 50-year old male bank manager 
living in Sussex. Max bonus available to 
transfer, 8,000m pa, social, domestic and pleasure only, no claims/ 
convictions, only driver. Tracker must be fitted. £150 excess. 



£593.95 




FACT FILE 



PRICE FROM £74,990 
PRICE AS TESTED £80,315 

EXTRAS FIHED Silver body (£1,410), 16in 
alloys (£735), Deco Pack (£295), rear steadies 
(£220), roof rails (£800), alternative overhead 
lockers (£780), 148bhp engine (£1,085) 

TYPE APPROVAL European Whole Vehicle 
BERTHS 4 

TRAVEL SEATS (INC DRIVER) 4 
DIMENSIONS 7.60m L, 2.33m W, 2.98m H 

INTERIOR HEIGHT 2 02m 

r^XIMUM WEIGHT 4,250kg 
(3,850kg as tested) 

PAYLOAD 876kg (on 4,250kg chassis) 

BEDS Rear singles - nearside 1 .94m 
X 0.84m, offside 2.08m x 0.84m or 
alternative double 2.08m/1.72m x 2.13m, 
drop-down cab bed 1 .95m x 1 .49m 
FRESH WATER 170 litres (in double floor) 
WASTE WATER 120 litres (in double floor) 
GAS 2 X 11kg 
LEISURE BATTERY 95Ah 
MAINS SOCKETS 5 



BASE VEHICLE 



FIAT DUCATO AL-KO 

ENGINE 2.3-litre, Euro V+, 148bhp, 
front-wheel drive, six-speed manual 



COOKING/HEATING 



COOKING Three-burner hob with 
ignition, Thetford Duplex oven/grill 

FRIDGE Dometic 190-litre HPC fridge/ 
freezer with AES 

HEATING Truma Combi 6EH gas/mains 
blown-air, iNet ready 

BOILER Truma Combi 6EH gas/mains 



RIVALS 



Burstner Elegance I 728 G 
Hymer B704 PremiumLine 



MOTORHOME SUPPLIED BY 



LOWDHAMS 

TEL 01 159 663838 
WEB lowdhams.com 



moloihomesays 

If you want a top-class, top-quality 
'van with fixed, low-level single 
beds, then this Dethleffs is a must- 
see model. It's shortlisted in the 
National Motorhome Awards 2016. 



ampervan c ver due for re ewal? ind ng 
wi ranging insura ce cover an b tricky! 

Confidence is key when finding the right motorhome protection. 

This is why we provide insurance benefits for the things that matter to you. 



Call us on 0345 504 0334 or visit 
www.caravanclub.co.uk/which 



CARAVAN 

CLUB 
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Part Exchange & 
Finance Available 

Always a selection of new 
& used vans in stock 
waiting for conversion 



4 berth camper 
2 single beds or a large double 
Wash room & cassette toilet 
Activity shower 
Full oven, grill & SOL fridge 



grill & SOL fridge 
Activity shower 
Double bed & roof bed 
Toilet & 68L water tank 



HILLSID6 



Come and visit our workshop and showroom: 
Chequers House, Chequers Lane, Derby DE216AW 
01332 207 976 1 hillsideleisure.co.uk | sales@hillsideleisure.co.uk 



All images, facts and figures are correct at the time of printing. Hillside Leisure Limited reserves the right to change vehicle specification 
and pricing without prior warning. For more details on our terms and conditions, visit our website at www.hillsideleisure.co.uk 




First sight 




AT A GLANCE 



PRiCE FROM £ 34,945 • BERTHS 2/3 • TRAVEL SEATS 4 



T HERE'S something of a budget brands war going 
on, as imports to the UK for the season ahead 
offer cut-price versions of existing ranges, usually 
under a different brand name. Rapido, with Dreamer 
here, is a prime example. There are also Knaus 
(Weinsberg) and Adria (Sun Living). In Rapido’s case, 
the previous Campereve name was seen as a bit too 
continental for us oh-so-conservative Brits (it’s ok, we 
admit it)... so, it’s been replaced by this. Dreamer - a 
line-up of five models, three of which are available in 
standard as well as more upmarket Select guise. 

Few can compete with an on-the-road price of less 
than £35,000 for a Dreamer D42. To reiterate, that’s for a 
brand spanking new Fiat Ducato MWB van conversion 
with the usual 2.3-litre, 130bhp engine. However, already 
the signs are it’s the slightly more expensive Select that 
will end up being the favoured purchase, with an initial 
price around the £38,000 mark. 

We thought it more appropriate to focus on the standard 
D42 here, which leaves it up to you to select (oh dear! Ed) 
your final spec. In that respect, a good starting point is the 
Dreamer Pack - it’s £385 and provides a passenger airbag. 



cab air-conditioning, cruise control, colour-matching for 
the front bumper, electric heated door mirrors, swivel seats 
with height adjustment and double armrests, a radio and 
pre-wiring for a stereo and reversing camera. 

Frankly, it’s hard to see anyone being able to get hold of 
any Dreamer without the Dreamer Pack (or indeed not 
wanting it, anyway). The example here also has another 
Pack, called Comfort, which, again, is hard to dismiss in 
terms of value-for-money - £500 for a flyscreen and 
electric step at the sliding door, plus upholstered cab seats. 

Like most imports, the sliding door remains on the 
UK offside. The windowless back doors may save a few 
pounds in terms of any kind of glazing and, such is the 
excellence of Fiat’s double door mirrors, you soon gain 
utmost faith in them. Here, as standard, you get the 
white bodywork, while minimal graphics are sufficient 
to lift it from white van status. 

Inside, perhaps as a result of paring back the 
specification (and not adding the usual frilly bits), the 
Dreamer actually feels relatively spacious. It’s a standard 
continental lounge that offers a rear travel seat for two, 
with the kitchen just inside the sliding door and a rear 



Dreamer 

D42 

Prices keep tumbling for high-top van conversions. Here's a 
leading example from a name you might not recognise - yet 
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Dreamer D42 
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First sight 




Washroom is as roomy as many a coachbuiit s. Few wiii 
iike the shower curtain, though 



section that’s given over to a French bed (nearside) and 
washroom (offside). Do note, this is all in the confines of 
the medium-length, 5.4m Fiat Ducato base. 

The kitchen is certainly more campervan than 
motorhome, with its Dometic two -ring hob and sink 
combination set over a 90-litre Vitrifrigo compressor 
fridge (operating from 12V/230V, with good shelving and 
bottle storing options as well as a full-width freezer 
compartment). There’s space alongside it for three soft- 
close drawers - so much easier (and a bit more expensive) 
than mere cupboards - supplemented by just the one 
overhead locker. Ironically, though, despite the absence of 
a grill (it’s not even an option on this model), there’s still 
a lack of overall kitchen storage. 

Nevertheless, the high-gloss finish to the locker 
doors is anything but downmarket, and the furniture 
generally has a good, solid feel to it. Plus it’s sealed 
where it meets the floor. 

The D42 sleeps two as standard (a rather fiddly third 
berth is a £194 option) and that main bed has the comfort of 
Bultex mattresses (two sections here), while the solid back 
doors mean you can actually sit up in bed without fear of 
being against a window or damaging a blind. Also, the fold- 
up slatted frame section can make load-carrying all the more 
feasible - perhaps when this Dreamer is not performing its 
normal motorhome duties. Or, when touring, there’s 
certainly space to put a bike in here, where it will be far more 
secure than open to all the elements on an exterior rack. 




You can't heat a ready-made bed. Although a French 
bed, the cutaway here is minimal 

The washroom has a space-saving tambour door. The 
mixer tap for the fixed corner basin is also the showerhead, 
with a water-saving trigger release, and there’s just a curtain 
to be drawn to all four sides when it comes to showering. 

Savings? The rear travel seat only has fixed pads instead 
of adjustable head restraints. The side windows have just 
standard, flat blinds and flyscreens. The table lacks an 
extension. Overhead, they’re just standard rooflights, not 
big sunroofs. It’s just a rudimentary main control panel 
over the sliding door (so it’s easy to use!). Cab windows 
have stick-on thermal screens. The cab seats have covers 
rather than complete reupholstering. You can hardly call 
these things deal-breakers. 

Actually, the D42 may have a little niche to itself No 
obvious rival offers the French bed format, while most key 
budget-priced alternatives are six metres long. 

You can see Dreamers at just four outlets across the 
UK - Highbridge in Somerset, Wokingham in Berkshire, 
Perthshire Caravans for Scotland and Thompson Leisure 
for Northern Ireland. Worth noting is that Dreamer 
leaves it to each dealer to quote an on-the-road price, 
based on different delivery charges. 

There is a final warning, however. These Dreamers 
are already proving more successful than, er, dreamed. . . 
factory order books are full and only dealer stock is 
now available for the rest of the 2016 season. If you still 
want that bargain, you might have to wait a bit longer 
than you thought. 



FACT FILE 



PRICE FROM £34,945 
Pm^ AS TESTED £35 830 

EXTRAS FIHED Dreamer Pack (£385), 
Contort Pack (£500) 

TYPE APPROVAL"European Whole 
Vehicle 

BERTHS 2/3 

TRAVEL SEATS (INC DRIVER) 4 

DIMENSIONS 5.40m L, 2.05m W, 

2.56m H 

INTERIOR HEIGHT 1 89m (kitchen) 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,300kg 

PAYLOAD 455kg (before options) 

BEDS Rear double 1 .90m x 1 .20m/0.90m 
FRESH WATER 110 litres (inboard) 
WASTE WATER 90 litres (underslung) 
GAS 1 X 13kg 
LEISURE BATTERY lOOAh 
MAINS SOCKETS 1 (kitchen) 



BASE VEHICLE 



FIAT DUCATO MEDIUM-WHEELBASE 
PANEL VAN 

ENGINE 2.3-litre, Euro V+, 130bhp, front- 
wheel drive, six-speed manual gearbox 



COOKING/HEATING 



COOKING Dometic two-ring gas hob 

FRIDGE Vitrifrigo compressor, 12V/230V, 
90 litres 

HEATING Truma Combi 4 blown-air 
(gas only) 

BOILER Truma Combi 4 



RIVALS 



Sun Living Flexo SP 
Weinsberg CaraBus 541 MQ 



MOTORHOME SUPPLIED BY 



GROUPE RAPIDO 

TEL 0033 243 301070 
WEB dreamer-van.com 



moloirhoniesays 

You might have to act a bit sharpish, 
but this is some bargain - and a rare 
example of a French bed layout in a 
medium-length Fiat Ducato 'van. 






Enjoy in-depth reviews, travel, practical advice and much more in campervan mag azine, now 
available on your tablet and smartphone. Download campervan at ‘ - * 
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stockist 



New & used motorhomes 



Recently extended heated 
showroom 



AUTD ^ TRAIL 

Revamped accessory shop 




Service centre 
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF! 



TRIBUTE 



ROLLER TEAM 



/VC4- 



IffiliTTIiT: 



Todds Motorhomes 

Coote Lane, Lostock Hall 
Preston, Lancashire 
PR5 5JD 

www.toddsmotorhomes.co.uk 



The Auto Sleeper Exhibition Centre 




New & Used Auto Sleepers 

kik i i i i a i 



MERRY CHRISTMAS to all of our 
customers past and present from all 
of the team here at The Centre 



www.motorplusmotorhomes.co.ut? 




OOQ 



2016 Models are here NOW!! 



PEUGEOT 



Quality Chassis Manufacturers 




7 

One Brand 




One Mission 




One Focus 


^ 7 

Quality 




^ Reliability ^ 




K 

{ Satisfaction 





AUTO-SLEEPER 

EXHIBITION CENTRE 




U THE WAY TO YOUR NEW MOTORHOME 

Specialist Auto Sleeper Dealer 



Sales - Service - Warranty 
Telephone: 01332 360222 

Visit us at Chapel Street, Derby, DEI 3GU 







BenimarMileo264 




Our new Benimar MMeo 264 proves a winner fpr an autumn trip to Ambleside 



I CAN NOT have been the only motorhomer who, 
faced with the warm weather we had in early 
October, thought, “How about just one more 
quick trip out before the cold dark nights really set 
in?” Especially as I had a brand-new Van to try: a 
Benimar Mileo 264. This is one of two new additions 
for 2016 to the range of Spanish-made motorhomes 
that Marquis Leisure has been importing into this 
country - complete with habitation door on the UK 
side. It comes with a Winter Pack that features a 
6kW Truma Combi boiler and an insulated and 
heated waste water tank, too, so I didn’t really need 
to worry about the cold. 

For our sister magazine, MMM, I had already 
reviewed the other new addition to the line-up, the 
Mileo 286 with its wonderfully large front lounge 
(see November 2015 issue). The 264 dispenses with 
that XL-sized lounge, so that it can fit in two fixed 
single beds in the rear and still have an overall 
length that is only 40cm longer, at 7.39 metres. But 
with a smaller, more European-style dinette up 
front, and a central washroom and shower room, 
would it still have the same feeling of comfort and 



Spanish flair? I was keen to find out, and a short 
weekend break not too far away in the Lakes 
seemed the perfect opportunity. 

Getting everything prepared for such a venture 
was a pleasure. Ok, we were only going away for two 
days, but the Benimar ’s designers have an eye for 
storage. There’s a large wardrobe between the two 
beds, plus a large drawer under each of them, and 
two overhead lockers above each headboard, each 
of a good size, while still allowing room for those in 
the beds to sit up while reading. 

There are two generous overhead lockers up 
front, too, despite the fitment of a drop-down bed, 
and there’s a useful shelf above the cab. Space 
beneath the seating is taken up with the fresh water 
tank and boiler. 

Kitchen storage is good, too: you get three good- 
sized drawers beneath the offside worktop that 
houses the sink and three-burner hob. Above here, 
there’s a shelved locker and a spice rack, while over 
on the other side, above the 149 -litre Thetford 
fridge/freezer, there is a large locker, which, 
admittedly, you need to be tall to reach inside. So 



it’s best as a store for stuff you won’t need in a hurry. 
There would be even more storage here if Marquis 
hadn’t thoughtfully insisted on including a 
microwave as part of the UK spec just below this 
locker, along with a Thetford Triplex oven and grill 
on the other side. 

Only the apothecary shelf between the oven and 
the elegant Japanese-style door that partitions off 
the rear bedroom, disappoints. It doesn’t really have 
enough shelves, it’s not long enough to house a 
baguette and, yes, it rattles. 

That said, rattling wasn’t as much of an issue as I 
thought it was going to be. When I picked up this 
motorhome from Marquis in early September, it 
rattled and squeaked for Britain (or Spain). Perhaps 
it was the weekend away with it our Editor had 
already taken (see last issue), or the trip back to 
Marquis to correct an electrical snag, but with only 
a few more hundred miles on the odometer, the 
’van seemed much quieter this time. 

It was a comfortable drive, too, thanks to the 
148bhp engine that comes as standard. Despite the 
lack of through rear view, there was plenty of vision 
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Long-term test 





FACT FILE 



PRICE FROM £51,995 

PRICE AS TESTED £55,235 

EXTRAS FITTED Truma Aventa roof- 
mounted habitation air-con (£2,495), 
Zurich faux leather (£745) 

ON TEST SINCE 16 September 
BEST ivTPG 27 8 
OUR MPG 26 2 
FAULTS M dEIIvERY None 

FAULTS THIS MONTH None 
Electrics now sorted! 

LATEST TRIP To Ambleside in the Lake 
District 

READ THE ROAD TEST December 201 5 



MOTORHOME SUPPLIED BY 



MARQUIS NORTHAMPTON 

TEL 08000 267777 
WEB marquislesuire.co.uk 



via the side mirrors, and a useful reversing camera 
that’s part of the DAB radio. Only my wife wasn’t so 
impressed with the height of the passenger seat, 
which left her, at 5ft 4in, with feet still dangling. 
And not having a nearside window in the lounge 
means you do rely more on the front passenger to 
tell you when the way is clear. 

Still, we made Ambleside in good time. We 
stopped off for a pleasant (if rather regimented) 
lunch with a view at the Wateredge Inn and left our 
Benimar in the car park opposite, where there’s 
plenty of room for motorhomes. It is run by an 
organisation called Park With Ease - so called 
because you just park your vehicle and head off 
without having to worry about getting a ticket, as 
the CCTV has taken a record of when you arrived. 
When you key in your registration number on 
return, it tells you how much you owe - and if you 
don’t have the right change, you have 48 hours to 
pay online. (You can even set up an online account.) 
This is one giant leap for car-park-kind. I have 
never understood why so many car park operators 
spoil the fun of the great outdoors by making us 



worry about whether the parking limit is up, or if 
the ticket is still stuck to the windscreen. With Park 
With Ease all such worries go out of the window. 
So it’s good to hear that the company plans to 
expand into other tourist areas soon. 

But that’s enough about parking. After a quick 
chug around northern Lake Windermere, kidding 
ourselves that it was warmer than it was, we 
found the site at Skelwith Eold immaculate and 
well laid out, although further out of Ambleside 
than you might imagine. I was glad we had 
already eaten, because the two-mile walk back, 
while doubtlessly beautiful, might have been the 
last straw for little legs. 

Instead, we could easily put together a slap-up 
supper from the Benimar’s kitchen, whose 
L-shaped design adds to the conviviality because 
whoever is cooking is facing those seated around 
the table. The seating was comfortable for three, 
but if our teenage over-six-foot son had come 
along too, things might have been a squeeze. The 
fold-out part of the table also felt unstable and not 
somewhere you would want to rest your joints. 



Victorian parents would approve. 

Squeezing up a bit at the front makes more room 
at the back. We were all impressed with the beds. 
The two singles were both long enough for me (at 
6ft 6in) to stretch out in, but I did the gentlemanly 
thing and gave them up for the ladies. Good thing 
then that the drop-down bed was so comfortable 
that I didn’t want to get out of it in the morning - 
and I don’t often say that, even about beds at home. 
It did partially obscure the habitation door when it 
was down, but it left the hob and sink free, so there 
was still room to make a cuppa in the morning. 

As for washing, we liked the toilet room with its 
ample shelving, but that seemed to be what was 
missing from the shower room opposite - it doesn’t 
even have a soap dish. It does, however, have the 
required roof vent with a flyscreen. 

In the morning the ’van lent itself to a hearty 
breakfast of Lincolnshire sausages I had specially 
brought with us. And on the way back, stuck for 
two hours in stationary traffic on the M6, those 
single beds did look enticing for weary travellers. If 
only there weren’t those pesky traffic laws. . . 
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bcAimor 

Bock in Briloin... 



The UK's largest dealer network 

BJCCL ifBn/B 



O New & Exclusive Enhancements for 201 6 across the Mileo Range 



. NEW FIAT 1 50BHP ENGINE ACROSS THE 
RANGE 

• NEW Fiat high level DAB radio with touch 
screen sat nav & integrated rear view 
observation camera 

• NEW Standard drop down beds 
(243, 264 & 264) 

• NEW Optional 'Zurich' Faux leather upholstery 
with 'Gaho'fabric as standard 

• NEW Grade III insulation across the range 

• NEW 1 2v & 240v sockets in garage 

• NEW Dometic Deluxe windows 

• Right hand drive with NEW habitation door 
with window & pocket on UK side 

• NEW External BBQ/Shower point on the side 
ofthe entrance door 

• NEW Roof fitted 140w solar panel 



• NEW Chrome insert on rear bumper 

• NEW Dometic mini heki rooflights 

• NEW Removable press studded habitation carpet 

• NEW Spare wheel as standard on all models 

• NEW Winter pack including; Upgrade ofTruma Combi 
heating to 6kw, Insulated & heated waste tanks, Insulated 
external pipes. External thermal screen cover. External 
fridge vent covers 

• NEW 'Noisette' furniture style 

• GRP and 95% wood-free construction 

• High & low fixing points for optional rear mounted 
cycle rack 

• All models on 3500kg chassis 
(chassis upgrades available) 

• Cab air conditioning 

• Cruise control 



Optional Upgrade 

^ 1 SObhp Comfort-Matic 

^ Gearbox 

^ * J Works in both fully automatic 

and sequential manual mode J 






For further information, video reviews, brochure downloads & to book a viewing visit our website: 

www.marquisleisure.co.uk/benimar or call 0800 026 77 77 



Grade 
Insulation 

o#o 



I The perfect climate... 

365 days a year! 

V NCC EN1645-1 > 




ff nm Of used motorhome or caravan 1 1 ^ your new or used motorhome or caravan Cam i ra 

from any of our 1 1 branches nationwide horn any of our 1 1 branches nationwide V-X ■ VC 



and Warranty Work can be carried out 
at any of our 1 7 branches nationwide 




Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Marquis 


Berkshire/Surrey 


Devon 


Dorset 


Durham 


Gloucestershire 


Hampshire 


Lancashire 


Northampton 


South Yorkshire 


Suffolk 


Sussex 


01635 248 888 


01752 892 977 


01202 738 777 


0191 492 2480 


01684 296 222 


01489 860 666 


01772 731 313 


01604 402 888 


01909 565 222 


01473 747 675 


01825 873 377 



This advert does not constitute an offer by Marquis. It's the continual policy of Fiat and Benimar to seek to improve their vehicles in every way and so whilst every effort has been made to ensure the details set out in this advert were correct at the time of going to press, 

they are unable to guarantee that no changes in specification have subsequently taken place. 








Which layout 




Convenient 



Island beds come under the spotlight, a d*we Jook at layouts 
offering domestic>styJe double bed slee^m^B||L 



S pread across the whole range of coachbuilt 
motorhomes, the island double bed layout 
has become - along with fixed twin singles 
- one of the most popular designs on sale. As with 
its singles sibling, the reason is a simple one: access. 

Previously, double beds were mostly found housed 
transversely (usually above a big, garage-style locker) 
or lengthways, mounted in a corner and against a 
side wall (known as the French bed) with a generous 
but low locker beneath. Both these designs have one 
big drawback and that is the fact that the ‘inside’ 
sleeper is trapped - forced to climb over their 
partner to exit these beds. Fun, you might think, but 
not at three in the morning when you need the loo. 
Cue a rudely awakened loved one, plus the inevitable 
gymnastics to get out of bed and, indeed, back in. 

The island bed solves this problem as it’s very 
much the same as a double bed at home: centrally 
and, often, lengthways mounted in the rear and 
claiming easy access down each side. 



There are some variations on the layout, but most 
offer a front lounge and central kitchen, with 
bathroom facilities providing an en suite to the 
bedroom in the rear. And most are found in either 
low-profile or A-class ’vans, so offering all the 
benefits of each. A-classes come with the near ever- 
present drop-down, in-cab bed and better insulation 
and space up front, at an additional cost (typically) 
of £8- 10k. More affordable low-profile options often 
have the possibility of the now-popular drop-down 
bed above the lounge. 

In any motorhome, the provision of lengthways 
beds makes for a less desirable, longer overall length, 
but clever design of the latest models means you will 
find island bed-equipped ’vans from as little as six- 
and-a-half metres (Pilote and Rapido are the brands to 
look for at this size). From there, just about any length 
is on offer, with high-end A-class examples sometimes 
stretching the tape to as much as nine metres. 

With layouts following a standard formula. 



increased length simply leads to more spacious 
living space: really large lounges and palatial 
bathrooms can be features - some of the latter are 
the walk-through, good-as- at-home variety. 

Kitchens, however, are mostly relatively compact. 
The majority of island bed models are built by 
mainland European firms (although Auto-Trail, 
Bailey and Swift all have island beds in their 
portfolios). And in the fine tradition of continental 
galleys, you can expect to find big fridge/freezers, 
often good drawer-based storage but not so much 
working surface. The good news is that versions 
heading over here are often fitted with a UK pack of 
extras: an oven and, these days, sometimes a full 
slot-in stove (Hymers especially) and maybe even a 
microwave (over to you, Benimar). Increased 
cooking kit will often rob precious storage, but you 
can’t have everything. More important will be the 
position of the oven, especially if you aren’t tall and 
the oven is placed loftily over a fridge/freezer. 
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Island beds 




Back to the lounge, where you’ll find an area 
almost always based around swivelling cab seats 
and a forward-facing twin-belted travel seat - 
known as a half-dinette. As these lounges get 
bigger, so the seating capacity increases - adding 
side seating, while the forward-facing seat often 
becomes extended, turning into an L-shaped sofa. 
The smallest lounges will seat up to four, the largest 
as many as six to eight. 

British manufacturers’ island bed layouts may 
come with twin-sofa layouts that cater for our need 
to be super-comfy as we hide indoors out of the 
wind and rain. Do bear in mind, though, that here 
there are rarely rear travel seats with this format, so 
a motorhome for two only is the result, with no 
opportunity for more folks to travel. And you’ll still 
have to head towards eight-metre models if you 
really want a big lounge. 

Many bathrooms place the shower on one side, 
with separate toilet and washing facilities opposite. 



An en suite is created when the toilet room door is 
opened to swing across the aisle, separating bathroom 
and bed from the rest of the living area. The best will 
have another door (or screen) separating the bedroom 
from the bathroom, thus allowing residents sleeping 
up front to use the facilities in private. Look for 
designs with enough space to use the area as a 
dressing room, too. Some models - conveniently - 
include the wardrobe in the bathroom area. 

Back to the bedroom and in common with all 
fixed bed designs, storage provision is excellent, 
thanks to the provision of a big, externally accessed 
locker beneath. These vary in size, with the biggest 
qualifying as full-blown, bike-swallowing garages. 
Some (such as Chausson models with the Easy Bed 
system) even offer height-adjustable beds - low for 
easy access to the mattress, high for more space 
beneath. Sometimes you wind the bed up and down 
manually, while on more expensive models you’ll 
simply press a switch. 



ISLAND LIFE ON A BUDGET 

The island bed’s popularity started to build around 
seven years ago, so you should find a reasonable 
choice on the used market, with variety increasing as 
time passes. Bear in mind, also, that this layout is 
found in motorhomes from entry-level to super- 
luxury, so that will have an impact on what you 
might have to pay, too. Look at the typical used 
example we found on page 66 (and more on page 36). 

A TRIO OF VARIATIONS 

Not all island beds follow a standard’ format, 
however. Number one variation on the theme is the 
transverse island (offered currently by Auto-Trail, 
Bailey, Swift and, formerly, by the likes of Biirstner 
and Rapido), which saves a little overall length as the 
bed is set across the width of the interior, leaving 
enough space to move around the foot and the far 
side. Here, the Bailey’s extra width is an advantage in 
terms of allowing more space at the foot of the bed. 
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Which layout 



The second space-saving variation is the 
so-called corner or offset island, which allows 
access at its foot and part-way along the wall side 
for the inside sleeper - something that the 
traditional (and actually very similar) French 
double bed does not. Rapido’s 640 and 650FF are 
fine examples of this type. 

Then there’s the centre washbasin layout, which 
arrived in the mainstream market for the 2015 



season. Previously, this type - which places a wall at 
the foot of the bed (ideal for a TV) with the basin on 
the other side, then shower and toilet in opposing 
corners - was the preserve of Liner-class 
motorhomes at £100k-plus. There’s certainly plenty 
of visual appeal to these designs (offered by 
Biirstner, Chausson, Florium, Rapido and more), 
but it’s worth checking bed length carefully (as your 
toes cannot overhang the end). Also make sure that 



the various sliding privacy doors are not too 
complex in use and that there is enough room with 
them closed to comfortably use each of the facilities. 

Lastly, and completely new this season, is the 
drop-down island bed, which descends from the 
lounge ceiling. The only example of this - so far, at 
least - is in Chausson’s 620 (available on Ford or 
Fiat, and in Flash or Welcome trim - see this 
month’s MMM for a full road test). 



PILOTE PACIFIC P650C 




BASE VEHICLE Fiat Ducato BERTHS 2/3 TRAVEL SEATS 4 




TT" 

Pilote broke new ground when it launched the P650C in spring 2015. It was the 
first motorhome to offer a True’ island bed in a motorhome under 6.5m long 
(Rapido’s 640 is a similar length but has more restricted access to its offset 
island bed). Despite the compact size, this Pilote feels surprisingly roomy and 
has a better bedroom design than some models that are a metre longer! Ok, so 
the kitchen is a bit on the petite side, but here’s a vehicle with superb storage, 
great design and massive payload. It can be purchased in Essentiel or Sensation 
spec and it undercuts many van conversions on price, while measuring just 
13cm longer than an XLWB Fiat panel van! 





This Rapido - at just 6.69m long - takes some of the best bits from the 2014 Motorhome of the Year (Rapido 640), adding 
a drop-down double bed and an extra travel seat to complete a unique mix of five berths and five belted seats at well 
under seven metres. Bodywork is GRP-skinned, even under the floor, and furniture comes in modern Montalcino or 
classic Elegance. The lounge isn’t huge but is very well thought out and comfy, too, featuring an L-settee plus a side-facing 
seat that converts to the fifth face-forward position for travel (so much better than rivals with rear-facing fifth pews). The 

folding table is another plus, and a Rapido trademark. 

The rear island bed is set to the offside but still provides decent access at 
the foot of the bed for the wall-side sleeper. There’s plenty of room to sit up 
in bed and the solid, sliding bedroom partition is yet another good 
feature. Alongside the island bed is a corner toilet/shower 
compartment, while the handbasin is sited separately, with a cover 
to convert the area into a vanity unit. 

Read the full report in our July 2015 issue. 





NIESMANN + BISCHOFF FLAIR 920 LF 



BASE VEHICLE Iveco Daily BERTHS 4 TRAVEL SEATS 4 
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Here’s the luxury end of the market. At just over nine metres 
long and sitting on the 7.20-tonne Daily chassis, everything about 
this ’van makes a big statement. Those nine metres give loads of ' 



internal space and the fully winterised interior uses it to provide m m w 
luxury apartment-style living. The swivelled cab seats can become recliners, 
the kitchen features a fully moulded worktop, a built-in coffee machine and 
drawers with central locking. The bedroom is reached by traversing a walk- 
through bathroom: more moulded surfaces in here, plus a big wardrobe, toilet 
room and shower that would grace any bricks -and- mortar abode. Beneath the 
generous island bed there’s an equally generous garage, with lots more stowage 
in the living area and below in the heated double floor. 



BASE VEHICLES 

As the most popular motorhome 
base bar none, the Fiat Ducato 
obviously dominates. Engines 
range from ISObhp (2.3-litre) to 
3-litre 177bhp, while auto' fans 
can opt for Fiat's Comfort-Matic 
robotised manual 'box. An Al-Ko 
rear chassis - lower, wider and 
with independent rear suspension 
on either one or two rear axles 
- can be ideal for longer 
motorhomes, while the Al-Ko 
extension also saves weight 
and increases payload. 

Most of the above applies to 
the Peugeot Boxer, too, as it's 
almost identical to its Ducato 
cousin and made on the same 
production line. Two differences: 
the smaller engines are (less 
refined) 2.2-litre units and there's 
no automatic on the options list. 

The Mercedes Sprinter offers 
rear-wheel drive - great for 
towing and improved traction. 
Engines go all the way up to the 
superbly smooth 190bhp V6, and 
all now meet Euro VI emissions 
standards. A smooth seven-speed, 
traditional, auto' transmission is 
on the options list. 

Recently completely 
redesigned, the largest version of 
the Ford Transit comes with 123 
or 153-horsepower engines and a 
six-speed manual gearbox. See 
page 15 for our special feature on 
Fords, but, once again, choice is 
limited - this time to Chausson 
and Roller Team. 

Finally, there's the Renault 
Master- which offers a great ride/ 
handling compromise but only fits 
the bill here when converted by 
Adria or Rimor. At the top of the 
market, the Iveco Daily is the tough 
guy with a heavy-duty truck-style 
chassis and rear-wheel drive. 
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has a range of 



Bilbo’s NEW T6 



84ps to 204ps 



enabling leaner, 



efficient driving. 



Bilbo’s NEW 

Volkswagen T6 

conversion is here! 



Euro 6 engines from 



cleaner and more 



Bilbo’s the UK’s No I Volkswagen specialist campervan convertor launches its 
newVolkswagenT6 conversion packed with new and exciting options making 
the iconic model even better than before. 



Bilbos NEWT6 is the sixth generation of Volkswagen 
transporters and is packed full of exciting features 
including, improved comfort, better driving 
dynamics and a range of Euro 6 engines from 
84ps to 204ps enabling leaner, cleaner and 
more efficient driving. 

These improvements coupled with _ 

Bilbo’s award winning conversions 
makes this a perfect partnership 
for you to enjoy. 
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Test drive the 

NEWT6 NOW! 




• Volkswagen Motorhome specialist 

• Very competitive finance available subject to status 

• We build Left hand drive campers to order 

• Excellent range of fully prepared pre-owned vehicles 

• Vehicles in good condition taken in part exchange 

• Largest stock of New and Pre-owned VW campervans in UK 




All Bilbo’s campervans are 
Euro 6 compatible, 
Type-Approved, NCC approved 
and are built by our skilled 
British craftsman in our 
purpose built factory with build 
quality guaranteed through our 
ISO 900 1 accreditation. 



www.bilbos.com Email: sales@bilbos.com Tel: +44 (0) 1342 892499 (Mon to Sat) Bilbo’s, Eastbourne Road, South Godstone, Surrey RH9 8JQ. 










Which layout 




An A-class to aspire to, this motorhome is neither too long (just 6.99m), 
nor too heavy (though a Mass in Running Order of 3,140kg - before options - makes an upgrade to a 3,850kg chassis 
advisable). The B598 manages to provide all the elements of a classic island bed layout in good-looking package that 
should retain its value better than just about any rival. On the outside it has the instantly recognisable Hymer visage, 
while, inside, the decor is swisher and more contemporary than earlier B-Classes. 

Up front, the drop-down double bed descends to offer a comfortable 1.95m by 1.50m berth. The rear island bed isn’t 
quite so large, but it slides back, the head of the bed rising on gas struts as it does so, making a luxurious place to laze in 
the daytime. Retracted, it offers more room around the foot of the bed, while, with the bed down, space is tight between 

the shower and bed. The galley provides one of the latest slim n’ tall 
fridges (142 litres), plenty of drawers and the option of a full-sized 
cooker with mains hotplate, oven and grill. Corian worktops and 
a drop-down coffee machine complete this superb culinary 
area. A sliding door gives privacy to the bedroom, while 
shower and washroom are captured behind tambour doors. 

A great-looking package from Hymer with quality that 
you’ll find hard to beat. Read the full report in our 
November 2014 issue. 




SWIFT BESSACARR 494 



BASE VEHICLE Fiat Ducato BERTHS 4 TRAVEL SEATS 4 





This one represents both a British alternative and one of the less 
common takes on the island bed layout. There’s a European-style lounge 
up front, but, in keeping with British tradition, a more comfy twin-sofa 
lounge is an alternative - albeit without the two belted seats that its 
continental-style cousin provides. Britishness continues further aft as 
the kitchen has a full cooker (with mains hotplate) and a microwave. At 
7.75m (on a 3,700kg chassis), this is no compact beast, but that extra 
length does allow a separate shower in the nicely appointed bathroom. 

Bedtime sees the thing that makes this motorhome very different to 
its more conventional rivals. The essential island bed is set transversely 
in the bedroom, its base sliding to provide more space at its foot before 

lights-out. There’s generous under-bed stowage but it’s only accessible from inside the ’van, which seems 
like a real design flaw. Better is the very generous vanity/dressing area between the washroom and bed. 

Details include modern decor, TV points in the lounge and bedroom, LED lighting and plenty of kit in the Ducato 
cab. There’s only one engine on offer, the 130bhp unit, but the Comfort-Matic auto’ is on the options list. 

Aside from the quirky bed arrangement, it’s the option of twin sofas that could make the Bessacarr appeal to UK 
buyers. If you are such a customer, take a look at the Auto-Trail Tracker RB and Bailey Approach Autograph 730, both 
of which also offer transverse island beds. 



moloihome Top Tips 

• BASICS If buying used, always 
get the van damp-checked. These 
are coachbuilts and leaks into the 
structure can cause rot and failure 
of the body's frame. Even if an 
older 'van is found to be dry, 

it's worth considering having it 
resealed: sealants dry out, while 
modern replacements' 
performance has improved. 

• BEDROOM Size and space can be 
an issue here, so check that the 
length and width of the bed are 
ok for you and yours. Most are 
rounded at the foot and this can 
affect usable length, leading to the 
dreaded 'foot dangle' syndrome in 
the middle of the night. 

• EN SUITE Also check the amount 
of room 'twixt bed and adjacent 
toilet room/shower. It can be 
tight. Some beds slide back, 
rising at the head to create more 
space at the foot during the day 
to partly solve this problem. 

• UPS AND DOWNS Adjustable beds 
can be found, too. Wound up, the 
bed's access can be more difficult, 
but this creates space enough in 
the locker below to use it as a bike- 
swallowing garage. Wound down, 
it's easier to get into bed, but 
there's now a correspondingly 
smaller locker beneath. 

•TALL STORY The last possible 
problem with space is the 
bathroom: showers that lack 
headroom and toilet rooms that 
cannot be used easily with the 
door closed (only in the en suite 
position), which can be less than 
perfect for privacy. 
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We spotted this upmarket low-profile at Countrywide Motorhomes. Erom respected German converter, Biirstner, it’s a bit under seven-and-a-half metres long, so typical 
of the type. In spite of having had its sixth birthday, and with 34,600 miles on the clock, it seems in pretty good nick. Previous owners must have cared for it quite well. 

Extras fitted include an awning, bike rack, reversing camera and the very desirable 3 -litre engine, known for being 
smooth, torquey and powerful. There’s air-conditioning and cruise control in the cab, too. 

Step aboard and the modern interior houses a classic island bed layout with Euro-lounge, amidships kitchen and 
bathroom and the bedroom in the far rear. There’s no room for an en suite, though, so the bathroom is an 
integrated affair, albeit with a semi-separate shower. The kitchen partners a three-burner hob with a combined 
oven/grill - the latter mounted rather high above a big fridge/freezer. Space in the bedroom seems generous, 
while the bed is not too rounded at its foot. Back in the lounge, there’s a single side seat to complement the 
swivelled cab seats (with twin armrests) and half-dinette, which features a good-sized table. 
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THE NEW WESTFALIA' 
CLUB JOKER aiy 

NOW AVAILABLE TO ORDER^-.i*. 
FROM ONLY: 



PER MONTH 




• 3 BERTH WITH A COMFORTABLE 
INTERIOR 

• WELL DESIGNED FLOORPLAN 
CREATING A FEELING OF SPACE 

•FULL STANDING ROOM 

• EXTRA LOCKER STORAGE 

• SEAT BENCH IN LIVING AREA 
CONVERTS TO BED 

FINANCE EXAMPLE 





CASH PRICE DEPOSIT 



BALANCE 



TERM OF 
AGREEMENT 



120 PAYMENTS 



OPTION TO 
PURCHASE FEE 



ACCEPTANCE 

FEE 



TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 



APR 



£39,170 £15,000 £24,170 120 months £299.93 £199 



£199 



£50,991.60 8 . 9 % 



• AFTER SALES • FULL HABITATION SERVICING • TOW BARS • SOLAR • TV’S • SATELLITES • BIKE RACKS • 



FOR COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL 



0131 653 5023 



34WHITECRAIG ROAD, 
WHITECRAIG, 
EDINBURGH 
EH21 8NE 



THE ONLY SCOTTISH AGENTS FOR: 



n ncmn 

CAMPERVANS & MOTORHOMES 




ROSEISLE 

LUXURY CAMPERVANS 



www.roseisle.com 




40 YEARS AS THE MIDLANDS 
LEADING MOTORHOME DEALERSHIP 



LE t S U R 

QUAUTY MOTORHOMES 



























SEE THE 

NEW 2016 
MODELS 

IN OUR SHOWROOMS 



New seasons models now on show 

A'Class, Coachbuilt, Profile and Van based motorhomes. 

Competicive finance packages available. 



Fantastic choice of Used Motorhomes 
Award winning service. 

Fully trained on site workshop staff. 
Accessories supplied and fitted. 



PHST€ 



Autocruish 



CHAUSS0N 



^ www.hayesleisure.co.uk Tel: 0121 526 3433 

Waisali Road, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS I 0 9SS - Smins J9 M6 






• Cover for all types of vehicles including American Motorhomes available 

• UK Breakdown/Recovery cover available from £50 

• Limited mileage &/or club member discounts available 

• Quotes for Travel Insurance Cover (including annual policies) 




WHinUSEY 

INSURANCE 



SERVICES LTD 

Registered 
Insurance Brokers 



]2QLemSbtael; Witllesev( PdErtxxoL^ 

Td: Petertxxa^OI^2(B]17*FTC 

RegistEred atxl Authorised by the Financial GonductAuthority 






Air Suspension Kits 

All Popular MoturhomaE Catered For - Inducing; 
FlstOucato^ Peugeot Boxer, Talbot Express, Mercedes Sprinter 
WJHi Many Other Klls Ayallable, 

n E»£¥ Installation 
O Enhances Ride Comrort 
9 Improves Stab ill ty 
K«o|>s Vehicle icvol 
Reduces Bottoming Out ^ 

0 Restores Ride Height 



Alkct Chasipi» 



Flat Ducdto 



and Otrftvnn Accvsfpry Siz/tpU^r ' 

Marde Leltore * Much Marde 
HerEfdrdShlre - HHA 2H» 

Contact :,a 01531 66D7P7 

= www.marcleleisure.co.uk 



^.Dcrjvxczp 

5yS7TAIS AMD (0¥P{»t£MT3 



AWARD WINNING CONVERSIONS SINCE 1969 




WWW. leisuredrive. co. uk 
Tel. 01204 574 468/ Nationwide service 
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dolphBi 

motorhomes 



Avoid the 



Von L Gi j ij £| 
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and give Iw. 



a call!! 



We are a family run business with over 40 years industry experience and 
guarantee to offer a fast, friendly and honest service. 



top prices paid 
finance settled 
cash waiting 
distance no object 
option of outright 
cash purchase 
or sale or return 



We currently require the following 
motorhomes: 



Ace 

Autotrail 

Autocruise 

Bessacarr 

Compass 

Elddis 

Romahome 

Trigano Tribute 



Adria 

Autosleeper 

Bailey 

Cl 

Devon 

Hymer 

Swift 

Volkswagen 




PHONE JOSH WILLIS ON 01202 479444 / 07810 503301 

www.dolphinmotorhomes.co.uk sales@dolphinmotorhomes.co.uk 







Special feature 




Selling away 

Contrary to popular belief, the winter period may be a good time to get 
the best price for your 'van. We show you how. . . 



Y es, you’ve had many, many happy times 
with your motorhome. You have been to 
places you always wanted to go to, and a 
few you never knew about, and you’ve 
reconnected with your spirit of adventure. 

But there will come a point when you will need 
to sell the ’van for something new. Especially if you 
want to retain at least some of the thousands of 
pounds you invested in it in the first place, and 
don’t want to see all that money disappear into the 
ether that is depreciation. 

Selling a motorhome, however, is not the same 
thing as buying one. It’s just as it is with houses - 
and it is a pet theory of mine that you haven’t 
really matured as an adult, at least in this country, 
until you have sold one of those. First-time 



buyers? Let’s talk more about first-time sellers. 

How do you go about selling? We’ve asked a 
selection of experts what they think. But first, a few 
words of advice... 

THE GOOD TIMES ARE HERE 

The first thing you’ll be happy to know is that there 
is one thing you have on your side at the moment, 
and that is timing. 

Thanks to the recession that has ravaged Britain 
and Europe over the past few years, manufacturers 
reduced the number of new vehicles that rolled off 
their production lines each year. That automatically 
means that, several years down the line, there is a 
shortage of pre-owned ’vans coming onto dealers’ 
forecourts for resale. 



“A lot of manufacturers cut back on production 
during the recession, and the adverse effect of that 
is that there are fewer used ’vans,” says John Doman, 
Director at Kent Motorhome Centre. 

Although no dealer will actually admit this, what 
that means for you is that currently it is a sellers’ 
market out there. Dealers actively want your 
motorhome. But when should you sell? 

You might consider that the best time to think 
about selling your motorhome is when spring is 
here and you are contemplating venturing out 
again, possibly in a shiny new ’van that you’ve 
just purchased. But there is a lot to be said for 
parting with your existing vehicle at this, the 
quietest point in the season. One dealer we 
contacted, for example, told us that he has to buy 



» 
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Major dealers, like Brownhills, will often travel to collect the motorhomes they buy 



“between 25 and 40 Vans a month” just to keep a 
regular turnover going. Do the maths on that and 
you can soon see that a dealer might be happier 
to take on the motorhome you have just driven 
through the silent, sleety streets in January than 
they would be when every man and his dog is 
turning up as the trees are starting to bloom. As 
Paul Santos, Managing Director of Choose 
Leisure, says, “We are keener in the winter as we 
are getting offered less.” 

CHOICES, CHOICES 

What about who to go to? There is the conventional 
dealer, who buys secondhand motorhomes but also 
operates a new motorhome franchise from one or 
more British or European manufacturers. 
Sometimes with a network of more than one 
branch, they are likely to be among the slickest in 
terms of set-up and operation. 

But there are also dealers who specialise only in 
selling on the Vans you sell to them. Some of them 
claim that there are advantages in approaching 
them first. Kevin Watson, Sales Manager of 
Martins of Exeter, says, “Because we only do used 
motorhomes, we are not dictated to by a 
manufacturer, so we are not driven by targets and 
are not trying to foist a new Van on someone who 
is looking for used.” 

Not surprisingly, dealers with new motorhome 
franchises are keen to dismiss such ideas. Heart of 
England Motorhomes’ Director, Gary Rowlands, 
says, “We have an advantage in that, through part- 
exchange, we can take on relatively new models, as 
we have just done in selling a Biirstner for a 2012 
Auto-Trail,” he says. 

MIDHLEMAN 

If you think you might be unimpressed with the 
price a dealer of any description might be able to 
offer you for a direct sale, for the past few years 
there has been the option of using brokerage, where 



the dealer takes your motorhome to sell, although it 
remains your property and is returned to you 
within an agreed period if no sale is reached. 

The advantages of this are that, usually, if you 
achieve a sale, you will get a better price. But many 
dealers we contacted say they do not like to offer 
brokerage because they prefer to have outright 
ownership of the vehicles they are selling, 
particularly because of the extra costs involved in 
getting the vehicle ready for sale. “With brokerage 
you lose control of that vehicle,” says Brownhills’ 
Sales Director, Andy Graggs. 

Other dealers claim that the disadvantages of 
brokerage have become so apparent - with items 
going missing from vehicles that were in brokerage 
and problems with how you insure a ’van that is 
taken out for a test drive - that the market has 
more-or-less dried up. 

Rob Kirk at Motorhome Dealer Group also 
advises that many so-called brokerage services have 



only opted for that route because they have few 
funds backing the business and only want to build 
up stock. You need to be aware of that if you do 
business with them. 

GOING PRIVATE 

The final option is a private sale, either in a 
newspaper or magazine like Which Motorhome 
and its sister title, MMM, or online through sites 
like Out and About Live (outandaboutlive.co.uk). 

If you do this, the advantages are obvious: you 
retain far more control, and possibly will end up 
with a better price, although Rob points out that 
you will still have to offer an initial price that is 
keen enough to persuade a potential buyer to 
drive out to your house and look at one vehicle 
rather than look at the collection that any dealer 
will have on their forecourt. Other dealers say 
that buyers coming to your home is part of the 
problem with a private sale: many sellers don’t 




If you have an American RV to sell, mainstream dealers might not want it Left-hand drive 'vans are easier to sell to dealers in the south of England 
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Becks Motorhomes 

Great Yarmouth-based Becks 
sells around 150 motorhomes 
a year, with Managing 
Director, John 
Maitland, saying he 
expects next year, 
when the company celebrates its 50th 
birthday, to be better as Chancellor George 
Osborne's pensions giveaway finally begins 
to take effect. 

He says the dealership will take "mature" 
vehicles (10 years old or older) because it 
can always trade them on. The company 
does not collect, but John says, "People 
tend to come to us because we have been 
around for a while and we are also a family- 
owned business." 

He says the really crucial factor for him 
in deciding whether to buy a motorhome 
is the condition of the interior, particularly 
the fabrics and the woodwork. "In 
contrast, the exterior is not so important, 
because even if there has been damage 
our bodyshop can do a marvellous repair 
these days," he says. 

Although the company does not offer 
brokerage, it does offer an either/or option 
to keen potential buyers, where they can 
sell privately if they want to as that will 
make them better off financially. 



Brownhills 

Andy Craggs, Sales Director at Brownhills in 
Nottinghamshire, has a key test for would-be 
sellers who contact him. "I ask them if they 
were buying it from me how they would like 
to see it rectified," he says. "Common things 
are dents in the tables from tin cans, or hot 
pans on work surfaces." 

He adds, "We take on everything except 
American RVs - the market for them is very 
limited. I say we can buy anything, which is 




a bit of a cliche, but this week I have taken on 
a K-reg Clubman and a £70,000 Comanche." 

He employs a team of 10 to collect vehicles 
from customers. "We do have a large 
forecourt, but we have had an enjoyable 
year," he says. "We have gone from the far 
end of Aberdeen to Cornwall. Also, all four 
parts of Ireland, and Jersey." 




Elite Motorhomes 

Based on a site in Banbury previously 
occupied by Chelston Motorhomes, 
Banbury-based Elite (read more on page 75) 
started as a rental business, switching over 
to solely new and used sales four years 
ago. It also offers a brokerage service. 

Managing Director, Chris Maynard, says the 
company will look at any 'vans up to 15 years 
old, both continental and British, and might 
stretch to up to 20 years old if the vehicle is 
in good condition. 

Generally speaking, he thinks customers 
look after their motorhomes well. "We find 
the ones that don't are those who are multi- 
millionaires and don't regard £30,000 to 
£40,000 as a significant investment," he says. 

He thinks the motorhome market at the 
moment is "phenomenal - the best it has 
been for four years". 

Choose Leisure 

Kent-based Choose Leisure started out as 
a brokerage, so it's no surprise that it still 
offers the service. "It works brilliantly for 
both us and the customer," says Managing 
Director, Paul Santos. He says the market is 
"very buoyant". At the 
moment he is making 
offers on about one in 
every three enquiries that 
are made. 

"Simply we want what 
our customers want: 
nice, clean, well looked- 




after motorhomes. If it meets that criteria we 
will consider any make or age. However, we 
do tend to shy away from motorhomes that 
are very high mileage and also from 
American motorhomes." 

European models and left-hand drives are 
no problem here. "We are only 20 minutes 
from Dover, so many of our local customers 
do a lot of their travelling in Europe," he says. 




fleart of England 
Motorhomes 

Heart of England's Director, 
Gary Rowlands, says age 
is "not a barrier" to him 
buying a 'van - if it is 
in great condition. 
"Generally speaking, if it is less than five 
years old it will be in a classic condition," 
he says. "Unfortunately, out of those that 
are older than that, about 70% of what 
people are offering hasn't been looked 
after. Most of all, it does not have habitation 
service history." 

He finds this exasperating. "If you sold 
a Mercedes without a Mercedes service 
history you wouldn't expect to get as much 
money for it," he says. 

He thinks the current used market is 
still quite "thin". "There are still quite a lot of 
older vehicles around which people think are 
worth quite a bit more than they actually are. 
We don't really sell anything older than seven 
years old, and we don't sell left-hand drives." 

The company, which is 12 years old, does 
offer brokerage, but only for vehicles of a 
good standard. 



Boyles Benholme 

Hoyles is a 30-year-old used 
motorhome dealership in West 
Yorkshire that is now in its 
second generation of 
family ownership. 

Partner, Tim Hoyle, says. 

"We pride ourselves on being a family 
business. We can make a snap decision and 
are not tied to getting a company cheque." 

He adds, "We will look at anything - even 
'vans that are 20 years old or older. We will 
look at any models, including left-hand drive. 
We go nationwide to pick up 'vans. I went up 
to the Isle of Skye and a couple of years ago 
went down to Redruth in Cornwall. We go a 
long way beyond West Yorkshire." 
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as is our well-supported website. Out and About Live 



Which Motorhome's classified pages are still a good place to sell... 



like the idea of opening their home up to 
strangers in this way. 

Buyers may have reservations, too. John says, 
“Some people also don’t like private sales because if 
the ’van is good they feel they have to take it. With 
a dealer all they have to upset is the salesman.” 

Others are worried that someone doing a private 
sale may be trying to scam them. For that reason, 
you have to make sure that any material you 
produce that is linked with the sale looks as 
professional as possible. “You don’t want to have a 
picture of someone sitting outside the ’van with a 
fag and a dog,” says John. “And don’t leave postcards 
of all the places you have visited in the ’van. Other 
people may not be interested in that.” 

KEY DETAILS 

Whether you go for a dealer sale or sell privately, 
there are key things you need to be able to 
provide to any interested buyer or dealer. The 
first is a full habitation service record. If that 
sounds like shutting the stable door after the 
horse has bolted, because you haven’t kept your 



habitation services up-to-date, you are not alone. 
Many dealers say customers are very good at 
paying attention to this while the motorhome is 
still under warranty, but as soon as they have to 
pay for servicing they tend to let it go. 

In such a case, a quick check around the vehicle 
with a damp meter would be an excellent idea. “It 
only costs £45 to have a damp check, which is not a 
significant amount of money, whereas a damp 
problem can make a difference of £2,000 to £4,000 
to the sale price, and one customer lost as much as 
£7,000,” says Becks Motorhomes’ Director, John 
Maitland. Many dealers won’t even consider a 
vehicle if there is evidence of damp. 

You also need to have a good knowledge of the 
motorhome itself. “Too many people ring up and 
say, T’ve got a Peugeot from 1997,’” says Rob. And, 
of course, you have to have HPI documents, so the 
dealer can ensure the ’van is actually yours. 

You almost certainly won’t have to physically 
take the vehicle to the dealer for them to make an 
offer. All of those we spoke to are happy to take 
information via email or over the phone - 



although some good pictures would come in 
handy. “We are just like a customer - we tend to 
look at images,” says Rob. 

The age of the ’van will not necessarily be a 
prohibiting factor, although the overall mileage 
may be. “If it’s three years old and has 200,000 miles 
on the clock we’re not going to have much of a 
chance with that,” says Elite Motorhomes’ Managing 
Director, Chris Maynard. Do bear in mind, however, 
that a dealer may still be interested in an older 
vehicle if they think they can sell it on. 

While the dealers we spoke to tend to steer clear 
of American RVs, many are happy to take on 
continental models and left-hand drive motorhomes 
- although the ones that do sell LHD models tend 
to be more in the southern half of the country, 
where potential buyers are more likely to be 
hopping across the Channel a lot. 

GETTING TO THE SALE 

You should not, however, expect that a dealer will 
automatically make you an offer. One dealer we 
spoke to admitted that they usually accept one of 
every two offers made - for others, the ratio is much 
smaller than that, sometimes as little as one in 20. 

There is a wide variety in whether the dealer will 
expect you to deliver the ’van that they have agreed 
to buy, or if they will pick it up themselves. Rob, 
whose Motorhome Dealer Group businesses always 
pick up vehicles, says you should be wary of dealers 
who want you to drive a long distance to deliver, as 
they may drop the price once you arrive. A dealer 
will probably expect you to deliver the motorhome, 
however, if it is part of a part-exchange deal. 

If the sale goes through, the usual form of 
payment will be via a banker’s draft - although you 
need to check these thoroughly, as there have been 
cases where they have been forged. A better option 
might be an electronic transfer, with you checking 
your bank to make sure the funds have been 
transferred before your buyer leaves with the ’van, 
or before you leave the dealership. That way, 
everybody leaves happy. 




Age is not always a barrier to selling your 'van but an oddball vehicle might struggle to find a home 
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Kent Motorhome 
Centre 

This 15-year-old dealership 
sells only used motorhomes. 
It does not offer 
brokerage, although 
Director, John Doman, 
says it does offer part-exchange clearance, 
"where we just do basic gas tests to make 
sure the Vans are safe and then sell them on". 

"It's good for people who are scared of a 
private sale," he says. He adds, "Whether we 
collect depends on where the vehicle is and 
its state. We do continental Vans and left- 
hand drive but we don't do a lot of them. Age 
is not really an issue. We can get someone 
with a 25-year-old vehicle that is really lovely 
and would be still the same value as a much 
younger one. Not everybody has over £20,000 
on them to buy a motorhome." 



Motorhome 
Dealer Group 

Motorhome Dealer 
Group is the name 
behind Countrywide 
Motorhomes, Three 
Counties Motorhomes 
and the VW Kamper Centre. It also runs the 
Motorhome Sellers' Advice Line, an advice 
service which Director and Co-founder, Rob 
Kirk, insists is not linked directly to sales. 

"We will probably sell two out of 10 
contacts we make on the advice line," 
he says. "With Countrywide it may be four 
out of 10, but we get fewer calls on there." 

All companies in the group aim to have 
completed checks on an offered vehicle within 
48 hours, and always collect them. They will 
pay a deposit to secure an interested seller, 
although this is not retained if the 'van turns 
out to be worth less than what was promised. 

Rob says he is interested in any 
coachbuilt made after 2000, while, on the 
Volkswagen campervan side, he looks at 
everything back to T4s from the early 1990s. 
"With Auto-Sleepers we have taken in 
monocoque 'vans," he adds. 

"We have no interest ourselves in 
American motorhomes, but through the 
advice line I have just been contacted 
about a 1992 Holdsworth Valentine [a small 
coachbuilt on a VW]. I wouldn't buy it, but 
I put them in touch with one or two people 
who might." 






Martins of Exeter 

Used dealership, Martins, can trace its history 
back 80 years, although current owner, Nick 
Saunders, bought the business from the 
original Martin family 15 years ago. 

Strictly cash buyers, with no brokerage 
offered, the dealership will take "almost any 
model" except ex-hire vehicles, according to 
Sales Manager, Kevin Watson. 

He says, "We do take continental models. 

A £100,000 left-hand drive model would be 
harder to shift so we probably wouldn't take 
that, but a bread and butter £30,000 version 
would be all right." 

The company sells around 500 motorhomes 
a year and has seen a buoyant year. Nick says 
in the month of October it had made 44 offers, 
15 of which had been completed, with five still 
ongoing. "So that is about 46% - roughly every 
other enquiry we have," he says. 

Wellsbridge Motorhomes 

Wellsbridge is based in Cambridgeshire, 
but Director, Harry Hyndman, says it gets 
enquiries from all over the country, with 
70% coming through the web. 

"The pension lump sum has been a good 
thing. We are up 15-20% month-on-month this 
year. We expect to shift over 500 units," he 
says. He reckons he buys one in every five 




'vans offered. The company does offer 
some sale and return, but it is diminishing. 

"I don't usually go on age, I am more 
interested in mileage and condition. I find 
often that you can see a 'van being sold 
at £15,000 that is just as good as one being 
offered at £40,000. You get more buyers in 
the £15,000 to £20,000 market," he adds. 

Springfield Motorhomes 

This Bridlington-based outfit started out 
as a Toyota dealership more than 25 years 
ago, but moved in 2004 to start selling 
motorhomes that it had originally taken 
in part-exchange for cars. 

Director, Martin Cockcroft, says the focus 
is very much on Auto-Trail, Auto-Sleepers 
and Autocruise 'vans, although they do look 
at other British models. He says, "We usually 
don't look at anything that has over 60,000 
miles on the clock. And we wouldn't go for 
anything before 2002, because that was 
when Fiat changed the shape of the cab and 
it becomes more difficult to sell before then. 
But we don't just do Fiat base vehicles - we 
also do VW, Peugeot and Mercedes. We are 
less interested in continental models, and 
we wouldn't touch left-hand drive because 
it is so hard to sell." 

He says being in the middle of the country 
has paid dividends in terms of deliveries. "If 
you are far away we would be unlikely to go 
for a 'van that is over 15 years old, but I did go 
all the way to Dundee to pick up a 15-plate 
with only 300 miles on the clock," he says. 

He finds that, generally speaking, people 
can't describe their vehicles well. Despite 
this, some 95% of the 'vans he makes an offer 
on he has never physically seen beforehand. 
"We do go on a lot of trust, but we probably 
only buy two out of every 10 'vans offered." 
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Please send £1.00 coin for a comprehensive brochure 



HOBS & SINK UNITS 
OVENS 

REFRIGERATORS 

ROOF VENTS 

FURNITURE FIHINGS 

TOUGHENED GLASS WINDOWS 

ACRYLIC DOUBLE GLAZED WINDOWS 

CURTAIN RAIL 

ROLLER BLINDS &FLYNETS 

SEATS/SEAT SETS 

SWIVEL BASES 

WATER TANKS 

WATER HEATERS 



TAPS, FILTERS, PIPES & FIHINGS 
WATER PUMPS 

MAINS HOOK UP & EQUIPMENT 
MAINS/1 2V CHARGING/DISTRIBUTION UNITS 
12V LIGHTS, SOCKETS & EQUIPMENT 
BAHERY MONITORS & WATER GAUGES 
HEATERS, BLOWN AIR, CATALYTIC 
GAS PIPE, REGULATORS, FIHINGS 
BIKE RACKS, TOP BOXES, WHEEL CARRIERS 
AWNINGS, ROLLOUT & FREE STANDING 
ROOF RAILS & LADDERS 
TOILETS, SHOWER TRAYS, VANITY UNITS 
LINING CARPET, GLUES 



Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Deita, American Express, Transax. 

AH prices inciude VAT. 

AUTOGRAFT MOTOR CARAVAN CENTRE, FAN ROAD, STAVELEY, CHESTERFIELD S43 3PT 

AuIOCRAFI 471199 Fax: (01 246) 477086 

MOTOR CARAVAN CENTRE Wcb: www.autocraftmotorcaravans.com 
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Get the best of 

straight to your inbox! 
FREE e-newsletter 

All the 

, special 

8i much more! 



SIGN UP TODAY AT... 
www.outandaboutli ve.co. u k 




A practical everyday campervan, fully 
equipped for miles with smiles. 

NEW FROM 



Huge storage, rear kitchen and toilet 
options for hassle free holidays. 

NEW FROM 



NEW FROM 



ON THE ROAD 



ON THE ROAD 



lOMAD 

AMPERVANS 



YOUR NOMAD CAMPER, BUILT YOUR WAY. 



CONVERSION EXPERTS 



mbtorhome 



CAMPER 



CAMPER + 



NOMAD RANGER 






"Superbly built camper conversion 
with long-term durability in mind. " 



T: 01403 264598 



f Pupgrade to an affordable high spec 
< I camper for superior comfort and style. 






ViSTi] 



Opening Hours: Mon-Friday9am-4pm. Sat9am-1pm, by Appointment I Unit D, 78 Billingshurst Road, Broadbridge Heath, Horsham, RH12 3LP 



www.nomadcampervans.com 

















From the forecourts 



Elite Motorhomes 



Family-run and friendly, this North Oxfordshire 
a strong following over two decades 

Y ou’ve got a lot to live up to if you call yourself Elite Motorhomes, but 
there’s no shortage of ambition here, unless you count the limitation 
of the boundaries of the premises here on the outskirts of Middleton 
Cheney, Oxfordshire. 

It’s a second-generation family business (although some readers may 
remember the location as originally being the second home of Chelston 
Motorhomes). It’s all in the hands of the Maynard family now, and Director, 




dealership has built up 



Chris (shown here), points out, “We’re not massive, 
but then again our after-sales is really good. We’d like 
to expand, but there’s not the space here (new homes 
are being built adjacent). We’re family-owned and run 
and we look after people.” 

Elite is one of a growing army of dealers that have signed up to the Approved 
Dealer scheme operated by trade body, the National Caravan Council. The next 
step will be to get Approved Workshop Scheme rating for its on-site workshops. 
It expects to gain this within the year. 

Also here is a small accessories shop and customer seating area. There’s quite 
a clutch of new franchises, too. Indeed, from the three vehicles featured from the 
pre-owned stock. Elite was once an agent for both Devon and Hobby. 

It’s also one of just a small number of dealers offering a three-year 
warranty on its used vehicles that it’s happy to underwrite itself 
than passing responsibility to an insurance company), 
ed two years ago, Chris explains, “It’s a rolling warranty in 
it relies on the customer coming back within the year for 
mechanical and habitation services.” 

NEW FRANCHISES Auto-Trail, Bailey, Carthago, Chausson, 
Malibu, Tribute 
WEB elitemotorhomes.co.uk 



2015 HOBBY PREMIUM VAN 60 GF 



£47,995 



BASE VEHICLE Renault Master ENGINE 2.3-litre, 150bhp, Euro V MILEAGE 2,290 BERTHS 3 
TRAVEL SEATS 4 WARRANTY 3 years DIMENSIONS 6 85m L, 2 1 4m W, 2 66m H 



It really is hard to believe the previous - and only 
- owner ever used this. But there’s a cautionary 
tale here, because - according to Elite - he soon 
decided what he really needed was a bigger vehicle, 
trading the Hobby in for an Auto-Trail Chieftain. 

In as-new condition throughout, this really is 
hard to see as anything other than brand-new - 
despite its 2,000-plus miles and ‘15’ registration 
plate. The only other consideration is that Hobby 
no longer builds on the Renault Master base, as 
here in 2.3-Iitre guise with ISObhp upgrade and 
robotised automatic transmission. 




Think again, also, if you consider a transverse 
rear bed floorplan a step too far (literally, for 
some). Here, there’s still decent garage space 
below (accessed via exterior hatches to both 
sides) and yet the bed itself isn’t set so high as to 
be restrictive, and actually allows relatively easy 
access via two fixed steps offset to the side. 

Mid- ’van, the kitchen is well equipped, 
including a Dometic slim-tower fridge with 
removable freezer box, and the washroom is 
roomier than you might first think. 

Overall build quality is absolutely rock solid - 
as well as rather stylish - just look at the 
bodywork’s radiused edges, for example. There 
are a few trim details that are a bit flimsy, though 

- the plastic shelving, for example. The drinks 
locker - complete with sets of six wine glasses 

— ^ and tumblers - is arguably more in 

keeping with the overall opulence. 
^ Otherwise, the badging at the 

back First Class Mobil’ says it 
all and certainly doesn’t need any 
translating. Just budget for a 
reversing system - this ’van needs it. 




KEY SELLING POINTS 



• One previous owner 

• Stunning coachbuilt bodywork 



» 
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From the forecourts 



2008 DEVON SONRISE 



£ 20,995 



BASE VEHICLE Toyota Hiace ENGINE 2 5 litre, 94bhp, Euro IV MILEAGE 21,690 BERTHS 2 TRAVEL SEATS 4 
WARRANTY Three years DIMENSIONS 4.80m L, 1 .80m W, 2.01 m H 



If you prefer the simple things in your 
motorhoming life and want the kind of vehicle 
that really can be used as a daily driver, as well as 
having the beating of nearly every car park height 
barrier, a campervan like this is surely for you. 



Its other key selling point will be that plumbed- 
in Thetford cassette toilet. It’s tucked away in the 




There are few qualms about the exterior of this 
seven-year-old vehicle. That silver metallic 
paintwork with full colour coding, is still 
immaculate, while the D-4D engine will last a 
lifetime, and should be capable of topping 30mpg. 
It only has 94bhp, though. 

Fitted to this Hiace are cab air-conditioning, 
reversing sensors and a passenger airbag, as well 
as electric windows and mirrors and a Toyota- 
branded stereo radio/CD player. 

With the demise of the Hiace, more recent 
Sunrises have used a Renault Trafic base, but the 
floorplan remains the same - four separate seats 
up front that convert (with a bit of learning) to 
single beds, full walk-though to a kitchen 
(nearside), storage (over and under the 
compressor fridge) and that toilet on the offside. 

Devon’s side-hinged elevating roof is easy 
enough to push up and pull down. It includes a 
hinged flap that combines with two sliding panels 
to give privacy at the rear of the ’van. 




KEY SELLING POINTS 



• Immaculate bodywork and Toyota longevity 

• Toilet facility 



2007 KNAOS SON Tl 850 MF 



£ 32,995 




BASE VEHICLE Renault Master ENGINE 2.5-litre, 1 SObhp, Euro IV MILEAGE 25,21 0 BERTHS 3 



TRAVEL SEATS 4 WARRANTY Three years DIMENSIONS 6 86m L, 2 30m W, 2 65m H 



Pure coincidence, but here’s another Renault- 
based low-profile coachbuilt, although the 
similarities really do end there. Like the Hobby on 
the previous page, Knaus builds its latest 
motorhomes on Fiat chassis only. 

This Sun TI is on the previous-generation 
Master, with the 2. 5 -litre engine and manual six- 
speed gearbox. The coachbuilt bodywork - in a 
two-tone white and pale blue - is distinctly 
upmarket, plus it boasts alloy wheels. Better still, 
it’s in truly excellent condition. 



Inside, although the lounge and kitchen 
arrangements are broadly similar to the Hobby’s, 
at the back it’s a French bed with washroom 
adjacent. There are plenty of interior 
curves to add to the style, too - and 
practicality is top notch. The lounge, for 
example, is characterised by its inward- 
facing settee with pull-out false floor. 

The L-shaped kitchen has three gas rings set 
far enough back to optimise worktop space, and a 
carousel adds to the storage. The Smev oven/grill 



is a sop to us Brits, but there’s no arguing with the 
benefits of the Dometic fridge/ freezer - all 143 
litres of it, with automatic energy selection. 

A curved frontage to the wardrobe and 
washroom also allows easy access to the bed. 
There are two mattresses on a slatted base with 
hinged section which opens to the storage below. 
There’s also access via a single door outside. 

It’s had two owners, who’ve added the awning 
and bike rack to what was already a very generous 
specification that goes all the way up to a 
somewhat over-engineered bracket for the 
flatscreen TV. 




KEY SELLING POINTS 



• German quality build 

• Renault base will be a winner for many 
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THENEWLEISURE-TREKA EB 

BRAND NEW CHASSIS I EXTRA LONG WHEEL BASE 1 3500KG 



The Leisure-Treka EB offers a spacious L shaped front lounge which converts into a double bed, a well equipped kitchen and a light and 
airy rear bathroom. The one piece rear panel blends effortlessly with the original vehicle, including boot access offering additional 
storage. The C/ass/c specification provides all your needs at outstanding value for money with a wide range of optional extras available, 
the Elite specification has an extremely high level of standard features giving you an elegant luxury motorhome. 

Upgrade your chassis to 3850KG to increase your carrying capacity. 



Two additional passenger seats available 
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or 13 issues for £45.99 by cheque or credit card 




Great reasons to subscribe today: 

# SAVE up to £10.61 

# EXCLUSIVE subscriber-only offers and discounts 

# FREE delivery direct to your door 

• Receive your copy BEFORE the shops 

• FREE Best Motorhome Sites guide every year worth £7.95 
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From the forecourts 







Looking for a well-established dealership where they really know their 
secondhand stuff? Start with Southern. . . 



T he name might suggest something on a grand scale, but Southern 
Motorhome Centre is more compact than that, operating out of the same 
premises it’s occupied since it started. And that’s the secret of its success. 
Set up by Mike Graves and Sam Lewis back in 1999, they’ve been at the helm 
here ever since. Mike has worked in motorhome retailing for all of his adult life 
- or, as he puts it, longer than he can remember! His father, for instance, was on 
the board of directors at the original Autohomes, when it was making 
motorhomes in Poole, Dorset and was the UK’s market leader. 

It was as recently as last season that Southern made the decision to go back 
into sales of new motorhomes, taking on the Adria brand. Previously, it had held 
the franchise for Mobilvetta Design (now part of Trigano but not 
currently sold in the UK), as well as selling Sunseeker special 
editions from Elddis. But carefully selected pre-owned stock has 
always been its bread and butter. 

Also at Southern’s premises are full workshops and 
servicing back-up, using a team of highly-qualified 
technicians. Motorhome storage is among its 
services - providing a secure base next to its retail 
operation (with a train station handily nearby). 



More recently, it has moved back to providing its own warranty system rather 
than one that’s underwritten by an insurance company. As Mike (pictured here) 
puts it, “At the end of the day, it’s all about service.” 

There are certainly plenty of happy customer testimonials to prove that 
particular point - some of which you’ll see on the company’s recently revamped 
website. Others line the walls of the customer toilets! 

NEW FRANCHISES Adria 
WEB southernmotorhomes.co.uk 



Southern Motorhome Centre 



2006 CHAUSSON WaCOME 05 £24,995 



BASE VEHICLE Fiat Ducato ENGINE 2 8 litre, 127bhp, Euro III MILEAGE 23,574 BERTHS 4 TRAVEL SEATS 4 
WARRANTY 3 months DIMENSIONS 6.70m L, 2.30m W, 2.70m H 



This ’van dates from a time when Chausson was 
working particularly hard trying to establish 
itself in the UK. Indeed, it has now well and truly 
succeeded, reckoned by most observers to be the 
current top-selling imported marque. At least 
part of that success has been built on a reputation 
for value-for-money. 

Based on the previous-generation Fiat Ducato, 
the run-out models at around this time often 
came with the much-liked 2.8JTD engine, as 



fitted here (the first common- rail unit, designed 
for improved efficiency). Among the extra fittings 
are an alarm, bike rack, and cab air- 
conditioning and cruise control. 

The interior is a typical French bed 
arrangement, with the washroom tucked in 
adjacent and a continental-syle lounge. The 
blue upholstery tends to look a little too cool in 
the winter, but it’s part of an interior that’s all in 
excellent order. 



The amidships kitchen is well specified, with a 
big fridge/freezer and a grill/oven (set too high, as 
is so often the case) opposite the main L-shaped 
unit. This has a three-ring hob, circular sink and 
generous worktop, as well as good locker space. 

Truma’s Combi boiler is housed in the rear bed 
base, but there’s still plenty of space for the wheel 
clamps and awning sides left by the last owner. 

This Chausson may date from just before the 
days when a sunroof over the cab was considered 
essential (that was pioneered by the Knaus on 
page 76), but the only other thing that really dates 
it is the cab itself. 



KEY SELLING POINTS 



• Highly regarded 2.8JTD engine 

• One of the most popular fixed bed layouts 



WATCH OUT FOR That upholstery is just showing early signs of fading 
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From the forecourts 



2001 AOTO-SLEEPER SYMBOL 



£17,495 





BASE VEHICLE Peugeot Boxer ENGINE 2 litre petrol, 1 10bhp, Euro III MILEAGE 13,460 BERTHS 2 TRAVEL SEATS 3 
WARRANTY Three months DIMENSIONS 5.18m L, 2.18m W, 2.87m H 



This is a slice of Auto-Sleeper heritage - and 
indeed a model that’s still up there among its 
current best sellers. Proof, if such was needed, 
that Auto-Sleepers really do stay the course. 

The format has stayed constant, with a 
floorplan that gives you a single forward-facing 
rear travel seat with a settee opposite, kitchen 
along the rear offside and washroom rear nearside 
with a door that opens out to close off the whole 



of the back as a dressing area. It’s really a two- 
berth - that third travel seat is token and arguably 
only suited to shorter journeys - with each 
swivelled cab seat helping to make up single beds 
(or a double, by sliding out the settee base). 

It’s from the company’s ‘green period’ - hence 
the interior colour scheme. But do check the 
quality of that upholstery, as well as the fixed 
carpet. It’s all immaculate. Sure enough, too, the 



solid wood furniture framing is in great nick, 
apart from needing a polish. 

Outside, only the very trained eye would spot 
the new coach-striping along the sides (or indeed 
know that the original broad stripe was painted by 
Auto-Sleepers, when others simply used transfers). 

It’s certainly held its price well. Brand-new, 
back then, the starting price was £27k. This one 
will sell quickly, no doubt about it. But it’s not the 
first time an older-but-immaculate Auto-Sleeper 
has fetched up on the forecourt at Southern. 



KEY SELLING POINTS 



• Original condition throughout 

• One owner 



2006 RAPIDO OOOF 



£32,995 



BASE VEHICLE Fiat Ducato Al-Ko ENGINE 2.8-litre, 127bhp, Euro III MILEAGE 22,830 BERTHS 4 
TRAVEL SEATS 2 WARRANTY Three months DIMENSIONS 6 79m L, 2 31m W, 2 84m H 



A whole £8,000 more than the same-age Chausson 
here, but it can fully justify its premium, despite 
the two sharing a similar end-bedroom floorplan. 

When new, this A-class would have been some 
£48,000, compared to the Chausson’s £33,500. 
Apart from the usual A-class qualities of more 
room, better visibility and all-round insulation, 
not to mention the comfort of that drop-down cab 
bed, it’s based on a 3,850kg Al-Ko chassis which 
will give it superior ride/handling. But do check 
your licence allows you to pilot such a beast. 




Consider, also, aspects such as the AES 
(Automatic Energy Selection) fridge/freezer, the 
added Van Bitz Strikeback alarm, plus the 
satellite TV dome, solar panel, twin Banner 
leisure batteries, and more - right through to 
details such as the switchover to more efficient 
LED interior lighting (one of the bedroom lights 
is still tungsten-bulbed). Another anomaly is the 
rear speakers for the stereo - one of which is in 
the bedroom, the other in the lounge. 

Rapido is another imported brand that’s 
worked hard to establish itself in our country - 
deservedly earning a reputation for blending 
quality of construction with competitive pricing, 
as well as adding a touch of Erench chic. 

The washroom has a separate shower, while the 
kitchen comes with a conveniently located grill/ 
oven - Rapido being one of the first imports to 
recognise our need for such items. 

In the lounge, the twin settees make for 
a very open-plan area, while the fixed 
table has Rapido’s trademark hinged top, 
which makes access from seating to the 
rest of the living quarters all the easier. 




KEY SELLING POINTS 



• Durable A-class qualities 

• Two proper double beds 
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In the Top 3 Rapido Export 
Dealers for 2 years running 

Largest selection of Rapido's in the South 




Chausson's Original Dealer in the UK 

Largest choice of Chausson's in the South 
Ford or Fiat cab, you decide? 





Hymer - German engineering at its best 

One of the biggest selections of A-class and 
Low Profile Hymer's in the Country 




All Swift Group brands now available 
Large selection now in stock 

Autocruise, Bessacarr, Escape & Swift 



we want your... 

motorhome 

call: 01 278 764807 



Huge choice of motorhomes* 



175 



new 



83 



used 



Online Shop 

FREE delivery on orders 
over £100 



® 01278 764807 ® info@highbridgecaravans.co.uk WWW.highbridgecaravans.CO.uk 

Every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information on this advert, however it is intended as a general guide only and must not be taken as binding. Highbridge Caravan Centre Ltd reserve 

the right to alter specifications and prices detailed on this advert at anytime without prior notice. 



Highbridge Caravan Centre Ltd, A38 Bristol Rd, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EX 














Buying advice 




M anual or automatic? Surprisingly, it’s 
not as straightforward a choice as you 
might think. Whereas most new cars 
can offer automatic transmission as, generally, a 
low-cost option, in the world of motorhomes it’s 
not quite so simple. 

Of course, most motorhomes are built on 
commercial vehicle chassis - and, in the world of 
vans, automatics aren’t much in demand - so, more 
often than not, there’s a higher price to pay for 
moving away from manual. 

True, the most popular motorhome base. Fiat’s 
Ducato, does offer an automatic version of its six- 
speed transmission - typically charging £1,250 to 
£1,690 for the Comfort-Matic option (which also 
takes some 22kg off your starting payload). 

Essentially, there are two types of automatic 
transmission available: those, like Fiat’s, that 
actually offer a robotised version of the standard, 
manual gearbox, but without a clutch pedal; and a 
conventional automatic that employs a computer 



to change gear and a torque converter to do the job 
of the clutch. 

One of the big differences here is that you 
could find robotised gearchanging still really 
needs a bit of getting used to. 

FROM THE BASE UP 

Surprisingly, only some - not all - of the more 
popular base vehicles offer an automatic 
transmission option. Here’s the latest: 




• FIAT The best-selling base, currently accounting 
for at least three-quarters of all new motorhomes 
sold in Europe. Its optional Comfort-Matic is a 
robotised version of the six-speed manual. You 
can drive it like a normal automatic, but it takes a 
bit of getting used to and it’s never going to be as 
smooth as Mercedes’ torque convertor ’box. It is, 
however, available with all three of the Ducato’s 
engines - 2.3-litre 130 or 148bhp or 3-litre 177bhp 
outputs, catering for all sizes of motorhome. 
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Automatics 




• FORD Everything else is so car-like about the 
latest Transit - and yet automatic transmission is 
still some time off for UK buyers. Neither the 
Transit, nor the smaller Transit Custom, offers 
two-pedal motoring currently. Later next year is a 
possibility, it seems. 

• IVECO Ivecos latest eight-speed automatic is a 
model of slickness for the Daily base, as used on a 
number of premium motorhomes. The previous 
Agile robotised unit was nothing like as good. . . 

• MERCEDES Merceds-Benz now offers the 7G 
seven-speed automatic for its Sprinter, and its a 
world away from the robotised Sprintshift unit 
of a decade ago in terms of smoothness. In fact, 
its a whole world away from Fiat’s Comfort- 
Matic, too, and a good reason on its own to buy 
a Sprinter-based motorhome. 

The little VW-sized Vito is also now available 
with a seven-speed auto’ option, with Auto- 
Sleepers and Wellhouse Leisure among the 
forerunners here. While the old Vito was an 




also-ran, way behind the VW T5 for car-like 
character, the new one is worth a look. 
PEUGEDT/CITRDEN Although built in the same 
Sevel factory in Italy as their Fiat Ducato cousin, 
most Boxers and Relays have a different engine 
(a 2.2 rather than a 2.3) and there’s no auto’ 
option, although manufacturers favouring the 
Peugeot/Citroen base sometimes offer to switch 
to Fiat if you really want the automatic. Auto- 
Sleepers now goes down this route for all of its 
Peugeot models. 

RENAULT The Renault Master (as used by 
Adria, Devon and Rimor) offers the 
Quickshift 6 robotised manual 
gearbox, but if you’re a campervan 
buyer, the smaller Trafic has yet to 
get an auto’ option. The last- 
generation Trafic did also come 
with a Quickshift 6 option, so you 
may find these on the used market, 
but it can’t match VW’s DSG for smoothness, 



»VDLKSWAGEN It’s the T6 that’s the latest- 
generation VW Transporter, but the automatic 
option remains as per the T5 - a seven-speed 
DSG on the two most powerful units only. These 
2-litre TDI Euro VI engines come with 148 or 
201bhp outputs. 



Want the 
best auto? You'd 
best get a Merc then 
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Which 



niotofhome Top Tips 

•Take a test drive. If you 
haven't driven your choice of 
motorhome base in automatic 
guise, do ensure that your 
dealer will give you a test drive. 

• Check delivery times. For many 
converters, despite offering 
automatic transmission, there 
may well be an extended 
delivery time to secure a base 
vehicle with the automatic 
option. This has particularly 
affected VWs at certain times. 

• Thinking of towing? For many, 
an automatic transmission 
takes the stress out of driving, 
especially if you're thinking of 
hooking up a car, trailer or 
even a caravan. 

• Peugeot's Boxer has never 
been available in automatic 
format. Flowever, Peugeot 
stalwarts like Auto-Sleepers 
now offer the chance for you 
to have an auto' by switching 
to a Fiat base. 

• If you do go for an auto, 
it's more than likely worth 
considering a more powerful 
engine option at the same time. 

• Buying used? The older you go, 
the less choice you'll find. The 
X2/50-type Fiat Ducato was 
previously only available in 
Comfort-Matic spec with the 
3-litre engine. And the older 
X2/44 generation Fiat only 
came as an auto' with left- 
hand drive. 

•Think German. Both Mercedes 
and VW have long offered 
automatic versions, so these 
base vehicles are worth looking 
at first if you want an older 
automatic motorhome. 

• Left-hand drive? If you're 
considering a motorhome for 
long-term continental touring, 
then remember that it may be 
worth buying an auto' rather 
than having to change gear 
with the 'wrong' hand. 



Hymer ML-I 580 

Our long-term test vehicle for most of last summer - and, boy, did we love that automatic gearbox! 

Faced with the choice of transmissions and engines from Mercedes, it was a no-brainer to go for the 3 -litre 190bhp 
V6 motor with seven-speed 7G-Tronic automatic transmission (well, wouldn’t you?). But that is a wallet-walloping 

£9,000 extra to add to a price that starts at £68,110 (and, indeed, is 
still crying out for a visit to the rest of the options list). The 
automatic also robs you of 48kg of payload. 

Still, you pays your money... and this certainly got rave 
reviews from all who used it this summer. The Editor still 
wants it back after enjoying a two-week, 1,800-mile trip to 
Denmark and loving every mile. Nothing else would have 
been as effortless on the autobahn. 

ROAD TEST DATES July to December 2015 



Concorde Cruiser 890RRL 

Latest addition to Concorde’s Cruiser range of seriously 
upmarket motorhomes is the 890RRL (as unveiled in our 
November issue). When we say it has a U-shaped rear lounge, 
technically that’s correct - but it’s transverse. At present, it’s 
only available as an overcab coachbuilt model, but UK 
importer, Southdowns Motorhomes, is pushing hard behind 
the scenes for an A-class equivalent. 

Base vehicle is the Iveco Daily, with the hugely impressive 
new eight-speed auto’ option. It’s a ZF gearbox, as used in 
some upmarket cars, and delivers exceptionally smooth shifts. 
RDAD TEST DATE N/a 



8ilbo*s Celex 

We were first to test a camper based on the very latest T6 
Transporter from Volkswagen (see October issue), but 
bear in mind that initial T6 panel vans still have run-out 
versions of the 2-litre Euro V engines - as had this 
example, although it was married up to the impressive 
(£1,895 extra) seven-speed DSC automatic. 

Volkswagen has since confirmed the new Euro VI 
units (there will be a choice of four) will be available 
with the option to upgrade the more powerful versions 
(148bhp and 201bhp) to the seven-speed DSC 
automatic, for around £1,600. 

RDAD TEST DATE October 2015 



Auto-Sleeper Rourton 

Here’s a combination that will have a lot of appeal - a 
Mercedes cab with 163bhp engine and Auto-Sleepers’ 
classic end kitchen layout. It’s a pure two-berth, but 
one that offers lots of space, without being too huge 
on the road. Length is a modest 6.44m. And yet, 
inside, the twin side-facing settees/single beds are 
each 6ft 4in long. 

It’s no surprise to hear that almost all Auto-Sleepers’ 
Mercedes customers go for the automatic gearbox 
option. It’s included in the Premium Pack, which also 
adds alloy wheels, cab air-con, cruise control, an 
awning, reversing camera, solar panel and Winter Pack 
- for four grand. More surprising is that the Bourton 
also has a little brother, the 5.94m Stanton. 

RDAD TEST DATE May 2011 



» 
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enjoying 



choosing 



OWNING 



your campers 



1 2 mighty VWs for 
hobbies: golfing 0 



i ^UIIIIIU 

I horse riding 
Ford Connect is a 
' and a campervan 
Campers with 



Upgrading your 



suspension 

AUTUMM 2015 ISSIIF - 



MUCH MOBE INSIDE! © 






Buying advice 




Check out these if you're trying to hunt down an automatic on the pre-owned market. . . 




2015 Auto-Sleeper Wave 

The Mercedes Vito-based Wave is an attempt by Auto-Sleepers to straddle the market for a campervan- 
cum-day vehicle. This high-top version has better interior headroom and more storage than its 
elevating roof sister model and there’s no doubting the easier driving that the automatic option 
adds here. It’s completed some 2,500 miles. So, not only is it nicely run in, but a chunk of 
the initial depreciation has also already been knocked off - by about six grand. As the 
Vito has been comprehensively facelifted since, see if you can get a bit more off. . . 

DEALER marquisleisure.co.uk 




2006 Lunar Premier H592 



It may be a conventional enough French bed floorplan here, but the more 
' interesting aspect of this low-profile Lunar is its Renault Master base - it’s the 
I lower-powered 120bhp 2.5-litre engine but it was certainly one of the better 
automatic transmissions of its day. This example has only done some 22,700 
miles, too. It’s 6.34m long (more, if you include the added Fiamma bike rack), 
with other extras including an awning, reversing camera and TV aerial 
DEALER westcountrymotorhomes.co.uk 



2011 Bilbo’s Komba 

It could be a case of go, compare. At the time of writing. 
Bilbo’s had two pre-owned automatics on its books - a 
2007 Nexa on a long- wheelbase T5 with Tiptronic 
automatic transmission mated to the 2.5-Iitre 130bhp 
engine; and this Komba, also a long- wheelbase. But it’s the 
Komba that’s on the facelifted version of the T5, here with 
the 138bhp 2-Iitre engine and seven-speed DSG - a much 
better proposition all round, even if the vehicle is some 
£5,000 more (and assuming it’s a floorplan 
you’re happy with). If you want any 
more convincing, a couple of test 
drives are probably in order - 
and that’s not a particularly 
common opportunity 
DEALER bilbos .com 



2015 Benlmar 202 

There’s no denying the instant 
success that born-again 
Benimar has been since it 
returned to the UK 
market in an 
exclusive tie-up 
with Marquis Leisure 
(instantly giving it a network of 1 1 dealer 
outlets). This ex-demonstrator has notched up just over 
2,000 miles and the Fiat Ducato base has the standard 
130bhp engine with Comfort-Matic automatic option. 
This 6m coachbuilt also boasts plenty of living space, 
thanks to an electric drop-down bed over the lounge and 
a generous, L-shaped kitchen at the back. 

DEALER marquisleisure.co.uk 






2014 Swift Esprit 442 




It’s Fiat’s Comfort-Matic to the fore here, in a popular two-berth, twin settee/end 
washroom low-profile coachbuilt floorplan from Swift. Brand-new, that auto’ 
would have added some £1,695 to the price - and, while the Esprit range is 
now defunct, its nearest equivalent now would be the Bessacarr 442. 
Equipped with the auto’ option, that would comfortably top £50,000. So 
this Esprit, which has done less than 4,000 miles, is a bargain. 

DEALER westcountrymotorhomes.co.uk 




2005 Cl Cipro 55 

If you think a budget-priced, Mercedes Sprinter-based coachbuilt motorhome is a bit of an 
anomaly, have a closer look here. It’s a 23-footer on a 3,800kg chassis. It will be the 
relatively ponderous semi-automatic Sprintshift that accompanies the 2.7-litre diesel 
engine, so a test drive will be essential to confirm whether it’s going to suit you. 
DEALER jcleisure.co.uk 



WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY 

"Dealers now have more foresight 
and confidence to speculatively 
forward order automatics for 
stock, giving better consumer 
delivery times and thus increasing 
sales opportunity, as opposed to 
forward ordering once sold. Choice 
is limited for the consumer but, in 
my opinion and for what it is worth, 
VW and Mercedes are class 
leaders. Fiat's auto's perform 
much better with an engine 
upgrade to 150/180." 

Mike Crouch, CEO, The Auto-Sleeper 
Group (including Marquis Leisure) 

"Demand for automatics is about 
the same as the last few years. 
More people ask about auto' than 
buy an auto', probably because of 
the cost and the lower economy. 
Mercedes is the star performer. 

It's the best auto' gearbox - seven- 
speed and more refined." 

Peter Shau/, Sales Director, 

West Country Motorhomes 

"We definitely feel that this is 
a growing market. We shall be 
stocking the Tribute and Roller 
Team range with the Fiat Comfort- 
Matic gearbox, which we are 
expecting to be very popular." 
Eileen Waller, owner, JC Leisure 

"Our auto's are usually Merc or 
Fiat and the additional premium 
you pay for the Merc is reflected in 
the product you receive. We have 
taken in four auto's in the last six 
weeks and we have sold them all. 
This is an unusually high number 
in such a short period and three 
of the four were tag-axles!" 

Gar^ Morgan, Managing Director, 
Richard Baldwin Motorhomes 

"As the company that's led the 
way in terms of pre-owned base 
vehicles imported from Japan and 
given new conversions, some 99 
per cent of our vehicles in this 
sector are automatics. Indeed, 
for many people buying a Toyota 
Regius/Granvia/Alphard from us, 
it's their first taste of owning any 
automatic - and they do enjoy it." 
David Elliott, Managing Director, 
Wellhouse Leisure 
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M @TORLAND 

LEISURE VEHICLES 



15 BESSCARR E494 HI STYLE FIAT 2.3 JTD, 4 berth, low profile on alko chasis, 1 owner, 300 miles, island bed, front lounge 

with seat belts and swivel seats, sep. shower, sat nav, air con, cuise control, rev camera, as new. spoil yourself £47,500 

08 BURSTNER TRAVEL VAN 570G, 3 BERTH LOW PROFILE FIAT 2.3 (130BHP). 22,000 miles, 2 owners, compact garage model, 

rear seat belts, beautiful bathroom, swivel capt. seats, cab air con, awning, a supeit silver dream machine £30,000 

08 58 NU VENTURE SURF CITROEN BERLINGO 1.6HDI, 25,000 mis, 2 berth mini coachbuilt. 2 singles or double, cooker, sink, 3 
way fridge, flushing cass. toilet. A little beauty & 50mpg to boot £22,000 

06 COMPASS CASTAWAY. PEUGEOT 2.8HDi. 4 berth low profile on Alko chassis. 25,000mls. Rear French bed with front inward facing 
lounge. Swivel capt. seats, shower, toilet, blown air. cond throughout, alloy wheels, awning rev. sensors. Beautifully kept £26,500 

05 55 AVONDALE SEASCAPE 5 ELX. FIAT 2.3 JTD. 3 berth coachbuilt. Just 15,000 miles. Pass swivel, shower cass. toilet, rear 
L shaped lounge with 1 seat belts, blown air, fridge, oven, rev.camera. Rare opportunity £22,000 

03 IH FULMAR Fiat 2.8JTD, 2 berth, LWB, hi top, 57,000 mis. Just two lady owners. Beautifully built interior. 2 swivel Capt. 
seats, long singles or large double bed, end kitchen, shower, cass. toilet, blown air, removable carpets. One of a handful made. 

Finished in gorgeous grey metallic £20,000 

01 Y AUTOHOMES WAYFARER PEUGEOT 1.9 turbo diesel, 41,000 miles, 2 owners, pass, swivel, pullman dinette with seat 

belts, long sofa opposite, shower, cass toilet, end kitchen, heater, awning, bike rack, classic family layout £16,000 

01 Y SWIFT SUNDANCE 520 MARQUIS LIFESTYLE FIAT 1.9TDi 55,000 mis. Small 4 berth coachbuilt. Swivel pass seat, pullman 
dinette with 2 seat belts, side kitchen with oven, shower, cass toilet, heater. Just 17’3” long £15,000 

99 (PERSONAL REG. NO) NIESMANN + BISCHOFF ARTO 59S FIAT 2.8JTD 56,000 mis, 5 berth A Class. Large drop down bed, 
pullman dinette with seat belts, long sofa opposite, large bathroom, fully winterised double floor, removable carpets, pass 
swivel, beautiful beechwood furniture, ample exterior storage, legendary build quality £19,500 

96 (PERSONAL REG. NO.) AUTOSLEEPER TROOPER. VW 2.4 diesel 4 berth, solid sided, elevating roof, side kitchen, pass 
swivel, R & R bed with rear seat belts, blown air, colour coded white bumpers & mirrors, large alloy wheels, tinted glass, twin 
headlights, twin exhausts, most distinctive! £13,500 

94M AUTOSLEEPER CLUBMAN GL VW 2.4 TURBO DIESEL 67,000 mis. FSH, 2 berth GRP monocoque compact coachbuilt under 
17 long, 2 sofas, end kitchen, shower, blown air. Fiamma awning. A lovely example of the best selling motorhome ever from 
the Autosleeper stable £14,500 



91 AUTOSLEEPER HARMONY TALBOT 2.0 petrol, 4 berth, hi top, pass swivel, shower comp, cass toilet, 3 way fridge, blown air 
heating, 2 rear lap belts, 2 singles or double, part exchange cl^^rance £6,500 



TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
PROPER MOTORHOMES 



Chris Cole would to tfanf^ad fits ^ 
customers oht and new and indeed WiMtH 




2 MINS OFF Ml 
JUNCTION ON 
B4114. 

5 MINS m A 
MOTORHOME! 



MOTORLAND, COVENTRY RD. 
CROFT, LEICESTER LE9 3GP. 
TEL/FAX: 01455 286600 



readers’ enquiries for their continued support 
uear and nAsh them and 



everyone who /qtows him a very Merry 
Christmas, Qood dCecdth and 
every happiness in the coming year. 



OPEN 6 DAYS. 



Closed Sunday. 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 





The Bailey UK 

ffdJl N0 1 Dealer 

ChippingSodbury 

CARAVANS AND MOTORHOMES 

Why choose us for your New 
Bailey Motorhome 

Well, having been the Bailey No1 UK 
Dealer for nearly 30 years we feel we 
have acquired the knowledge and 
skills fo support your Motorhome 
journey from start to finish. 

Our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
will help you choose the Motorhome 
and accessories that are right for 
your needs, and when you come to collect your new vehicle 
they will give you a comprehensive working demonstration of 
all its equipment. As your journey continues our workshop and 
after sales team will be 
there for help and 
advice as well as 
servicing, repair and 
accident damage. 

Combine this with 
some of the Best Deals 
in the market today 
and we can’t see why 
you would go anywhere 
else. 






Chipping Sodbury Caravans Ltd, 
Badnninton Road, Chipping Sodbury, 
South Gloucestershire, BS37 6LH 






Sales and Service: 01454 318374 



^wvjMA^chippings^ 
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'“Quick and efficient service, good price and a low excess” 



CANIPTON INSURANCE BROKERS (UK) LTD 



WHATEVER shape or size your motorhonne... 
...we give you nnore insurance for less cost 




Our Special Insurance Policy includes all these features and a whole lot more: 

■ Ffersonat Service from an experienced Broker 

• 10% Club Discount 

■ Limited mileage policies available with Annual Foreign cover 

• £1500 Window cover subject to a £80 excess 

• Cover available for UK & imported motor caravans. Demountable and 5th Wheels (incl. pick-up) Self Build and American 

■ Optional UK & EU breakdown cover including Homestart 

• Personal effects cover £3000 (single article £300) 

■ High introductory NCB available 

• Awnings cover £1000 & more 



■as 



T 01883 742460 

www.campton.co.uk 

126 High Street Godstone Surrey RH9 BOX 



Call Campton today 
or visit our website for 
an instant quotation 




tothoHsed arxl regulated try the Finance Conduct Authortijr 







THE UK S MI?CE5rOUTDOOR MOTORHOME SHOW 




^NATIONAL 

MOTORHOMESHOW 



800 PLUS Wf IV 
A USfD MODELS 



OVER 250 

EXHIBITORS 



RALLY ON SITE 

FOR FOUR NIGHTS 



lOOOsOF 
ACaSSORiESSf 
NEW GADGETS 



PARK & HOLIDAY 
HOME DISPLAY 

ON-SfTE 



FOUR EIGHTS OF 

UVEEmERTAINMEMT 

iHBADimACJBmNcmLEn 



7**- APRIL 2016 



PETEBBOKHJSH 



SAVE £1 0 WHEN YOU BOOK IN ADVANCE 



FOUR NIGHTS CAMPING AND INCLUSIVE MUSIC FROM £43.00* 

*lNaUDBS£17.00DISCOUNT\FYOU SUBSCRIBE TO: IN A CLUB AREA AND BOOK [N ADVANCE 

CAN'T CAMP? COME FOR THE DAY W¥TlfWJVtfffSB^T^ffW ’ SATURDAY 9:30am-5:00pm 

ADULTS: £8.00 \ CHILDREN: FREE SUNDAY 9:30am-4:30pm 

'W 



HI 



-s<- 



nationalmotorhomeshow.co.uk 

^ INFORMATION HOTLINE 01778 391 123 „ 



»<- 



THE NATIONAL MOTORHOME SHOW - 15 ^^ 

1:Tell us your name, address and contact details (Tell us if youVe moved) 3 



i_ 7 -yTH ADD 1 1 please send completed form TO: Exhibitions (Peterborough), 

”// /liri/L WarnersGroupPublications,WestStreet, Bourne, Lines PEI 0 9PH. 

3: Choose Thursday or Friday arrival, any extra adults and entertainment tickets required 



..POSTCODE:.. 



TITLE FORENAME 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 

TOWN: 

COUNTY: 

EMAIL 

Stay up to date with all the latest show news. Sign up toc/ay at www.outandaboutlive.co.uk. 

CONTACT NUMBER (IncI area code) 

(for booking enquiries only) 

VEHICLETYPE: MOTORHOME □ CARAVAN Q TENT □ OTHER [ 

VEHICLE REGISTRATION: 

VEHICLE OCCUPANTS: ADULTS CHILDREN (up to 16yrs) 

RALLY AREA: GENERAL □ DISABLED □ CLUB □ 

DISABLED BADGE NO: 



CAMPING NON- BOOKED 

THURS-MON £60.00 

FRI - MON £57.00 

EXTRA ADULTS (2 adults included in pitch fee) 



BOOKED 

£50.00 

£47.00 

£15.00 



QUANTITY COST 

N/A £ 

N/A £ 

£ 



ENTERTAINMENT TICKETS (SATURDAY EVENING-.BRIAN CONLEY, HEATWAVE, CLEM CURTIS AND THE FOUNDATIONS) 

ADULTS £47:00 £15.00 £ 

CHILDREN (UPT0 16YRS) mSQ £7.50 £ 



UBSCRIBERSTOMMM/C 



SIGNED 




dateI 


1 


fwHICHI 


[sign UR FOR FAN^ 



I 1 1 enclose a cheque for £. 



We'd like to let you know about our latest offers. If you wish to receive direct mail from Warners Shows please tick here 



made payable to Warners Group Publications or CARD NO 



: □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 



ISSUE NO 



□ 



□ 



please debit my 

VISA / MASTERCARD / MAESTRO 



START DATE 



EXPIRY DATE 



SECURITY NO 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Tickets are non-refundable, non-exchangeable and cannot be re-issued. Subscriber discount must be claimed at time of booking. Camping vehicle passes will be mailed out periodically prior to the show (unless 
otherwise requested). Only official badge holders may camp in the disabled area. Private sales are prohibited on site. The Organisers reserve the right to alter the programme at short notice. For full terms and conditions visit: www. 
outandaboutlive.co.uk/shows/information/2016-camping-terms-and-conditions. A paper copy is available on request. All evening entertainment is included in your camping fee, except for our main Saturday headline entertainment, which can 

ha niirahncarl nf iha fima nf hnni/inri Tial/afc nra ciihiaaf in n\/nilnhilih/ 






Checklist 



Motorhomes for all the family 

Got kids? Then here are some 'vans you'll like, from van conversions to tag-axles... 

Adria Coral XL A 670 DK Auto-Trail Arapaho Bailey Autograph 765 




BASED ON Fiat Ducato 
BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 7/5 
DIMENSIONS 7.23m L, 2.30m W, 3.08m H 
MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg (4,300kg option) 
NOTES Adria returns to the overcab coachbuilt 
market with this posh bunk bed model, with plenty 
of space and optional Isofix child seat fastenings. 



Biirstner Argos A747-2 




BASED ON Fiat Ducato tag-axle 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 6/6 

DIMENSIONS 8.86m L, 2.30m W, 3.25m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 5,000kg 

NOTES A big front lounge with reclining sofa, a big 

overcab bed, a big rear garage, a big full-width 

washroom area. Everything here is BIG. 



Rimor Katamarano 8 




BASED ON Renault Master 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 7/7 

DIMENSIONS 7.48m L, 2.37m W, 3.06m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg 

NOTES Not the plushest model but unbeatable for 

value. Good-to-drive Renault cab completes a 

no-brainer alternative to buying used. 




BASED ON Fiat Ducato Al-Ko tag-axle 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 4 6/4 6 
DIMENSIONS 8.73m L, 2.35m W, 3.10m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 5,000kg 
NOTES Spending all your hols in the UK? Then 
maximum lounging space might be your top 
priority and few can beat this monster Frontier. 



Breamer Family Van Select 




BASED ON Fiat Ducato 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 6/5 

DIMENSIONS 5.99m L, 2.05m W, 2.80m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg 

NOTES A van conversion for six? Well, its better 

suited to a 2 - 1-2 family, but this is great value and 

even has a double floor and 160 -litre fridge! 



Reller Team Auta-Raller 767 




BASED ON Fiat Ducato 
BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 6/6 
DIMENSIONS 7.30m L, 2.31m W, 2.82m H 
MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg/3,650kg 
NOTES Unique double L-settee lounge makes great 
use of space, while beds include a front drop-down 
double and rear bunks. A really clever design. 




BASED ON Peugeot Boxer Al-Ko 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 6/6 

DIMENSIONS 7.45m L, 2.41m W, 2.79m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,850kg 

NOTES A drop-down bed over the pullman dinette 

makes this low-profile a true six-berth, and a 

roomy one, too. Storage is an issue for six, though. 



Elddis Autoquest 186 




BASED ON Peugeot Boxer 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 6/6 
DIMENSIONS 7.35m L, 2.20m W, 3.01m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg 
NOTES Another classic British design with two 
lounges, the Elddis appears as countless dealer 
specials, such as Brownhills’ Evolution shown here. 



WlldAx Solaris XL 




BASED ON Citroen Relay 

BERTHS/TRAVEL SEATS 4/4 

DIMENSIONS 6.36m L, 2.05m W, 2.65m H 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT 3,500kg 

NOTES WildAxs best camper yet makes great use 

of the extra-long Citroen panel van to create a true 

family motorhome that’s not the size of a bus. 
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Display Classifieds 



ACCESSORIES 



HYDRAULICS 





AS Air Suspension UK Ltd. 131 Chester Road, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA4 6ET 
info@as-suspension.co.ukwww.as-airsuspension.co.uk 
T 01925 740666 • M 07874 046643 



I British » Coil Spring 

Manufacturer Upgrade 



» Established 
Since 1995 

» Air Suspension 

» Side Steps 



» GVW Upgrade 
I Hydraulic Jacks 
» Online Shop 



To arrange a 
demo please call 
our sales office on 

01428 751 711 ' 

email: 

info@glide-rite.com 

Ask for a brochure i 

or download it at \ 

www.glide-rite.com 



Get your £10 reader discount... 



0800 14 88 411 landlines 



Alternatively, call 01422 396 754 
Please mention 'Which Motorhome 



www.caravanguard.co.uk/which 



Last year our ‘On the Level’ campaign brought 
a great deal of satisfaction and appointed trust 
from our customers. 2015 sees the expansion of 
our premises and business, the new look HPC 
hydraulic levelling system, the much awaited 
Caravan cross levelling system that promises not to break 
the bank not forgetting our entrusted AS Air Suspension systems 



mounHivbE 



Review Centre rating correct as of 17/08/2015. £10 reader discount is an introductory offer only and not 
available in conjunction with other offers. Minimum premiums apply. We reserve the right to withdraw 
offers at any time. Caravan Guard Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 



INSURANCE 



Ferry Good 
for Al-ko 



ft 



HPC 



ft YDMAULiC S 




46 % of claims are 
caused by windscreen . 

damage/teplacement 

(Source; Shield) 



Motorhome insurance from just 60p per day 



Q New for Old cover up to 36 
months from new. 

Q European cover up to 240 days. 



take cover. ..armadillos do 



Q Unlimited windscreen cover 
(subject to excess). 

Optional UK 8 European 
breakdown cover. 

Cover for self-build motorhomes. 



-\0°/o 

V OVSCOONT 















Quote & buy online www.shieldtotalinsurance.co.uk total insurance 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial ConductAuthority. *Subjectto minimum premium. 



RH>AIRS& SERVICING 



WANTED 



YCLIFFF 

www.wycliffe-peugeot.com 




Your Midlands motor home service provider 
including Peugeot warranty work & repairs. 

MOTs carried out on site including class 4 & 7 

Air conditioning servicing, Anti-Bacterial 
neutralising for your mobile home. 



Leicester Road, Rugby, 
Warwickshire CV21 1NZ 
PEUGEOT Tel: 01788 541140 peugeot 






I WANT YOUR MOTORCARAVAN! 



ASK FOR HARRY 
WHEN YOU PHONE 

01487-812901 / 01487-815511 

✓ Cash waiting ✓ Part Exchanges ✓ We can also 
sell your motorhome on commission basis. 

NO SALE - NO CHARGE 



WELLSBRIDGE SALES 

Ramsey Forty Foot Romsey Huntingdon, 
Combs. PE26 2XJ • Fox: 01487-812747 

www.wellsbridgemotorhomes.co.uk 




Harry Hyndman 

Sales Manager 








WANTED 



Display Classifieds 



ICASH WAITINGl 



WE WILL BUY YOUR 
MOTORHOME 

INSTANT DECISION 
WE COLLECT NATIONWIDE 
FINANCE SETTLED 
BEST PRICES 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

OR LET US SELL YOUR MOTORHOME 
WITH OUR NO HASSLE 
FREE BROKERAGE 



PLEASE CALL ANYTIME ON 
0115 851 0191 
OR 07785 527736 

www.omcmotorhomes.co.uk 

WANTED 




Huge choice 
of motorhomes* 

^figures correct 
13/11/15 



175 83 



new 



used 



HIGHBRIDGE 



www.highbridgecaravans.co.uk 

Highbridge Caravan Centre Ltd, A38 Bristol Rd, Highbridge, SonnersetTA9 4EX 




TO ADVERTISE 
HERE NEXT 
MONTH 

please call Sue 

01778 

391079 



WANTED 

mmnm 

We pay top prices, settling any outstanding 
finance & we coiiect nationwide. 



Alan Harry & Son 

TEL: 02920 793712 
MOB: 07831 310492 

aianharry@motorcaravanswanted.co.uk 

www.motorcaravanswanted.co.uk 



A Friendly service from a Family business 



WANTED 





DO NOT Sai VOIR 
MOTOICAIAVAN 
DNTILVOOHAVE 
lECEIVEOlUI 
.OFFER FROM 
MARTIIS 

ww. 



Visit our website. 



.martinsofexeter.co.uk 



MARTliVC 

mWaOF EXETER 



PHONE TODAY FOR A BETTER PRICE 

01392 446250 



SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER! 



12 ISSUES OF m%rhoinii 

FOR JUST £23.70 

3eWhicb, &WhiGh, &Which, 



NECSnO 



RillWpiWIOtWiniftCIIKrl 



FAB FOR 







j nuLi 



uw CM muvvr but m umuTiCALLV 



IN EVERY ISSUE OF WHICH MOTORHOME 



» More road tests and more buying information than any other motorhome magazine 
» Every test vehicle rated on our rigorous star scheme 
» Comparison tests put rivals head-to-head - up to 19 'vans in one go! 

» New and used motorhomes and campervans for every budget 



DON’T MISS OUT! SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

CALL 01778 392015 Quoting ref: WHI/JAN16 Offer is open to UK residents and closes on 31st January 2016. 





















Classified motorhomes for sale 



CALDER LEISURE 



European sized 5th wheels at prices no one can touch . uk agents for gulf 
stream, x-treme lite,ulltralite,motorsport toy haulers, and the luxurious kountrylite 
range.we hold the largest stocks of 5th wheels in the country (25) for immediate 
or early delivery, from 19ft single slide to 34 ft quad slides all7ft 6” wide fully 
converted to uk spec and ncci approved and all suitable for use by all uk & 
Japanese pick-up trucks . please call for info pack or visit our web site www. 

calderleisure.co.uk for a full 
stock list and down loadable 
brochures. Calder leisure est 
1980 Trade - West Lothian - 
01506 880411 (907470) 





AUTO-SLEEPERS TRIDENT LE 2.5 
TDI, 2003, 77000mls, £16500 

ONO NEW Elegance Green, MOT 
9/2016 FSH Just Serviced,Swivel 
Passenger Seat, 3 way fridge 2 
Burner gas hob/grill. Eberspacher 
Blown Air Diesel 
Heating, Undersealed, Silver 
screens and Awning VGC Private - 
Renfrewshire - 0150570 6778 
Evening (906391) 




ELDDIS ASPIRE 265, 2012, 
34000mls, £37995 ONO 4 Berth, 
very high spec, including Aide 
heating, LED lighting, full size 
fridge, microwave, hob/grill, two 
leisure batteries,solar panel, 
awning, towbar, reversing camera 
and park sensors, loads more, 
excellent condition. Private - 
Derbyshire - 07715477795 

07715477795 anytime (907531) 




SWIFT BOLERO 630EK, 2007, 
18150mls, £29500 Well looked- 
after low profile 2 berth. MOT to Oct 
2016. New Tyres April 2014, 
Towbar, Heos Cab Deadlocks, 
Reversing Camera, Remis Cab 
Blinds, Awning, Cab Air 
Conditioning, Regular Mechanical/ 
Habitation service. Non-smoking 
owners. Private - Surrey - 
07757827254 (906771) 




AUTO-SLEEPERS NEUVO ES, 
2003, 51 511 mis, £18995 ONO 

NEW Full service history. Oct 201 5 
Mechanical & Habitation service. 
MOT April 2016. T/Diesel 1997cc. 
Factory Sigma alarm- Thatcham 
cat. Motorhome starter kit incl. 
Shower, toilet, fridge, oven, grill, 
hob, heater. Private - Hampshire 
-07811 452939 (907596) 




FOREST RIVER LEXINGTON 255, 
2004, 47150mls, £24995 Ford 6.0 
T/D, Auto, Twin slideout. Reversing 
monitor. Generator, Roof/auto NC, 
Convection/Microwave, Tow bar. 
Large awning. Fridge/freezer, Built 
in TV, Solar Panel, Leather seating, 
Paul Dudley RV Trade - 
Oxfordshire - 07910 115831/ 
01993 200848 Any time (907381) 




SWIFT ESCAPE 686, 2013, 

14500mls, £29995 1 Owner with 
Full Service History, 130bhp, 6 
Berth, Cab Aircon, Reversing Cam, 
Bike Rack, TV/DVD Player, Rear 
Lounge, Up-To-Date Habitation 
Certification, Beautiful Interior. 
Private - Lanarkshire 
07745163832 01555752020 

Anytime! (907316) 



Motorhom 



FOR SALE 



w WW.0 ut a n d a boiiti i ve,ca.uk/m o t orhome sfo rsafe 



Over 2400 motorhomes 
on-line to choose from 





ADRIA MOTORHOMES VISION I 
677 SP, 2007, 14000mls, £29995 

This Fine Motorhome is in Fantastic 
Condition having only covered 
14,000 Miles. Very Sought after 
A-Class with French Bed Layout. 
Please Visit www.goodmayes 
motors.co.uk For More Info Private 
EssexOI 7088621 23 07860872768 
Working Hours (9061 68) 




AUTOCRUISE STAR STARGAZER, 
2006, 39086mls, £19000 ONO 

MOT May 2016. 2 berth converts 
into large double Stoves cooker. 
Microwave. Sway fridge. CUSTOM 
FITTED CRUISE CONTROL. Silver 
Screen Winter cover. Thetford toilet 
fold back shower cubicle. Private 
- Nottinghamshire - 01427239593 
07946703002 4.30/6.30pm 
(907612) 




AUTOHAUS ASHTON T5, 2013, 
12000mls, £32995 ONO High 
quality conversion, £5000 of extras 
fitted including full black leather 
interior, swivel dual passenger 
seat, upgraded Reimo roof bed, 
solar panel, reversing sensors, 
Fiamma bike rack, TV/DVD, awning 
rail. Private - Staffordshire - 
07983148926 (907621) 




AUTO-SLEEPERS DUETTO, 2002, 
47000mls, £15500 ONO NEW 1 

Owner, 2.4ltr Ford Transit, New 
MOT, 2 Berth, Shower, Toilet, 
Mains/1 2V, Gas Three way, fridge, 
full cooker, blow air heating. Large 
carry box, awning, TV Aeriel, 
Excellent Condition. Private - 
Surrey - 01342842678 after 
10am (907216) 




BAILEY MOTORHOMES 
APPROACH SE 740, 2012, 

7,900mls, £34850 1 owner. FSH. 
No pets/smokers. Immaculate 
condition. I sat automatic satellite 
dish.Tow bar. Fiamma f45 awning. 
Diamonde brite paint treatment. 
Wing mirror protectors. Status tv 
ariel. Cobra tracker. MoT June 16. 
Private - Derbys 07976738812 
01 283329326 Anytime (9061 66) 




Cl RIVIERA 181, 2006, OOOOOmIs, 
£7000 2000 2.8 turbo diesel fiat 
ducato Ci 6 berth Mot’d until end of 
January 2016 New clutch kit 
01142993024 Private 
01142993024 (906175) 




IH SAVANNAH TIO, 2006, 32000mls, 
£24500 Fiat Ducato 2.3 JTD MWB. 1 
owner. Tax/Mot March. FSH. awning, 
2Berth, rear lounge, leather trim. Shr. 
rm. 4 burner gas hob/oven. Sway 
fridge. Truma C3402 combi htr. 2 
leisure batts. El.step, back storage, 
towbar, alarm. Alloys. No smk/pets. 
Ex con Private Dorset 01297489794 
/ 07849885061 (906454) 



S&L MOTORHOMES ATLANTA 6.4 FL UNREGISTERED 



Atlanta 6.4 FL Unregistered, 2015, 900mls, £49995 NEW S&L Motorhomes 
Atlanta 6.4 FL, new conversion van still unregistered, 4 burner hob and grill, 
microwave, Truma combi 4E heater and the latest CP-i- display, 2 x Banner leisure 
batteries, Sargent PMS, 100W solar panel, 25KG underslung gas tank, electric 
step, full specification can be found on our website, extras include - Climate & 
cruise control, sat nav, rear camera, 16” alloy wheels, LED running lights, 

awning, LED awning light, 
Remis cab blinds, ext BBQ 
point, pop up 20” TV/DVD, 1/2 
leather upholstery, fitted 
carpets. Private - North 
Yorkshire - 01757 630233 
07921 099860 Anytime 

(907463) 




VAUXHALL VIVARO SPORTIVE 




Vivaro Sportive, 2011, 9701 Omis, £19995 Drive lodge motorhomes fully 
elevating pop up roof with side windows and built in led lights,Fiamma F35 pro 
series pull out awning,Side Windows with built in sliding windows,Fully Insulated 
sides,Fully carpeted sides and anti slip vinyl flooring, Vohringer driftwood design 
units with push button locking mechanism, Dometic fridge/freezer which will run 
on 12 volt,240volt and gas,Dometic 2 burner gas hob with sink and folding 

tap,Rock n Roll bed with seat 
belts which is certificated and 
crash tested. Please call 07436 
533071 for full specification as 
to much to list. Private - 
Leicestershire - 01 53081 0658 
07436533071 anytime day or 
night. (906661) 





CITROEN Cl SPLASH, 2010, 
£4250 ONO Petrol, 1 litre, 5 door. 
54,000 miles. Good condition, 
electric windows, central locking. 
Fitted Towbars-2-Towcars 
electronic braking system (Europe 
legal). Private - Devon - 
07816600027/01237 425339 

(907667) 




PETER WHITLEY VAN 
CONVERSIONS - VAN 2 
MOTORHOME, Built to Order, 
Motorhomes/Sports Vehicles/For 
People Living with Disabilities. Your 
choice of fixtures, fittings, layout, 
colours etc. Length 5.3mt-7.8mt. 
Built on Vauxhall Movano/Renault 
Master. One in pictures was built 
for a Plane Spotter. Trade - 
Norfolk - 01603 861444 (906660) 




SMART FORTWO - PASSION 
TOWCAR, 0, £2750 2008 (58) reg 
in silver with orange upholstery. 
42000 miles, serviced & MOT 
September 2015. Comes complete 
with Armitage Trailers braked ‘A’ 
Frame. Good overall condition, 
great value small towcar. Private - 
West Yorkshire - 01977702742 
07789390128 anytime (906651) 
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Classified motorhomes for sale 





(Dnibrake 



Servo Towing 
Systems 



Tel: 01435 830188 
www.unibrake.co.uk 



• Provides a fully maintained vacuum power 
assisted braking in the towed vehicle. 

• Through the controller in Motorhome cab 
you can adjust brake effort to match that of 
your Motorhome. 

• LED lights on control unit give you continual 
feedback. Alarm will sound if all is not well. 



• Unique safety breakaway feature instantly stops 
the car using power assisted brakes on all 4 wheels, 
as required by law. 

• A-Frame is light and can be folded and stored in 
boot. 

• Fits most vehicles. 

• Vehicle is left tidy when not towing. 



Fully maintained: 

Vacuum Power assisted braking 



Brake performance far 
exceeds braking 
efficiencies required 
by law. 

NO DEAD PEDAL 

Unibrake complies fully with 
2014 legistration 

With Unibrake, you tow with 
total confidence and safety, 
through brake adjustment 
you can create the outfit to 
behave as one unit. Gives 
you feedback while towing, and a unique 
breakaway system, as required by law. 



UNIBRAKE - LOOK NO FURTHER! 






SMART CAR PASSION /, 0, £2500 

C/W CAR-A-TOW “A” FRAME, 
2004, 35383 MILES, ONE OWNER, 
MOT AUG 2016, GOOD CONDITION, 
READY TO TOW AWAY, Private - 
Lincolnshire - 07831898559 
01652633534 (906165) 




SMART FORTWO CITY PASSION, 
2006, £2250 ONO Tow Car. 23460 
miles. MOT till 05/08/2016. 
Serviced 28/07/2015. Car-a- Tow 
electronic braking inertia system 
fitted. Spare wheel same size as 
front. Private - Surrey - 
07748240451 9.00am to 7.00pm 
(906789) 




ACCESSORIES CMF of Ross-on- 
Wye. Manufacturers of fully 
galvanised racks and trailers for 
scooters, mobility scooters and 
motorcycles. All CMF trailers now 
comply with EEC type approval 
regulations, email info@cmf- 
engineering.com www.cmf- 
engineering.com Trade 
Herefordshire - 01989 769191 

(907475) 




ACCESSORIES Flonda Generators 
at lowest UK prices. For special 
offers please telephone Elliott’s or 
visit our website: www.elliotts. 
co.uk. Trade - 01954 202020 

(907472) 




ACCESSORIES Beam deflectors all 
makes. Stainless Steel A-Bars 
(Fully Legal) Side, Roof, Rear Bars, 
Chrome Mirror, Grille, Light Covers, 
wind/rain deflectors, cab entry 
steps. Wood Dash Kits, +A Flost Of 
Other Accessories For Motorhomes 
4x4 & Vans Fourdrive Steve 
Fourdrive@Flotmail.Com Trade - 
01406 259166/07767641221 

(907469) 




Your one stop solution to Motorhome freedom! 

• A-frames supplied as a package complete with car 
or Professionally fitted to your own vehicle 

• Unique Electronic proportional braked A-Frame 

• Meets all EU requirements 

• Strong, lightweight, easy to fit 

• Vehicle is left very tidy when the system is removed 

• Safety features built in 

• Folds for storage into the car boot 

• Fits most vehicles 



PRDFESSIDNALLY INSTALLED BY 
THE MANUFACTURER 



2012 VW UP! 
FULLY CONVERTED 
£6995 



BRITISH DESIGNED AND BUILT A-FRAMI 



www.tow-bars2tow-cars.com ( 3 ) 01469 560402 • New workshop DN41 SEP 



ALKO AIR SUSPENSION 



AS Air Suspension is an air ride system which assists your original suspension, 
enhancing the overall ride and control of your vehicle. The system is T<V approved 
and is compatible with both single and tag axle alko chassis vehicles. Our range 
also accommodates the leaf spring chassis. See our website for full application 
list and prices www.as-airsuspension.co.uk or call for a no obligation quote on 
Trade - Cheshire - 01 925 740666/07874 046643 (907327) 





ACCESSORIES DAVE NEWELL 
LEISURE VEHICLE SERVICES 

Cruise controls Reversing cameras 
Crank up Satellite dish Camos 
Dome Solar Panels Refillable Gas 
Cylinders Flabitation Inspections 
base Vehicle servicing Alarm 
systems www.davenewell.co.uk 
dave@davenewell.co.uk Trade - 
01952 587702 (907324) 




ACCESSORIES TOWING FRAMES 

THE ORIGINAL TOWING FRAME Car- 
A-Tow folding frames are available 
for an ever increasing range of 
cars, light vans and 4x4s. The main 
comment we receive is You donit 
even know itis on there. Telephone 
Car-a-Tow. www.caratow.com / 
e-mail: info@caratow.com Trade - 
Dorset -01202632456 (907474) 




ACCESSORIES Drive Away 
Awnings For Coach-built or Van 
Based Conversions. We stock 
drive-away awnings from all top 
manufacturers including KHYAM & 
OUTDOOR REVOLUTION For helpful 
advice on fitting & choosing the 
right awning for your Motorhome 
www.driveaway-awnings.co.uk or 
phone OBI Camping & Leisure 
Trade -01446 772498 (907468) 



E 




BEENYBOX Storage system as 
illustrated in Haynes manual 
utilizes redundant space under 
mortorhome side skirts. Custom 
built to each individual vehicle. 
Available for 95% of coachbuilts. 
ONLY manufacturer approved 
storage locker system. Suppliers to 
AutoSleeper.www.beenybox.co.uk 
Trade - Cornwall - Phone/Fax 
01209 711093 (907473) 



EASYLIFTER 



EASYLIFTER We manufacture a range of racks to take your scooter, bike or 
mobility scooter with you. Quickly fitted/removed from a standard towbar. The 
easylifter system offers true freedom of choice whilst travelling in your 
motorhome. DVLA approved system as featured in ‘Which magazine’ No 
expensive modifications required. Prices from £265. Delivery nationwide £25. 
See our website www.easylifter.co.uk or phone for details. Trade - Leicestershire 

-01509 268400 (907478) 





HEADLAMP PROTECTORS with 
Touring Convertors for European 
Travel. Supplied with beam mask& 
position marks on the covers. This 
solves any difficulty regarding 
accurate mask positioning which 
can be difficult. Easy clip-on 
attachment complete with sticker/ 
masks VanComfort www. 
vancomfort.co.uk Trade - Notts - 
01777 701804 (907323) 



An advert 
costs as little as 




www.outandaboutlive.co.uk 

or call 01 778 391187 



www.which-motorhome.co.uk 1 93 










Classified motorhomes for sale 





Purpose bSfflof* 
Motorhomes towif 



Smart-T railers.co uk 



%Q7950 9eS34 



I OOCS)© (L©B©(BCP© (LftCal 07950 968348 

’ ^ both vacuum power braked A-Frames & Trailers 

Full 2 Year Warranty on A-Fi^mes & Trailers 
Dual Sensing for Safety No dragged hot bi^Nesf 

10D^^ Braking Efficiency No Dead Pedal 



]: A-Frame- less than 0kg .bT 
Installation Centre's ^ 

Sturdy Trailers from 300kg 

Oes^ned from the outset Ic be f«v«,-d 1^70^ (PlF©(?©©S0® OfOSH IT 

ease Of use Smart Tralers retain perfect wetght Full Members of ttie Nationai Caravan Council, 

d^nOution Tor safe, easy & legal towing dXi^^ National Trailer & Towing Association 




MAXMATS CUSTOM FIT RUBBER 
CAB MATS FITS FIAT/PEUGEOT/ 
VW/FORD/MERCEDES, £79.99 

Custom Fit Rubber Cab Mats made 
from Premium Rubber with 
Reinforced PVC Edging. Hard Wearing 
and Washable. Trim Available in 
Cream, Red or Black from £79.99 
Postage. All Models Catered for. 
Private - Dorset - +447914416762 
+447914416762 (906969) 




SGM TOWING Motorhome 
Towbars, Smart Trailers and 
cartransporters to carry a complete 
range of vehicles. We also 
manufacture motorcycle trailers, 
camping and general purpose 
trailers, www.sgmtowing.co.uk or 
email sgmtowing@btconnect.com 
Trade - Cardiff 02920371379 

(907389) 
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SMART CAR WITH SMART TOW A 
FRAME, 2009, £4400 ONO Smart 
Passion for Two complete Smart 
Tow electronic braking A-Frame. 
19000 miles. VGC. Sold with new 
MoT and serviced. Reason for sale 
upgrading to four seater. Private - 
Essex - 01702 547827 

07900694009 any (906280) 




MOBILE FITTING SERVICE For all 

accessories specialising TV, 
security, power. Sat TV, Aerials, 
Solar Panels, Alarms, Trackers, 
Batteries, Inverters, Generators, 
Awnings, Bike Racks, Air-Con, 
Cruise Con, Cameras & more. We 
can fit Yours!! Also habitation 
services, City&Guilds Qualified. 
rhinoinstalls.co.uk Trade - 0845 
2697902/07917138561 (907325) 




Enhance your vehicles look Chrome 
wheel trims 14”15”16” Fit most 
M’homes £45 perset + £5p&p. 
Single trims also available. We also 
stock Stainless Steel Wheel Trims 
for American and European 
Motorhomes. Motorama. 212 
Hessle Road, Hull. www. 
motoramahull.com Trade - East 
Riding of Yorkshire - 01482 
328095 (907523) 




Only £12.95 - Pitch Reserved 
Signs, made from indestructible 
plastic, with stake. Different 
shapes available, name/registration 
number in red/blue/green. Roof Top 
Security lettering in self-adhesive 
strips £12.95. Delivery 3/4 days. 
Order by email gerald@savaspace. 
co.uk or www.savaspaceuk.co.uk 
Trade - West Yorkshire - 
07801473047 (907476) 





mm 




New 1 5in and 1 6in Alloy Wheels for 
Motorhomes: Fiat, Ford, Citroen, 
Peugeot, Renault, Vauxhall, 
Mercedes, V.W. etc. See our 
website www.tyresave.co.uk from 
£41 0/set, plus tyres if wanted. Mail 
Order. Credit/Debit cards. 
TYRESAVE, Deeside, CH5 4DS. 
Trade - Flintshire - 01244 
813030 (907392) 






NOTICE 

TO ADVERTISERS 

The Business Advertisements 
(Disclosure) Order 1977 

Advertisements are accepted 
on the understanding that 
they comply with the Business 
Advertisements (Disclosure) 1977 
which requires all advertisements 
placed by persons who seek to sell 
goods, in the course of a Business, 
to make that fact clear in the 
wording of their advertisements 



AUTOSTAT AND SOLAR 



Autostat and Solar, We supply and fit Maxview satellite systems and 
Monocrystaline solar panels from 50 to 1 50w, we also supply and fit a whole 
range of accessories inc Alarms, Trackers, Reversing cameras. Air suspension. 
Tv aerials. Batteries, Bike racks and Awnings. Large workshop or mobile service 
available 30 years experience family run firm, trust us to look after your 
motorhome or caravan. TRADE Buy online at autosat.co.uk Trade - Somerset - 

01 27878571 2/0781 2390066 





READ YOUR FAVOURITE 
MOTORHOME MAGAZINE 
ON THE GO... 



jiirToiuTic«u.v bettei? 

Visit pocitp.tmags.com/wiiiciimotonioiiie | 
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01487812901101487815511 



OWNER, 

SATISFACTION 



AWARDS 

2015 



Ramsey Forty Foot, Ramsey, Huntingdon PE26 2XJ 
info@vi^s'Eridgemotorhomes.com 
Mon - Sat 9am - ?pm | Sun & Bank Holidays 10am - 5pm' ^ 



30 YEARS!, Specialising in quality used motorhomes since 1985 



RHOMES 



NEW VEHICLE 

201 5 (1 3) Fiat Ducato Adria Sport A571 SP 2.3TD 4/5 berth, PAS, awning, air-con, sw/ 
seats, airbags, rear bed, garage. Registered 201 5 £39,995 



COACHBUILTS 

201 3 (1 3) Peugeot Boxer Bailey Approach 745SE 2.2TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, 

c/rack, air-con, fixed rear bed, rear washroom £39,995 

2010 (10) Fiat Ducato Autocruise Startrail 2.3TD 4 berth, PAS, air-con, sw/seats, 
rear bed, e/w&m, rear washroom. Full S/H £33,995 

2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Rapido Le-Randonneur 7099F 2.3TD 

2/3 berth, PAS, awning, ladder, air-con, sw/seats, rear bed, end washroom £32,995 

2007 (57) Peugeot Boxer Autocruise Stardream 2.2TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, 
c/rack, air-con, c/lockg, sw/seats, rear U lounge £29,995 



2003 (03) Fiat Ducato Lunar Roadstar 720 2.8TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, ladder & bars, 

tow bar, c/lockg, sw/seats, end washroom £23,995 

2007 (07) Peugeot Boxer Compass Avantgarde 1 50 2.2TD 4 berth, PAS, c/rack, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear L lounge £23,995 

2007 (56) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Sunseeker 1 40 2.2TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 
c/rack, c/lockg, e/w&m, radio, rear U lounge £23,995 



2005 (05) Fiat Ducato Autotrail Tracker 2.3TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, c/lockg, 
sw/seats, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £22,995 



2002 (52) Peugeot Boxer Compass Avantgarde 400RL 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, 

tow bar, c/rack, c/lockg, e/w&m, rear lounge £16,995 

2001 (51 ) Fiat Ducato Hymer Swing 2.8TD 4/5 berth, PAS, cycle rack, solar panel, 

240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear washroom and kitchen £1 6,995 

1999 (V) Ford Transit Autosleeper Pollensa 2.5TD 4/5 berth, PAS, awning, ladder, 
c/rack, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £1 5,995 



2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Cl Cipro 55 Top Class 2.8TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, alloys, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, sw/seats, rear bed £22,995 



2000 (X) Fiat Ducato Hymer Hymermobile B574 2.8TD 6 berth, LHD, PAS, awning, 
ladder, air-con, sw/seats, rear bed & washroom £22,995 



2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Swift Suntor 630G 2.3TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, sw/seat, rear bed over garage £28,995 



2005 (55) Fiat Ducato Swift Suntor 630G 2.8TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, ladder, tow bar, 
c/rack, air-con, c/lockg, rear bed, garage £22,995 



2008 (08) Peugeot Boxer Elddis AutoCirrus 220 2.2TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, alloys, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, radio/CD, rear U lounge £28,995 



2005 (05) Fiat Ducato Swift Lifestyle 630L 2.8TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear lounge £22,995 



2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Ace Airstream 630PR 2.2TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, roof bars, 
c/rack, c/lockg, sw/seats, rear U lounge £28,995 



2003 (03) Fiat Ducato Swift Kontiki 650 2.8TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, c/rack, 
alloys, c/lockg, sw/seats, end washroom £22,995 



201 1 (61 ) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Suntor 115 2.2TD 2 berth, PAS, c/lockg, sw/seats, 
240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £28,995 



2006 (06) Renault Master Lunar Home-Car PR59 2.5D 2/3 berth, PAS, awning, 
tow bar, air-con, sw/seats, rear bed and washroom £22,995 



2007 (57) Fiat Ducato BurstnerTravel Van t570G 2.3TD 2/3 berth, PAS, awning, 
c/rack, air-con, sw/seats, airbags, rear bed, garage £28,995 



2003 (03) Mercedes Sprinter Autotrail Cheyenne 630S 2.2TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, 
tow bar, c/rack, rear washroom & kitchen £22,995 



2008 (08) Peugeot Boxer Autocruise Pioneer Darwin 3.0TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, 
ladder, c/rack, air-con, sw/seats, rear bed £28,995 



2001 (51) Ford Iveco Laika Ecovip 100 A-Class 2.8TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 
c/lockg, 240/1 2V, radio, rear bed & washroom £21,995 



2009 (09) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Autoquest 180 2.2TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, c/lockg, 
e/w&m, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear U lounge £28,995 



2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Joint Z330 2.2TD 3-4 berth, LHD, PAS, awning, alloys, bike rack, 
c/lockg, radio/CD, rear washroom £20, 995 



2009 (59) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Autoquest 155 2.2TD 4 berth, PAS, c/rack, aerial, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, sw/seats, rear bed & washroom £28,995 



2002 (52) Fiat Ducato Arto by Niesmann and Bischoff A-Class 2.8TD 4 berth, PAS, 
awning, roof bars, tow bar, rear kitchen £20, 995 



2009 (09) Fiat Ducato Swift Sundance 590RS 2.2TD 4/5 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 

c/lockg, e/w&m, rear washroom & kitchen £28,995 

201 1 (61 ) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Suntor 100 2.2TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, aerial, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £27,995 

2007 (56) Renault Master Autotrail Miami SE3.0TD 2-1-2 berth, PAS, awning, 
air-con, c/lockg, sw/seats, 2 s/beds, end washroom £27,995 

2006 (06) Fiat Ducato Autotrail Mohican SE 2.8TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, 
ladder & rack, tow bar, c/lockg, sw/seats, end washroom £27,995 



2006 (56) Fiat Ducato Lunar Home-Car C52 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, d/airbag, roof-light, 
240/1 2V, heating, washroom, kitchen £20, 995 



2004 (53) Fiat Ducato Autotrail Cheyenne 630SE 2.8TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, 
c/rack, e/w&m, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £1 9,995 



2004 (04) Peugeot Boxer Pilote Atlantis A5 2.8TD 4-1-2 berth, PAS, awning, roof bars, 
c/rack, c/lockg, sw/seats, rear bunk beds £19,995 



2004 (54) Fiat Ducato Swift Suntor 590RL 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, ladder, 
roof rack, c/rack, alloys, c/lockg, rear L lounge £1 9,995 



2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Autotrail Cheyenne SE 696G 2.8TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, 
ladder, c/lockg, e/w&m, rear bed over garage £26,995 



2003 (03) Fiat Ducato Swift Sundance 600FB 2.3TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, sw/seats, 240/1 2V, rear bed £1 9,995 



2009 (09) Fiat Ducato Swift Freestyle 530LP 2.2TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 

sw/seats, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £26,995 

2009 (58) Fiat Ducato Swift Suntor 530LP 2.2TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, sw/seats, rear w/room & kitchen... £26,995 

2007 (07) Fiat Ducato Bessacarr E495 2.3TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, c/lockg, 
e/w&m, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear lounge £25,995 



2005 (55) Fiat Ducato Cl Carioca 625 2.3TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, ladder & bars, 
sw/seats, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £1 9,995 



2006 (06) Fiat Ducato Cl Cusona 594 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, sw/seats, 
240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £1 8,995 



2003 (53) Fiat Ducato Swift Suntor 590RL 2.3TD 4 berth, PAS, ladder, roof rack, 
c/rack, c/lockg, e/w&m, radio/CD, rear L lounge £18,995 



2009 (09) Peugeot Boxer Elnagh Baron 48 2.2TD 4-1-2 berth, PAS, awning, 

ladder & bars, tow bar, c/rack, rear bunk beds & washroom £25,995 



2000 (X) Fiat Ducato Bessacarr E725 2.8TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, aerial, 
heating, e/w&m, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear lounge £1 8,995 



2005 (05) Fiat Ducato Rapido Le Randonneur 746F 2.8TD 2-3 berth, PAS, awning, 
ladder, c/rack, tow bar, c/rack, sw/seats, rear bed £25,995 



2005 (05) Fiat Ducato Lunar Roadstar 726 2.8TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, ladder & bars, 
tow bar, air-con, c/lockg, rear lounge £25,995 



2007 (07) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Suntor 180 2.2TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 
c/rack, c/lockg, e/w&m, rear U lounge £25,995 



2000 (W) Fiat Ducato Bessacarr E745 2.8TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, ladder, roof rack, 

tow bar, aerial, radio/CD, end washroom £18,995 

2000 (W) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Autostratus EB Sunseeker 2.5TD 6 berth, PAS, 

awning, ladder & bars, tow bar, rear U lounge £18,995 

2003 (03) Fiat Ducato BurstnerT625 Harmony 2.8TD 4 oertn, PAS, awning, 
ladder & bars, c/rack, sw/seats, rear bed & washroom £1 8,995 



2007 (57) Ford Transit Rollerteam Auto-Roller 600 2.4TD 6 berth, PAS, awning, 
c/rack, c/lockg, airbags, radio/CD, rear U lounge £25,995 



2003 (03) Fiat Ducato Ace Novella Napoli 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 
c/lockg, e/w&m, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear L lounge £18,995 



2009 (09) Peugeot Boxer Elddis Autoquest Sunseeker 1 30 2.2TD 4/5 berth, PAS, 
c/rack, c/lockg, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £25,995 



2004 (54) Peugeot Boxer Autocruise Wentworth Tres Bella 2.8TD 2 berth, PAS, 
awning, tow bar, e/w&m, sw/seats, rear washroom £25,995 



2004 (04) Fiat Ducato Hobby 700 2.8TD 2-1-2 berth, LHD, PAS, awning, ladder, tow bar, 
c/lockg, sat-dome, garage, 2 rear beds £24,995 



2003 (53) Fiat Ducato Cl Carioca 1 5P 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, aerial, 

radio/CD, kitchen, rear bed, rear washroom £1 8,995 

2006 (06) Fiat Cl Cusona 594 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, sat-dish, aerial, 240/1 2V, 

leisure battery, e/step, heater, washroom, kitchen £1 8,995 

2004 (54) Fiat Ducato Knauss Sport Traveller 2.0TD 4 berth, PAS, heating, 

240/1 2V, e/step, radio/CD, end washroom, side kitchen £1 7,995 



1997 (P) Renault Trafic Van Conversion 2.0D 2 berth, hob & sink, PAS, 
240V hook-up. Porta Potti, central locking ... 



2001 (Y) Peugeot Boxer Pioneer Classic III 1.9TD 3/4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 

240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £1 5,995 



2001 (X) Fiat Ducato Swift Lifestyle 500 1 .9TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, cycle rack, 

240/1 2V, leisure battery, washroom, kitchen £15,995 



1999 (T) Fiat Ducato Swift Sundance 590RL 2.8D 4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, aerial, 

240/1 2V, l/batt, radio/CD, rear L lounge £14,995 

1997 (P) Fiat Ducato Autotrail Cheyenne 614 2.5TD 4 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, 
stable door, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear U lounge £14,995 

1995 (M) Peugeot Boxer Swift Kontiki 2.5TD 2-3 berth, PAS, tow bar, ladder & bars, 
stable door, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear U lounge £14,995 



1997 (P) Fiat Ducato Swift Royale 630 2.5D 6 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 240/1 2V, 
l/batt, radio/CD, rear lounge £13,995 



1 999 (T) Peugeot Boxer Autohomes Wayfinder 1 .9TD 4 berth, PAS, ladder & bars, 
c/rack, 240/1 2V, rear U lounge, 1 Owner, Good S/H £1 3,995 



1998 (S) Fiat Ducato Swift Sundance 590LUX RL 2.8D 4 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 
aerial, 240/1 2V, l/batt, radio/CD, rear lounge £13,995 



1997 (P) Ford Transit Autosleeper Legend 2.5TD 2 berth, PAS, awning, ladder, 
roof rack, c/rack, 240/1 2V, rear U lounge £1 3,995 



1 997 (R) Fiat Ducato Hymer Swing 494 1 .9TD 4 berth, PAS, ladder & bars, c/rack, 
aerial, heating, stable door, rearwashoom £12,995 



1993 (K) Renault Trafic Elddis Eclipse T1 400 2.0L Petrol 4 berth, PAS, awning, aerial, 
stable door, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear lounge £9,995 



1991 (H) Fiat Ducato Hymer Camp 14 2.5D 4/5 berth, LHD, awning, ladder & bars, 
radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £7,995 



1994 (L) Fiat Ducato Knauss Motorhome 2.5D 4/5 berth, LHD, PAS, awning, 
ladder & bars, c/rack, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £6,995 



HI-TOPS 

201 3 (63) Fiat Ducato Autocruise Alto 2.3TD 2-3 berth, PAS, awning, c/rack, air-con, 
c/lockg, sw/seats, airbags, rear bed £36,995 



1 999 (T) Peugeot Boxer Autosleeper Symphony 2.0L Petrol 2 berth, PAS, c/rack, 
240/1 2V, radio/CD, rear washroom and kitchen £14,995 



1998 (R) Volkswagen Transporter Autosleeper Trident 2.4D 2 berth, PAS, roof bars, 
sw/seat, heating, radio/CD, kitchen. Part S/H £1 3,995 



1 999 (T) Peugeot Boxer Autosleeper Symbol 2.0L Petrol 2 berth, PAS, awning, 
c/rack, sw/seat, radio/CD, rear washroom & kitchen £13,995 



1999 (T) Volkswagen TransporterT4 Reimo 1.9TD 2-1-2 berth, PAS, c/rack, 

sw/seats, high platform, 240/1 2V, radio/CD, side kitchen £13,995 

1998 (S) Fiat Ducato Swift Mondial 1 .9D 2 berth, PAS, awning, tow bar, 240/1 2V, 
heating, radio/CD, rear washroom, side kitchen £1 2,995 

2000 (V) Mazda Bongo Montague 2.5TD 2-1-2 berth. Auto, PAS, c/rack, elevating roof, 

air-con, airbags, portapotti, side kitchen £1 1,995 



2007 (57) LDV Maxus 3.5/95 Caravanette 2.5TD 2 berth, PAS, heater, e/w&m, 
d/airbag, kitchen and wc. Service log sheets £7,995 



1997 (P) Ford Transit JC Leisure Conversion 2.5D 2 berth, 2 burner hob, grill, fridge, 
sink, 240V hook-up £7,995 



1996 (P) Iveco Sunseeker 2.8JTD 2 berth, PAS, awning, aerial, Tv point, portapotti, 

240/1 2V, radio/CD, kitchen £5,995 



1991 (J) Talbot Express Leisuredrive Relax 2.5D 2 berth camper van, 240/1 2V, 
leisure battery, radio/CD, side kitchen £5,995 






This list was correct at time of going to press, more vehicles are available. Please visit our 
website for the latest and up-to-date list of vehicles. Have a chat with one of our sales team 
regarding your requirements or to ask for further details about any of our vehicles, mileages etc. 
We also Buy Motorbomes for cash or Part Exchange against almost any vehicle. 

Telephone Sales Lines: 01487 812901 and 01487 815511 
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PROVmNG OUR CUSTOMERS WITH 
EVEN MORE OF A GREAT OEM. 



VAN CONVERSIONS 

2015 65 Fiat Autotrail V-Line 600 PAS 130 Multijet 391 miles 2 Berth £38,995 

2013 63 Fiat Autotrail V-Line 600 Automatic PAS 130 Multijet 8752 miles 2 Berth £37,995 

2009 59 Volkswagen Autosleeper Topaz Auto PAS 1 30 Multijet 1 5002 miles 2 Berth £36,995 

2012 12 Peugeot Autocruise Alto PAS 2.2 HDI 25136 miles 3 Berth £33,995 

ELEVATING ROOF 

201 1 61 Hyundai 1800 Wellhouse Camper PAS 2.5 CRDI 39840 miles 2 Berth £27,995 

COACHBUILTS 

2012 12 Peugeot Autosleeper Cotswold FB PAS 2.2 HDI 9229 miles 4 Berth £40,995 

2013 13 Fiat Burstner NexxoT660 PAS 130 Multijet 2581 miles 3 Berth £39,995 

2014 14 Fiat Swift Esprit 412 Hi-Style PAS 2.3 Auto 7324 miles 2 Berth £38,995 

2013 13 Fiat Knaus SkyTi 650 MF PAS 130 Multijet 17456 miles 4 Berth £38,995 

201 1 1 1 Peugeot Autosleeper Cotswold FB PAS 2.2 HDI 7548 miles 4 Berth £38,995 

2011 11 Citreon Romahome R40 PAS 2.0 HD1 16187 miles 4 Berth £33,995 

2009 09 Peugeot Autocruise Startrail PAS 2.2 HD1 18721 miles 4 Berth £33,995 

201 2 62 Peugeot Elddis Autoquest 1 55 PAS 2.2 HDI 9231 miles 4 Berth £32,995 

2009 09 Ford Autosleeper Windsor PAS 2.4 TDC1 11086 miles 4 Berth £32,995 

2009 59 Fiat Swift Bolero EW PAS 130 Multijet 17068 miles 2 Berth £32,995 

2009 09 Fiat Ace Adventurer 685 FB PAS 130 Multijet 13407 miles 4 Berth £31,995 

2009 59 Peugeot Autocruise Oakmont PAS 160 Multijet 14059 miles 4 Berth £31,995 

2010 10 Ford Dethleffs Eurostyle Sunlight PAS 2.4TDCI 23766 miles 6 Berth £28,995 

2007 07 Fiat Swift Sundance 630G PAS 130 Multijet 24161 miles 6 Berth £26,995 

201 0 1 0 Peugeot Elddis Autoquest 1 55 PAS 2.2 HDI 22373 miles 4 Berth £26,995 

2005 05 Peugeot Orian Aquilas PAS 2.8 HDI 26156 miles 4 Berth £23,995 

2006 06 Peugeot Autocruise Startire PAS 2.2 HDI 49332 miles 4 Berth £21,995 

2007 07 Fiat Ace Napoli PAS 2.3 JTD 14168 miles 4 Berth £21,995 

2006 56 Fiat Swift Sundance 590RL PAS 2.3 JTD 27786 miles 4 Berth £19,995 

2003 03 Fiat Autotrail Tracker CK SE PAS 2.0 JTD 36479 miles 2 Berth £1 7,995 




Since having moved to our superb premises our 
selection of used caravans and motorhomes has grown 
and grown enabling us to offer you a fabulous choice of 
carefully selected models of all sizes and price. 

In addition to our more spacious showground we also 
have more customer parking and facilities, a more 



USED CARAVANS 

2015 Coachman Pastiche 560/4 M/M Awning 18’6” 1555kg 1401kg 4 Berth £20,995 

2013 Bailey Unicorn Cadiz 18’8” 1498kg 1344kg 4 Berth £16,495 

2013 Hymer Nova Luxusline 465 Inc. Mover 16’3” 1600kg 1275kg 4 Berth £15,995 

2012 Bailey Unicorn Madrid M/Mover Awning 187” 1596kg 1440kg 4 Berth £14,995 

201 1 Coachman Laser 650/4 20’4” 1 800kg 1 640kg 4 Berth £1 4,995 

2012 Swift Conqueror 570 Inc. Awning 18’4” 1650kg 1496kg 4 Berth £14,995 

201 1 Swift Conqueror 570 Inc. Motor Mover 1 8’4” 1 650kg 1 486kg 4 Berth £1 4,650 

2013 Swift Challenger Sport 524 SR Inc Mover 17’3” 1500kg 1265kg 4 Berth £13,995 

2012 Bailey Unicorn Seville M/Mover Awning 16T 1433kg 1304kg 2 Berth £13,995 

2013 Swift Corniche 17/4 17’4” 1434kg 1284kg 4 Berth £13,995 

2009 Swift Conqueror 645 Inc M/Mover Awng. 207” 1830kg 1545kg 4 Berth £13,995 

201 0 Bailey Unicorn Valencia (1 1 Model) M/M 1 8’8” 1 565kg 1 409kg 4 Berth £1 3,995 

2012 Swift Challenger 480 SR 157” 1500kg 1285kg 2 Berth £13,495 

2011 Bailey Pegasus Verona 2 Motor Mover 18’8” 1490kg 1322kg 4 Berth £12,995 

2013 Bailey Pegasus Genoa Motor Mover 16T 1356kg 1215kg 2 Berth £12,995 

2011 Swift Challenger 480 SR Inc Awn & Mover 157” 1420kg 1285kg 2 Berth £12,995 

2011 Coachman VIP 460/2 Inc Motor Mover 15’8” 1430kg 1303kg 2 Berth £12,495 

201 1 Bailey Olympus 534 1 8’8” 1 458kg 1 242kg 4 Berth £11 ,995 

201 0 Coachman Storrington GTR M/M Awn 1 9’ 1 630kg 1 446kg 4 Berth £11 ,995 

2009 Swift Challenger 540 Inc Motor Mover 18T’ 1500kg 1294kg 4 Berth £11,350 

2009 Bailey Senator California Ser 6 M/Mover 18’6” 1495kg 1259kg 4 Berth £10,995 

2010 Lunar Quasar 546 19’ 1440kg 1230kg 6 Berth £10,995 

2010 Bailey Pagasus 514 18’5” 1466kg 1250kg 4 Berth £10,650 

2011 Bailey Orion 400/2 Inc Motor Mover 13’8” 1076kg 959kg 2 Berth £9,650 

2008 Bailey Ranger GT60 520/4 17’11” 1326kg 1121kg 4 Berth £8,995 

2008 Elddis Avante Club 544 (09 Model) M/M 18’6” 1464kg 1268kg 4 Berth £8,995 

2008 Sterling Eccles Elite Diamond Inc. Mover 15’8” 1424kg 1210kg 2 Berth £8,995 

2008 Swift Conqueror 480 Inc Motor Mover 15’7” 1424kg 1210kg 2 Berth £8,995 

2008 Sprite Quattro FB 20’7” 1555kg 1296kg 6 Berth £8,995 

2010 Sprite Finesse 2 Inc M/Mover Pch Awng 14’3” 1073kg 897kg 2 Berth £8,495 

2008 Lunar Quasar 524 17’5” 1340kg 1130kg 4 Berth £8,250 

2005 Bailey Senator Vermont (06 Model) M/M 16’2” 1385kg 1160kg 2 Berth £6,995 

2007 Coachman Amara 380/2 Motor Mover 12’5” 1205kg 1030kg 2 Berth £6,650 

2006 Cristall Sprint 500 TK M/Mover Awng 16’3” 1300kg 1010kg 5 Berth £5,995 

2005 Swift Challenger 460 (06 Model) M/M 15’2” 1287kg 1084kg 2 Berth £5,995 

2001 Abbey Aventura 320 17’2” 1370kg 1110kg 4 Berth £3,995 



Visit our website www.martinsofexetenco.uk 

DANGER DO NOT SELL YOUR MOTORCARAVAN OR 
CARAVAN OEFORE SPEAKING TO MARTINS OF EXETER 



EXETER 



M5 PLYMOUTH 




MARTINS 

OF EXETER 



comprehensive accessory shop and extensive 
superbly equipped approved workshops. 

We are here to help you achieve satisfaction in the 
purchase of your choice of caravan or motorhome. 

Don’t forget we take cars and caravans in part exchange 
and are keen cash buyers of used caravans and 
motorcaravans. We also offer optional finance packages 

(written quotations on request). 

You are invited to visit our superb iocation - we’re Just off 
the M5 at junction 30. You can be assured of a very 
warm weicome. 







01392 446250 



Trading since 1929 



CLYST ROAD • SANDYGATE • JCT30 M5 • EXETER EX2 7JL 

www.martinsofexeter.co.uk Updated daily 




